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CHILDRENS BIBLE: 


ON, A M 


Hiſtory of the Holy Scriptures. 


In which, the ſeveral Paſſages of the Old and New Teſtament are 
laid down in a Method never before attemꝑfed; being reduced ta 
the tender Capacities of the little Readers, by a lively and ſtriking 
Abſtract, ſo as, under Gov, to make thoſe excellent Books take 
ſuch a firm Hold of their young Minds and Memories, and leave 
fach Impreſſions there, both of Moral and Religious Virtue, as no 
Accidents of their future Lives will ever be able-to blot out, 


To which is added, 
A New Manual of Devotions for Caitbaes. 


Conſiſting of Prayers, ſuited to their Wants and Under- 
ſtandings ; with ſome devout Hymns, Contemplations, 
and Exhortations, compoſed on purpoſe. | 


By a DIVINE of the Church of ENGLAND. {| 
Adorned with Copper-Plates. + | 
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Printed for, and ſold by, J. Wain at the Bible, in 
St Paul's Church-yard, 1759. 


I Price Two Shillings. ) 1 8 
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YOUNG READER 


NV DEAR CHILD, 


O be happy is to be good: upon this article de- 
pends, not only our welfare here, but hereafter, 
in that world where we ſhall be eternally bleſt, or eter- 
nally miſerable, aceording to the life we led, during 
the few years that we are permitted to breathe in this. 

Now as we have ſo much at ſtake ; fince a virtuous 
and well-ſpent life is a matter of ſo much conſe- 
quence both to our fouls and bodies; it is not only 
the duty but the intereſt of every perſon, who has the 
leaſt value for either, to ſearch out for thoſe rules by 
which we may moſt certainly and readily attain it. 
Nor has Gov left us deſtitute in this caſe ; ſo far from 
it, that he has condeſcended to be our guide himſelf; 
and in conſideration of the weakneſs of human nature, 
delivered the holy Scriptures through the mouths of his 
Prophets and Apoſtles ; at the ſame time teſtifying their 
truth by ſuch miracles as he alone was capable of 
performing. 

The Bible then we are to apply to as an infallible 
director, in all caſes relative either to our earthly or 


| heavenly happineſs ;_ that is to ah religion is the. 
& 3 > foundations 
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foundation of goodneſs ; the neceſſary cauſe, without 
which it cannot ſubſiſt; and as in the following little 
volume I have endeavoured to lay open that ineſtimable 
treaſure, in ſuch a manner, as I flatter myſelf will be 
moſt advantagous and acceptable to you ; fo I hope you 
will read it with reverence and attention: in which caſe, 
as you will certainly grow wiſer and better, ſo I ſhall 
think any care and trouble that I have been at, in com- 
piling it for your uſe, more than ſufficiently recom- 
epſed. | 
* Nor ſhould you regard this in the light of your other 
books, but keep it and think upon it, with the utmoſt 
reſpect and devotion, ſince it contains, as I have told 
you before, no leſs than the words of God ALMIOAHT I 
Himſelf, and every thing that you read in it you may 
be as certain of the truth of, nay, and if poſſible more 
ſo, chan if you ſaw it with your own eyes; and let me 
recommend it to you, to pay a particular attention to 
the ſeveral relations, which are digeſted in ſuch a method 
as, I truſt in Gop, cannot fail of making them ſtick ta 
Jour memories; but you muſt read them over and over 
again, which will not only be entertaining, but by that 
means you will obſerve what things were pleaſing or 
diſpleaſing to Gop in former times, and ſo be aſſiſted to 
regulate” your own adlions and converſation for the 


- 


luture. * 
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For when you hear of Gop's being angry with ang 
puniſhing people, for their diſobedience of his Holy Wo 
may you not immediately reaſon with yourſelf, and 
think with great juſtice, that he will puniſh you Hkewiſe, 
if you diſobey him. Now he has commanded you to 
behave dutifully to your parents; to be ſubmiſſive to 
ycur tutors ; never to tell lies, nor ſay wicked words; 
and to be courteous and affable to every body that comes 
near you. But ſetting aſide Gop's diſpleaſure; pray, 
what will you get by acting contrary to theſe com- 
mandments; wul it gain you fine cloaths, or money ? 
or will people careſs you, or love you better for it ? 
by no means, but, on the contrary, your father and 
mother will not care for you; your maſters will correct, 
or leave you to your own naughty diſpoſitions, which 
will be worſe ; and every one will avoid and hate you. 
I hope nobody, into whoſe hands this little book 
may chance to fall, will be ignorant, at that time, of 
the infinite condeſcenſion and mercy of Gon, in having 
given his only begotten Son, our bleſſed Lord and 
Saviour Jesus CHRIST to die for our fins. They will 
here find the life of that glorious Redeemer, with alk 
the virtuous and wonderful actions he performed, . as 
well as the excellent precepts he deliver nd as 
Chriſtians, it is our duty as much as in us Ii in us 
poor and weak creatures to imitate divine perfe&tion) 
to make his life the example by which to regulate our” * 
| 1 : OWN 3 
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own; and that you, my dear little reader, may be en- 
abled to do this with greater eaſe to yourſelf, I have, 
among the ſubſequent pages, inſerted a full and clear 


explanation of his ineſtimable doarine (which I would 


adviſe you by all means to get by heart), with a few 


"prayers and devout hynins that will ſerve you for preſent 
5 occaſion. 8 


Now that you may grow in grace, and in the know- 


| ledge of all good things, ſo as to make you a bleſſing : 


to your friends here, as well as an acceptable partner 
to Chriſt, in thoſe joys which are prepared for the 
righteous hereafter, is the hearty prayers and wiſhes of 


Your ſincere friend, 


N, H. 
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The PREFACE. 
S the chief care of all thoſe xvho have in any way the ſuperin- 


tendency of childrens education ſhould be their morals ; and as it 
is to ſuch only that I at preſent addreſs myſelf, I apprebend wery 


7 little æuill be neceſſary to offer in recommendation of the following ſheets, 

„Indeed Tvhen Te conſider how eafily young minds are inclined to vice or 
'S virtue, and that every word children hear, as well as every action they 
E - 


ſee almoſt, has an immediate effect upon lit underſtandings, one way 
or other, a very little reflection mu Con nce us, that we cannot 
be too cautious of what books ve put in their hands ; nor is it ſufficient, 
that wwe do not ſuffer them to read any thing looſe, or irreligious, wwe 
muſt alſo take care to keep from them nonſenſe, (which 1s too often 
publiſhed and received under the notion of being adapted to childrens 
capacities) whereas nothing can be farther from it, or tend more effec- 
tually to weaken'and render them gbortive, 

But to ſet this matter in a yet more appoſite light : may I not ſay, 
that it is worth childrens thoughts as with their words, which laſt, i 
you teach them by prattling in a ridiculous tone of voice, or with a lifpe 
ing accent, ( like that which is too — affected 7 nurſes and others © 
about them ) ; they frequently contratt ſuch a vicious habit of pronuncige 
tion from it, as 22 are ſometimes whole years before they can get tbe 
better of ; nay, ſuch a one as they are ſometimes newer able to get the 
better of during their whole lives, And ſhall zue not be cautious bow 
we accuſtom their underflanding to the conception of trifling and incon- 
fiftent ideas, which are ſo much the more likely to take root, and grow up 
with. them certainly we ought ; beſides, thougb childrens mings ar 

indeed Tweak, they are, properly ſpeaking, no more fooliſh at fix than 
they are at thirty ;, in my bub opinion, therefore, were we to begin 
he a | toner 
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ſooner than wwe do to talk to our boys and girls reaſonably, wve ſhould 
find the good effects of it, in the men and women which they <vould 
afterwards become. 

But T hope nobody wwill infer, from <vbat I have here aſſerted, that 
T mean to enhance the merit of my v20n work, by depreciating the <works 
of others ; in fact, ſuch an endeavour ⁊vould be idle to the laſt degree; 
ſince every per ſon is the bit judge for himſelf in theſe caſes, and ſhould 
not the CHILDRENS BIBLE be found in all reſpes the meſt proper book 
extant, for the uſe of infart- readers, the publick evould undoubtedly rather 
fick to what is already publiſhed for that purpnſe, than have recourſe to 
any new performance. Howcver, this much I <uill be bold to affirm, that 
it ba, undertaken Twith the deſign ( and no other ) of being ſerviceable, 
and that it is executed in a method bitherto unattempted by any one, 

I have already ſaid, that I thought the uſual method of treating 
children vas erroneous ; nay, as a kind of inſult offered to the dignity 
of human underſtanding ; for <okich reaſon I have, in the ſubſequent 
pages, done my utmoſt to avoid falling into that fault, by adhering to a 
file ſimple indeed as poſſible, but at the ſame time not abſurd ; to ſay 
the truth, my ſubject was no ſmall help to me in this matter, the gravity 
of which in a great meaſure prevented my running into that infantine 
cant, if I may be allowed the expreſſion. Ii alſo gave me frequert 
opportunities of making fuch obſervations as cannot fail of being uſeful 


to them-in every ftate of life, cach being inforced by ſuch ſtriking ex- 


amples as muſt of neceſſity make an uncommon impreſſion upon their young 
minds and memories. I baue been particularly careful indeed to let no 


7 e, by wwhbich it ævas pzſſible to recommend virtue, or warn again 
vice, paſs without ſuitable remarks. | | 

7 think I 2 take it for granted, that I need make no excuſe for the 
choice of my ſubjecꝭ, ſince what other could be found ſo true, 2 excellent 
in it's precepts, and ſo neceſſary to be known by all e e and 
let me add, that notwithſtanding it's ſmall price and fize, tbis is as full 
an biſtory of the Bible, as far as matters of faith require ; nay, and 
even matters of fat, to ihe reſerve of ſome few paſſages, which 

| | | | T omitted 
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to promote the ſale of nonſenſe, but the author apprebends that the 
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I omitted for reaſons that will immediately occur to every inteili- 
gert reader, as any folio edition whatever, In a word, though this book 
rs principally defigned for children, I truſt that I have laid it dewon in 
ſuch a manner as to make it no unentertaining or unprofitable ſtudy for 
grown perſons, of tvbatever age or condition, it being my great aim, as 

the ſureſt ⁊uay to render it fit fer one, to make it ſuitable to all. 

Furt ber then, this I ſpall leave it to ſpeak for itſelf, it being my 
fincere wiſhes and deſire, that it's ſucceſs ſhould be regulated by it's 
merit; only this permit me to ſay, that though for quantity and quality 
it ſurpaſſes, wery confiderably, any thing of the kind hitherto printed, 
1 have directed the publiſher to charge it at the loweſs price; and in 
order to render it a laſting preſent to every little one, I have choſen rather 
to give it a ſtrong and handſome binding, than to #ncreaſe the bulk of the 
volume by crezuding it with ill- executed cuts, attended with a large ex- 
pence aud no manner of ſerwice ; which may be neceſſary —_— 

BIBL 
is no ft PLAYTHING FOR CHILDREN. The encouragers 
of this wwork alſo may be aſſured, that whatever future editions it may 
undergo, no new additions or alterations fhall be annexed to it; or if 
there ſhould, on ſending their formerly purchaſed volumes, in any tolerable 
condition, to Mr Wilkie's ſhop, in St Paul's Chuach-yard, they H 

be intitled to receive one of thoſe <vithout any farther charges, 1 
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L xi] 


On the Excellency of the Bible. 


I. 
REAT God, with wonder, and with "oy 
F On all thy works 1 look ; | 
Bot ſtill thy wiſdom, power, and grace, 
Shine 3 in thy book. 


2 IT. 

The ſtars that in their courſes roll, 

| Have much inſtruction given: 
But thy good word informs my ſoul 
How 1 may climb to Heaven. 


He: 
3 Erne fields provide me food, and ſnew 
The goodneſs of the Lord ; 
But fruits of life and glory grow 
In thy moſt holy word. 


IV. 
ere are my choiceſt treaſures hid, 
Here my beſt comfort lies: 
Here my deſires are ſatisfy'd, 
And hence my hopes ariſe. 


{ xi] 
V. 
Lord, make me underſtand thy law, 
Show what my faults have been; 


And from thy goſpel let me draw 
— for all my fin. 


VI. "5 


Here I would learn how Chriſt has dy'd : : 
To ſave my ſoul from hell: 
Not all the books on earth beſide 
Such heav'nly wonders tell. 
VII. . 
Then let me love my Bible more, 4 2 
And take a freſh delight, 0 
| By day to read theſe wonders o'er, gr 
And meditate by night. to 
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Childrens Bible. 


CHAPTER I 


1. Cod makes the world; 2. Man diſobeys God*s commands, and 7s 
turned out of Paradiſe ; 3. Abel is killed by bis wicked brother Cain; 
God drowns all mankind in the Flood, on account of therr ' 
wicked and perverſe tempers, excepting Noah and bis family who 


are preſermed in the ark, 


r'T 15 now almoſt fix 
thouſand years ſince 
Gop ArmicaTY, of his 


to create this world out of 
nothing; nor did he 
make uſe of any other 
power for that purpoſe 
beſides his bare word; 
and after he had, in fre 
days, made the earth, and 
the ſun, and the moon, 
and the ſtars; every fiſh 


in the ſea, every bird in 


N e 


great goodneſs, was pleaſed 


| 


and creeping thing which 
moves upon the face of the 
earth, on the ſixth day 
he reſolved to make man, 
which he did accordingly,” 
out of the common duſt. 
And he ſaid I will make 
him in my own image! 7 
but we are not to imagine, 
for that reaſon, that Goo 
is like a man, for he is 
: ſpirit, and has neither Ty 
ody, parts, nor paſſions. 7; 
But Gop breathed into the 
man's noſtrils the breath 
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Adam. 


huſband and wife. 
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of life, thereby makin 
him like himſelf, that 1s 
to ſay, immortal. And 
this was our firit parent 
But God's good- 
neſs did not reſt here, for 
fearing leaſt his new for- 
med creature ſhould grow 
melancholy for want of a 


companion, and with an 


intent, as we may ſuppoſe, 
to continue his kind upon 
earth, he caſt Aaam after- 
wards into a deep ſleep, 


and taking a rib from his 
ſide, he out of it formed 
2 woman. 
figuring the near and in- 


By this action 


timate relation between 
And 


Adam received her from 
God, and called her name 
Exe. And from theſe two 
are deſcended all the men 
and women that have ſince 
lived in the world. 

God ALMIGHTY having 


4 


command they ever after 
kept holy, abſtaining from 
all work upon it. And 
it is in imitation of this 
that we keep Sunday. 

But ſuch was the infinite 


love of Gop, that he never 
could do | 


thought he 
enough for Man. So he 
took Adam and his wife, 
and placed them in a 
beautiful 


the ſame time, that he 
made them a preſent of 
every, thing they ſaw, 
which they - might freely 


command and make what 


uſe they pleaſed of, only, 
ſaid he, of one particular 
fruit, Which 

ä tree, 


ChAp. I. 


thus finiſhed the great 

work of the Creation, on 
the ſeventh day from which 
he begun it, he reſted, and 
this the Fewrs called the 
ſabbath, which by Gop's 


garden called: 
Paradiſe ; telling them, at 


WS. On 4a 


brought ſome of the fruit 
Veak enough to taſte it 
ſo it is called in the Holy 
1 Scriptures, had ſome par- 
ticular quality belonging 


| perſons who eat it, imme- 


innocent, but when Gop 
came into the garden to ] 


Cray. I. 
tree, in the middle of the 
garden, you ſhall not eat. 
Nay, he told them, if 


they taſted it they ſhould 
certainly die. 


2. However, this was | had 
to them he told them of 


not ſufficient to prevent 
the woman from being 


tempted by the devil, in | 


the ſhape of a ſerpent, to 
break Gop's command; 
and not only ſo, but he 


to her huſband, who was 
too. Now this apple, for 
to it, by which means the 
diately became to have the 
knowledge of good and 


evil, Our firſt parents, 
therefore, were no longer 


The Childrens Bible. 2 


them kept out of his 
ſight, for ſhame, becauſe 
they were naked. This 


aſſured GOD ALMIGHTY 


of what they 
And calling 


immediately 
had done. 


his ſuſpicions. 1 
The man confeſſed. Ns 
crime, but laid the fault 


on the woman ; and ſhe 
in her turn accuſed the 


ſerpent. However, GoD 
was ſo incenſed, that he 
turned them directly out 


of Paradiſe, intailing death 


and numberleſs miſeries. 


upon them and their aue 


poſterity. 

Obſerve, now | my Gear 
little reader, how eaſy; a 
command our firſt parents 


broke, which Gon impoſed 
upon them, meerly to try 


their obedience. And, 


ſuch 1s our crime, when to 
ſatisfy * of our own: 


B 2 idle 
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idle appetites and deſires, 
we go againſt his holy will 
and pleaſure. But our 
puniſhment will be much 
greater, ſince we ſhall ſhut 
ourſelves out thereby, 
from a thouſand times a 
more glorious paradi/ethan 
that they loſt, even from 
Heaven itſelf, when thoſe 
who hear Gop's word and 
keep it, ſhall live and be 
as 44 to all eternity. 

But to return to our firſt 
parents; having ruined 
© themſelves in the manner 
which is related above. 
- Im proceſs of time they 


had two ſons, . the eldeſt 


of which, 


named Cain, 


was a gardener, and the 


youngeſt called Abel was 
- A ſhepherd. Now Cain 
was of a proud ſtubborn 
- ſpirit, fo that when he 
ename to offer part of his 


/- #ruits to Gop Aluichrr, | 


his own brother whom in- 


other that they were re- | 
jected. But, on the con- 
trary, 


brother. 


3. Now this vexed the : 
wicked Cain and raiſed} 
his envy : wherefore mak- | 
ing a pretence ſhortly after} 

to walk with poor Abel in 


the fields, he watched his 
opportunity, and when he 
thought nobody was near 
murdered him : thus, com- 
miting the moſt horrid of 
all crimes, in the moſt 
horrid degree, even upon 


ead of depriving of life 
it 
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he found by ſome token or 


| when Abel, who | 

was a good mild youth, 
came to ſacrifice one of his 
flock, Gop condeſcended | 
to accept it, thereby ſhew- | 
ing a particular mark of | 
favour to him, as he had 
before ſhewn a particular | 
ſign of diſlike to his | 


þ 
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it was his duty to have 
defended with the hazard 
of his own. | 

But we are much miſ- 
taken when we do a bad 
action in private, if for that 
reaſon we imagine nobody 
ſees us, for Gop is preſent 
every where, and it would 
be better for us, that it 
# ſhould be publiſhed to all 
the world, ſo it might be 
kept a ſecret from him. 
Hut that is impoſſible, and 
he quickly convinced Cain 

that he had not committed 
his crime without a witneſs 
When driving him out of 
ſociety, he fixed a frightful 
mark upon him, which 
made all people run away 
from, and avoid, him. 
Let every one, therefore, 
love their brothers and 
ſiſters, and if they ſee them 


more careſſed than them 


ſelves, be ſure that it is be- 
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| cauſe they are better, and 


—— 


5 


not for that reaſon gro- 
croſs, and ill tempered, but 
ſtrive to be as good as they, 
unleſs they have a mind to 
draw upon themſelves the 
ſame puniſhment which 
God inflicted on Cain. 

4. Thus, my dear child. 
you have ſeen the dreadful 
conſequences of vice in 
particular perſons; but the 
world ſoon grew ſo intole- 
rably wicked, that Gon 
ALMIGHTY could endure it 
no longer, and he reſolyed; 
to deſtroy it all at once. 
However, as he never, 
puniſhes the innocent with; 
the guilty, there was one 
Necah, who was a pions: 
and virtuous man, and him 
Gop ALMIGHTY determin- 
ed to ſave, together with his 
whole family. And Neb, 
by the commands of Gop, 
made a great ſhip which 
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And, into 


his wife, and his ſons, 
and his daughters, taking 


a certain number of every 


living creature along with 


him; and he was no ſooner. 


out of danger, than Gop 
cauſed it to rain for forty 
days ſucceſlively, and the 
ſea, and the rivers, at the 
ſame time over-flowing, 


the whole earth was covered 
with water a conſiderable 
deal above the higheſt 
And all the 


wicked inhabitants of it 
were utterly deſtroyed. 
Nor did the waters be- 
gin to abate in leſs than 
ſeven months, 
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we know by the name 


of the Ari. 
this ſhip he went with 


| 


when a 


Cray. I. 
ſtrong wind blowing from 


Heaven the arł reſted upon 


a mountain, and Noah, in 


order to try whether the 


earth was quite dry or not 
let fly a little dove, which 
immediately returned to 


him again, being able to 
find no place of reſt. But 
ſending the ſame dove out 
again, in a ſhort time after 
| ſhe preſently came back 
with an olive-branch in 
her bill; thereby, letting 
Maß underſtand that the | 
Flood was gone back. So 


Noah with all his family 


came out of the ar, than- 


ing and praiſing Gop, and 
all the birds and beaſts came 
out with him, 


; 1. OW Neah being 


art, with all his family, 
and the multitude of crea- 
tures which were there with 
him, GopALmicaTy ſpoke 
to him, and aſſured him, 
that mankind ſhould never 
be deſtroyed in the ſame 
manner again. 


Gos and Mer. And by | 
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CHA 


1. Cd's covenant with Noah. 
3. The birth, marriage, and going down of Abraham into 


Babel, 


Fm 
2. The building of the tower of 


Eg ypt, with the evil conſequences of bis telling king Pharaoh a lye, 
4. The birth of Iſhmael, 5. The deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
6, The birth of Tſaac. 7. The death of Sarah, Abraham's wife, 


come out of the 


And he 
told him, moreover, that 
he ſet his bow in the 
Heavens (that circle of 
beautiful colours which we 
frequently ſee before and 
after a ſhower, and call a 
rain- bow) which ſhould 
be as a covenant between 


great folly. . 


the immediate bleſſing of 
our Glorious Maker, all 
manner of living creatures 
were multiplied upon the 
the earth, exceedinply. 
And Neah being a very 
old man at laſt died, leav- 
ing three ſons behind him, 
Shem, Ham, and TJaphet. / 
2. But the world no 
ſooner was peopled again, 
than they began to follow 
their former wickedneſs. 
Tho' what they attempted 
to do, ſoon after this, was 
rather an inſtance of their 
All mankind 
lived about the ſame parts 
of the country, and they 
B 4 ſpoke 


and at the ſame time a 


when one aſked for a brick, 


parts of the earth, forming 


which, in the Hebrew lan- 
guage, ſignifies confſion. 
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| ſpoke but one language; 


ſo they determined among 
themſelves to build a city, 


tower, which ſhould reach 
up to Heaven; but Gop | 
ALMIGHTY pitying their 
weakneſs would not inflict 
any puniſhment upon them: 
only, coming down, he 
made them all ſpeak diffe- 
rent tongues, ſo that they 
were obliged to deſiſt from 
their vain undertaking, for 


the perſon whom he ſpoke | 
to, not underſtanding him, 
brought ſome mortar. 
Upon this the people di- 
ſperſed themſelves into all 


different pations. And 


from this the name of the 
tower was called Babel, 


3. Sometime after this, 


i 


— 
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there was a man named 


Terah who had three ſons, | 


Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 
And Abram and Haran 
took wives, and the name! 
of Abram's wife was Sarai, 
and that of Harau's was 
And Gop loved 
Abram becauſe he was a 
good man, and he promiſed # 
that he would make him 


Milcha. 


the father of a great people, 


and that all the nations in 
the world ſhould be bleſſed 7 


in him; that is, that our 
bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
Jesus CRRISH ſhould be 


born of a woman, de- 


ſcended from his family, 


which was afterwards ful- | 
filled accordingly. 
And Abram, in obedience 
to the commands of Go, 
took his wife, and Lot his 
nephew, and all his houſe - 
hold and went down into 

Egypt, on account of ay 
famine 


Was his ſiſter. 
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famine which raged in 
other parts of the country. 


Now Sarai was very hand- 


ſome, and Abram was a- 
fraid, if he owned ſhe was 
his wife, that the Egyp- 
tians would kill him, in 
order to get her into their 
poſſeſſion. He, therefore, 
determined to ſay that ſhe 
But mark 
the bad effects which al- 
ways attend lying. Some 
of the Egyptian lords ſee- 
ing her, told Pharaoh the 
king of her great beauty, 


upon which he immediate- 


1y ordered, that ſhe ſhould 
be taken from her brother 


(as he thought) and brought 
into his palace. However, 
Gop was diſpleaſed to ſee | 


his ſervant's wife raviſhed |- 


from him in that manner, 
ſo be ſent great plagues 
among Pharaoh and all his 
people. And the cauſe of 
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his anger at laſt being diſ- 


covered, the king chid 
Abram ſeverely for decei- 
ving him, and reſtoring 
Sara: back again, deſired 
that he would immediately 
leave his dominions. 
But by this time, both 
Abram and Lot had in- 
creaſed to that degreeinthe 
number of their family and 
their cattle, that no country 
was ſufficient to contain 
and provide for them to- 
gether. Beſides, their peo- 
ple could not agree, ſo they 
reſolved to part company z 
and Abram ſtayed in the 
land of Canaan, while Lot 
went to ſettle in the plains 
about Sodom and Gos 
morrah. 
4. And Abram was 
deeply afflicted © becauſe 
Sara: his wife brought him 
no children. And not- 
withſtanding that Gov AT- 
MIGHTY 


MIGHTY promiſed him he 
ſhould have a ſon, his wife 
could not have patience; 
but in the mean time de- 
fired that he would take a 
maid of her's called Hagar, 
who might poſſibly bring 
him iſſue. And this being 
a common cuſtom in thoſe 
early times, Abram com- 
plied with her requeſt, 
and Hagar accordingly 
grew with child. But the 
no ſooner perceived it, than 
ſhe began to treat her 
miſtreſs Sarai with con- 
tempt; and Abram telling 
his wife, who had com- 
plained to him of Hagar's 
inſolence, that her ſervant 
was in her hands, and ſhe 
might treat her as ſhe 

leaſed ; Sara: in her turn 
his to behave over Ha- 
gar with great ſeverity. 
And the maid ran away 


= 


from her, wandering in the | 
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| wilderneſs ; till at laſt ſhe |} 
ſat down near a well, where 


an angel from Heaven 
calling on her, bid her be 
of comfort, for that ſhe 
was with child of a boy, 
who ſhould grow in time 
to be of great might and 


terror. And he deſired 
ſhe would go back to 


her miſtreſs. So Hagar 
returned home again, and 
ſhortly after was brought- 
to bed of a boy, and call- 
ed his name Imael. 
And about this time Gon 
was pleaſed to appoint the 
mark of circumciſion, and 


Abram and all his people 


were circumciſed. And 
Gop, at the ſame time, 
ordered 4bramto change his 
name into that of Abrabam, 
and Sara; her's into that of 
Sarah. And Gop renewed 
his former promiſes, 


| 5 Now 


Sodom and Gemorrah were 
the wickedeſt upon the 
face of the earth. And 
Go ſent down his angels 
to deſtroy them, root and 
branch. 
peared to Abraham as he 
ſat at his tent door, in the 
in the likeneſs of three 
young men. 
they had eat and drank, 

they roſe up and told bim 
# what was their errand ; but 
Abrabam, 


about thoſe places, moſt 


and at laſt they were ſo 


HAP. II. 
5. Now the people of 


And they ap- 
And after 


who 1 his 
nephew Lot and ſeveral 
other relations in and 


humbly beſought the angels 
to take pity upon them, | 


condeſcending, . on Abra- 
ham's mtreaty, to promiſe 
that if there were only ten | 
good people among them, 
that the cities ſhould not 
be deſtroy ed. So the angel. 
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went on their way, and 
about evening they came 
to Lot's houſe, in Sodom, 
into which they entered; 
but the wicked inhabitants 
ſeeing them, gathered about 
the door, and called to 
Lot to ſend the young men 
out to them. However, 
the angels, as they grew. 
more violent, ſtruck them 
every man with blindneſs. 
And then turning to Lot, 
they deſired him to go and 
gather all his ſons, and 
their wives, and their kin- 
dred together, whom the 
Loxp would ſpare, on ac- 
count of his regard for 
Abraham, and take them 
a diſtance off, for they 
were come to defiroy thoſe 
deteſtable cities. 

And Lot did as he was 
commanded, but his relati- 
ons laughed at him; ſo the 


next morning the angels 
took 


took him, and his wife, 
and his two daughters, and 
turning them out of the 
town, deſired them to 
make the beſt of their way 


to the mountains, for no- 


thing could be done till 
they were got there; but, 
at the ſame time, gave a 


ſtrict charge, that none of 


them ſhould venture to look 
back. So Lot began his 
Journey, and Gop rained 
brimſtone and fire out of 
Heaven, and Sodom and 
Gomorrah, with all the 
adjacent cities, were burnt 
to the ground, with all the 
vile inhabitants. And Lot's 
wife, preſuming to look 
behind her, was turned in- 
to a pillar of ſalt. 

6. And now the time of 
God's promiſe to Abraham 
being fulfilled, his wife 
Sarah became with child 
in her old age, and ſhe 


n 4 
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was brought-to-bed of a 
ſon, and they called his 


name Jaac. 
But when the boy was 


weaned, and pretty well 
grown up, Sarah one day 
catched /4mael, the child- 
of her maid Hagar, mock- 


ing and -.jeſting at him. 
Upon 
diately inſiſted, that both 


he and his mother ſnould 
be turned out of doors. 
However, Abraham was | 


unwilling to do this, for 
he loved his fon, till Gop 


telling him to comply with | 


his wife, and that he would 
take care of 7hmaerl, Ha- 
gar was once again turned 
into .the wilderneſs. 


when the victuals, which 
ſhe had brought out with 
her, were quite gone, ſhe' 
laid her fon, who grew 
faint for want of water, 
upon the ground, and — 
| | at 


hich ſhe imme- 


And | 


thirty years old when Gop, 
in order to try Abraham's 
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ſat herſelf at ſome diſtance ' 
from him, weeping bitter- 
ly. And an azge/ at that 
nſtant opening her eyes, 
ſhe ſpied a well of water, 
and he told her at the ſame 
time that God was her 
friend. And Gop bleſſed 
them both, and JZmaeci, 
when he came to age, mar- 
ried an Egyptian woman. 
And Jaac was about 


faith, called to him, and 
deſired him to go and ſa- 
crifi ce his ſon. And Abra- 
ham loved Jſaac as if he 
had been himſelf. How | 
ever, in obedience to Gop's 
commands, he took him, 
and laying wood upon an 
altar he ſet his ſon aac 
at top of it, and drawing 
a knife, was juſt going to 


perform the ſacrifice, when | 
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an angel from Heaven de- 


| fired him to hold his hand; 
and Abraham, turning a- 


bout, ſaw a ram caught 
in a thicket by his horns. 
And the angel ordered him 
to make an offering of that 
inſtead of his ſon, whom 
Gop never deſigned to 
have hurt. However, ſince 
Abraham did not even 
with-hold what was moſt 
dear to him, from the 


| deſire of the Lozp, he 


ſwore that his ſeed ſhould 
be multiplied like the ſtars 


in Heaven. | 


7. And Abraham re- 
turned home with aac; 
ſoon after which, Sarah 
his wiſe, being very old, 
died, and Abraham buried 
her in a field, which he 
bought of the children of 
Heth, for four hundred 
ſhekels of filver. _ 
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BRA HAM hav- 
ing thus buried 
his wife, began now to en- 


we er — * — 


ing one for his ſon. How- 
ever, reſolving not to form 
any alliance with the peo 
ple of the country in which 
he lived, he called a ſer- 
vant in whom he placed 
great confidence, one Elie- 
Ser, and firſt ſwearing him 
in a very ſolemn manner 
to obey his commands, he 
defired that a handſome re- 
tinue might be got toge- 
ther, and that Eliexer 


tertain thoughts of provid- 


would inftantly repair to 


= The Childrens Bible. Cnav, III. f 


C 

J 

1. 

CHAP. III. 13 
W 

to 

al 


| 


his, Abraham's, native land, | 


1. The marriage of Iſaac and Rebekah, 2. Abraham marries bit 
ſecond wife Keturah, 5 The Death of Abraham, 4. The birth 5 
of Jacob and Eſau. 5. Eſau ſells his birth=right, 6, Iſaac goes | 
to Gerar. 7. Eſau ee οο⁰ο Wives, 8. Jacob cblains bis i Y 
ther's bleſſing in the place of his elder brother, BY 


and bring from Fe a ne 
damſel 5 be the wife of ca 


his ſon Iſaac. ; an, 


And the ſervant went ace 
according to his maſter's or- Pr⸗ 
ders, till he came near the 6. 
city of Nahor, where 4bra- © anc 
ham's relations dwelt : and tim 
Eliezer kneeled down by to. 
a well, and prayed to Gon 
that as he had now got 
ſafe to his journey's end; 
ſo if it were the will of buſi 


heaven to proſper his com- n 2 
miſſion, he humbly prayed 
that the young woman de- back 


ſigned for Jaac's wife, Baz 
might come to that well Þ 
to draw water ; and that _ 


his © 
birth © 
goes 5 


5 fa- © 


daughter 
nephew Bethuel, ſoon after 
came out with her father, 
and every thing happened 
according 
prayer; ſo he gave Re- 
belab a fine gold earing, 
and telling her at the ſame 


tO. 
quickly invited him into 
the city, and Flieger in- 
forming them there of the 
buſineſs he came upon, 
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his deſiring the favour of 
a draught from her, ſhe 
might not only comply 
with his requeſt, but offer 
to give water to his camels 
alſo. 

Now Rebekah, the 
of Abraham's 


Eliezer's 


to 


time, whom he belonged 
Abraham's kindred 


in a ſhort time after Re- 


© tine this Abraham 
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bekah accompanied him | 
back to' his maſter, and 
= and the were mar- 


13 
married a ſecond wife cal- 
led Ketarah, by whom he 
had fix ſons, and giving 
them ſuch a ſufficient por- 
tion, when they were come 
to man's eſtate, - he ſent 
them away to ſettle in o- 
ther countries, leaving all 
the reſt of his immenſe _ 
riches to his dear //aac. 

3. And Abraham was 
one hundred and eighty 
five years old when he 
| died, and his ſons, Iſaac 

and Þmarl, buried in the 
ſame cave, in which he 
had before interred bis be- 
loved wife Sarah. 

4. But oth Aaaddi 
all Jaac's proſperity al 
grandeur he was not hap- 
y, becauſe Nebelab 
rought him no children; 
However, putting his truſt 
in that Gop, who never 
forfakes the juſt and vir- 
: tuous, he prayed with a 


devout 


16 
devout heart; when be- 
hold Rebekah ſuddenly 
conceived, and at the end 
of the uſual time brought 
him forth twins; they 
were boys, and the name 
of the elder was called 
Eſau, and the name of the 
younger Jacob. WE 
5. When theſe children 
were grown up, Eſau ſpent 


his time in hunting, but 


Jacob ſtaid more at home, 
and was ſober and ſedate; 
now it happened one day 
that Eau returning from 
his ſport, was faint thro 
exceſſive hunger; and ſee- 
ing Jacob with a meſs of 

ottage before him, which 

e was juſt going to eat, 
he begged of his brother to 
give him ſhare of it, but 
Jacob refuſed, unleſs the 
other would reſign his 
birth- right to him: and 
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this E/au did, binding him- | 


ſelf with an oath. 


However we ſhould be 


careful, not to conſider 
this in the light of mortal 


actions: for if we do, Ja- 


cob was very wicked to 
inſiſt upon ſuch hard con- 
ditions from his brother, 


to whom he ſhould have 


given ſome of his victuals 
freely; but Gop, who can- 
not err, put this into his 
neart, in order to bring a- 
bout what he had before 
ordained, that Jacob ſhould 
be the principal branch of 
his family: and Gop 
would at this time un- 
doubtedly puniſh any one, 
who ſhould be ſo churliſh 
and unreaſonable. 

6. And there was a fa- 


mine in the land again, 


and Jaac went with his 
family to a place called 
E Gerar 


”- 
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Gerar, where he ran into 
the very ſame error, which 
before had like to have oc- 
caſioned ſo much miſchief 
to his father Abraham; for 
fearing leaſt the men of the 
country, if they knew that 


he was the huſband of Re- 
= b:kah, who was a very beau- 
Z tiful woman, would kill 
him in order to get poſ- 


ſeſſion of her, he told every 
body ſhe was his ſiſter. 
However, the evil conſe- 
quences of this falſehood 
were happily prevented, 
by king Abimelech's ſeeing 
Jaac one day more familar 
with Rebekah, than ſuch a 
relationſhip would warrant. 
When chiding Jaac very 
ſeverely for attempting to 
impoſe ſuch a deceit, he 
defired he would leave his 
dominions. But after Jaac 
was removed, Abimelech 


and his people ſought his | 
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friendſhip, and there was a 
league made between them 
to which both parties 
ſwore. X 

7. And the Holy Serip- 
ture tells us, that about 
this time Eſau, to the great 
grief of his parents, mar- 
ried two Cauaanitiſbẽomen, 
(for in thoſe days men were 
allowed as many wives as 
they thought proper, for the 
more ſpeedy peopling of 
the world) and the name 
of one of his wives was 

Judith, and the name of 
the other Baſbematb. 

8. But notwithſtanding 
the diſpleaſure which Jaac 
conceived againſt him on 
this account, we find never- 
theleſs that Z/az was his fa- 
vourite, becauſe he uſed to 

bring him veniſon. And 
being very old, and quits 
dimſighted, he called one 


day to his * ſon, deſiring 
| roge 
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that he would go kill a deer, 
and dreſs him ſuch ſavoury 
meat as he knew he was 
fond of, becauſe he had a 
mind to bleſs him before he 
died. Now Jacob was the 


favourite of Rebekah, who 


over hearing what her huſ- 
band had juſt ſaid to Eau, 
the inſtant he was gone out, 
killed a young kid, and 
Preparing it according to 
Jſaac's palate ſhe gave it to 
her ſon Jacob, deſiring that 
he would carry it into his 


father, who miſtaking him 


for Eſau, would give him 
the promiſed bleſſing. 
But Jacob anſwered how 
ſhall I do this, ſince my 
brother was born with an 
hairy ſkin, my father will 
eaſily perceive the diffe- 
rence. So Rebelab made 
kim gloves of the Kkid's ſkin, 
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putting the hairy ſide 
outward, when 1/aac feel- | 

ing his hands rough like | 
E/au's, though he thought 


the voice was that of his 


ſon Jacob, he bleſſed him. 
Now Jacob was ſcarcely |} 
come out, when Eau, 
ignorant of what had hap- 


pened, returned with the WM; 


veniſon; but when he hear- | 
ed how his brother had 
circumvented him, and that | 
his father alſo refuſed to | 
retract what he had done, | 
he wept bitterly, and in 
the violence of his paſſion 
{wore to murder Jacob as 
ſoon as their father was 
dead. So Jacob, to avoid 
his fury, taking leave of 


Jſaac and Rebekah, fled 


from home and went to 
live with his mother's 


| relations. 


CHAP, 
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| ſelf, who 
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CHAPTER IV. 


1. The viſon of Jacob's ladder, 


Fourteen years for his two daughters, Leah and Rachel, 
4. Makes a new agreement with bis 
5. His policy to grow rich, 


cob has chilaren by his eviwes, 
father-1 n-la%, 


OW Jacob being 


on his journey 


was be-lated, and gather- 
ing ſome ſtones for his pil- 
low, he lay down upon 
the ground to ſleep, aud he 
= dreamed, and behold there 

appeared to him a ladder ſet _ 


upon the earth, and the top 
of tt reached to Heaven, and 
the angels of God, were af- 
cenging and deſcending there- 
on; and on the top of all 
ſtood GopALMI HT him- 
renewed the 
promiſes which he had be- 
fore made to his family ; 


after which Jacob wakening 


offered up his prayers to the 
Great Creator, who had 
been pleaſed to manifeſt 


2. Jacob ſerves bis n Laban 
3. Ja- 


himſelf to him in ſo extra- 
ordinary a viſion, and he 
purſued his way. 

Till coming to a well near 
Haran, Where the people 
uſed to water their flocks; 
he was informed that Ra- 
chel, the daughter of his 
mother's brother, Laban, 
was approaching that way; 
upon which he rolled a 
great ſtone from the well; 
and making himſelf known, 
ſhe haſtened to inform her 
father of his arrival, who 
received him with open 
arms. And Jacob agreed 
to ſerve his uncle Laban 
ſeven years in the quality 
of a herdſman, but with 


this proviſo; that as ſoon 
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as the term was expired he 
ſhould give him his daugh- 
ter Rachel for a wiſe; and 
Laban promiſed ; but when 
the time was come, he con- 
trived to paſs his elder 
daughter Leab upon Jacob, 
by puting her in Rachel's 
place. However, he after- 
wards gave Rachel to him 
alſo, on condition that he 
would ſerve him ſeven years 
longer. | 

3. Now Jacob did not 
love Leah ſo well as Ra- 
chel, wherefore Gop took 
compailion on her, and ſhe 
bare Jacob fix ſons, Reuben, 
Simeon, Levi, Fudah, Ja- 
char, Zebulun, and one 
daughter called Dinah; but 
Rachel was barren: and ſhe 
envied her ſiſter's happineſs 
in having children, ſo ſhe 
prevailed on her huſband 
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| ſaid Rachel, perhaps I may 
have children by her ; and 
this woman bore Faceb 
| two ſons, and Rachel called 
the firſt Dan, and the 
ſecond Napthali. Upon 
which Leah ſeeing that ſhe 
had left off bearing, came 
to Jacob alſo, and prayed 
him to accept of a maid of 
her's called Z:i/pah, and Ja- 
cob complying, this woman 
; brought him two ſons more, 
and Leah called their names 
| Gad and Aur. And 
| Gop at length hearkening 
to Rachel's prayer, ſhe 
brought Jacob a ſon alſo, 
and they called his name 
Jan. 

5. Jacob ſeeing his fami- 
ly increaſed in this man- 
ner, thought it was full time 
to think of returning back 
into his native country; 


to take a maid-ſervant ſhe ; whereapon he went to his 


had, called Billal, for father Lala, and told him 


\ his 
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his deſign, at the ſame time 
deſiring that he would give 
him his wives and his chil- 
dren, for which he had 
ſerved him ſo long and ſo 
faithfully, and let him go. 
But Laban intreated him 
not to depart yet, for 
he ſaw that Gov bleſſed 
every thing which Jacob 
was concerned in, and had 
bleſſed himſelf for Jacob's 
fake. And he told him, 
moreover, that if he would 
ſtill remain in the Ration he 
was, it ſhould be on his own 
terms, for he would give 
him whatever wages he de- 
manded ; this was a fair 
propoſal ; and Jacob anſwer- 


ed, that if he would conſent 


to give him all the beaſts 
which were at that time 
among his cattle either 
ſpeckled or ring - ſtreaked, 
and all that might, from 


that time till he left him, | 


| 
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be brought forth ſo, he 
would ſtay. And Laban 
accepted his ſervice upon 
this condition. So Jacob 
removed his portion of the 
flocks three days journey 
diſtant from his father- 
in law's, and putting them 
under the care of proper 
officers, he ſtayed to take 
care of Lalan's himſelf. 
And Jacob thought of 
the following device to in- 
creaſe the number of cattle 
which ſhould fall to his 
ſhare. He took ſome thin 
twigs of different trees, 
and peeling the out-fide 
rinds off from them in 
ſtreaks, ſo that the white 
might here amd there ap- 
pear, he ſtuz 
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conſtantly before their eyes 
during the time of concep- 
tion, brought forth their 
young almolt all of two 
colours. However, I kope 
I need not obſerve to my 
young readers, that this 
action of Jacob's, alſo, muſt 
be looked upon as the ef- 
fect of Divine Inſpiration. 


. The Childrens Bible. 


And as no ſuch excuſe can 
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be made now, a fraud of 
this kind would | ve highly 
blameable; for we are not 
to take ſiniſter meaſures to 
profit ourieives upon any 
account, even 1n our deal- 
ings with intire ſtrangers, 
much leſs in thoſe with our 


| neareit friends and relations. 


CHATTER V. 


. Faeob quits his father-in-law s ſervice. 
4. Meets bis brother Eſau. 


3. Mreſiles with an angel. 


2. Is purſued by Laban. 
3 Nut 


. 6. The Shechemites ſlain, 


1. ] OW Laban began 
221 to diſlike his ſon- 
in la w's ſucceſs, and think- 
ing to evade an engage 
ment by which he found 
himſelf in the way to be 
ſo conſiderable a loſer, 
he changed Jacob's wages 
no les than ten times, but 
the hand of Gop as often 
turned it to Jacob s advan- 

gs 


And Jacob on the other 
hand began to be diſpleaſed 
at his father in-law's treat- 
ment; he thought theſe 
proceedings were but an 
l return tor the long ſer- 
vices he had done him. 
Beſides, he did not know 
how far Labam's reſentment 
might carry him at laſt, 
perha ps to the deſtruction of 


himſelf and family. Where- 


fore, 
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can fore, ſending one day for 
d of Leab and Rachel to come out 
ghly to him in the field, where he 
not ¶ was watching and feeding 
s to the caitle, he told them 
any his fears; he told them he 


ecal-W piainly perceived Laban 
rers, and his ſons, had for ſome 
our time looked upon him wit 
ons. jealoas eyes, and that it 
was high time to think of 
providing for their mutual 
20 an. ſafety. 
1nab His wives, as their duty 
| directed them, made anſwer 
ther that they were all obe 
aſeddience to whatever he pro- 
eat-poſed, and in the end it 
eſe was determined among 
an! themſelves, to move of 
ſer- with their ſervants and cat- 
im. tle, without giving Labar 
owl any previous notice of their 
ent deign; and this Facob ace 
aft, cordingly executed in the 
nofY night, geting a conſider- 
re- able way from the place 
4 


- The Childrens Bible. 
| 


23 


before any body knew 1 
his departure, 

2 But the news was no 
ſooner brought to his 
father in- law, than in a 
great paſſion, getting a num- 
ber of bis people together, 
he prepared to follow him; 
and he was now almoſt 
come up to the ſpot on 


which Jacob, had pitched 


his tents, wh-n Gop ap- 


pearing to Laban m a dream, 
bid him to beware of what 
he was about, for if he 
offered to hurt a hair of 


Jacob's head, he would ſe- 


verely puniſh him. And 
Laban waking, went with 
his retinue towards Facab, - 
but paying a juſt regard to 
the warning he had receiv- 


| ed, he only chid him for 


leaving his country in that 
clandeſtine manner; and 
ſearching for ſome images 
of his, Which he imagined 
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were ſtolen by ſome of 


Jacob's family, he returned, 
firſt ſetting up a land- mark, 
beyond which neither party 
ſhould preſume to paſs, in 
order to do a miſchief. to 
the other. 

3. After this Jacob pur- 
ſued his rout, when tidings 
were brought him, that his 
brother Eſau, at the head 


of four hundred men, was 


coming upon the march to 


meet him. This terrified 
Jacob exceedingly, not- 


withſtanding which he de- 


termined not to retreat, 
but imploring the Divine 
protection, he picked out 


ſome of the beſt of his 
in number about 
ſix hundred, and ordering 
them to be driven before, 


in different flocks, as a pre- 


ſent to his brother, he 
then diſpatched his wives 
and children, following in 
the rear all alone. 


CAP. V. 


And being come to the 
fide of a brook, the Holy 
Scriptures inform us, that 
Jacob was wreſtled with 
by an angel, from the ſetting 
of the ſun, to the breaking 
of the day; and ſtill re- 
ſiſting with great ſtrength, 
the angel at laſt touched 
him on the hollow of the 
thigh, which occaſioned 
Jacob to halt ever after. 
And it was upon this ac- 
count, that the Jeu, never 


eat of the ſinew that ſhrank, 
which is upon the hollow | 


of the thigh. 

4. But, we are further 
told, that this angel at the 
ſame time changed Jacob's 
name into that of J/-ael, 
who, procuring his bleſiing, 
went forward to meet his 
brother. And Eſau having 
by this met the people 
with the preſent, began 
to be ſoftened, and at laſt 

totally 


CHAP. V. 
totally forgetting his anger, 
when Jacob preſented him- 
ſelf, he immediately fell 
upon his neck and kiſſed 
him, and wept. Jacob then 
brought his wives, and his 
ſons, and his daughter, 
who all bowed themſelves 
before E/au, and many 
tokens of kindneſs and 
civility being paid and re- 
ceived on both ſides, they 
parted ; an excellent leſſon 
to teach ſuch near relations 
how to behave towards 


one another with conde- 


cenſion and affection; and 
not by pride and bitter- 
neſs, tc inflame any little 
heats tlat may poſſibly riſe 
betwixt them. Let every 
brother then be Jacob in 
his ſubniſſion to his brother, 
and Eſiu in his readineſs to 
forgive 

5. Jacob having thus 
by his prudent behaviour 


0 
8 
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25 
turned his brother's re- 
ſentment into friendſhip, 
purchaſed a field in a place 
called Succoth, in which he 
erected an altar, and pitch- 
ed his tents. But he had 
not been long ſeated there, 
before a misfortune hap- 
pened to his family, in the 
perſon of his daughter 
Dinah, who was raviſhed by 
Shechem ſon of Hamer the 
prince of the country, 
while ſhe was upon a viſit 
to ſome of the female in- 
habitants : but Dinah be- 
ing extremely beautiful, 
the young prince was will- 
ing to marry her, and his 
father Hamor, at Shechem's 
defire, began to treat with 
Jacob about the match. 

6. Nor was Jacob deaf 
to Hamor's propoſal, but 
conſulting with his houſe- 


hold, it was agreed, that 


uld take 


the marriage 
place 
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place, on condition that 
the king, and all his male 
ſubjects, would conſent to 
be circumciſed; and to 
this they readily ſubmitted. 
When on the third day, 
at the time that their 
wounds were the moſt un- 


eaſy, Simeon and Lew, two 


of Jacob's ſons, entered 
among them armed, and 
without ſparing either age 
or rank, flew all thoſe un- 


fortunate people, unable, 


from their circum?ances, 


to make any reſiſtance; i 
and afterwards plundering 


the city, they brought all 
the wives and daughters of 
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vity. But this bloody and 
cruel enterprize was ſorely 
affecting to the pious Jacob, 
who by no means applau- 
ded the barbarity of his 
ſons; but, on the contrary, 
reproved them ſeverely for 
committing an action which 
even the outrage offered 
to their ſiſter could by no 
means excuſe. However it 
had this good effect, that it 
ſtruck ſuch a terror into 
the neighbouring nations, 
that none of them dare 
riſe to revenge upen Jacob 
the inhumanity of his ſons. 


E. 


1. Facth by, God's command removes to Beth-el. 
3. The death of Tſaac. 
5. They attempt to murder him. 


child- birth of Benjamin. 
bated Ly his brothers, 


2. Rach! dies in 
4. Foſeph is 
5. Foſeph 


it fold for a ſlaue. 7. The art of the brothers to diſguiſi the truth 


—_— their fitber. 


HINGS ln 
thus ſettled, Gop 


| commanded Jacob to re- 
move his habitaton to 
eb 
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there, in rememberance of 


when 
brother Eau: and Jacob 
ordered all the people be- 
longing to him, who had 
iaols to fling them away, 
and have recourſe to the 
true worſhip; and Gop 
bleſſed him, and renewed 
his promiſes 

2. But about this time 
Jacob ſuffered a very 


grievous affliction, his be- 


loved wife Nachel dying 
in child-bed of her ſecond 
ſon, whom with her laſt 
breath ſhe named Benjamin; 


and after having buried 


her, Jacobs purined his 
journey till he arrived at 
his father's dwelling- place, 
whom he had once more 
the honour and happineſs 
of embracing before death. 
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Beth-el, and build an altar | 
his having appeared to him 


in that place, at the time 
he fled from his 


.- 
3. For J/aac was a very 
old men, upwards of a 
hundred and four-ſcore 
years of age, when his ſon 
Jaceb returned to fee him. 
And Tfaar, bleſſing Jacob, 
died, and was honourably 
interred by his two ſons, 
who after his death parted 
their families, Eſau with- 


rawing to Mount Seir, 


| while Jacob remained in 


the peaceable poſſeſſion of 
the land of Canan. 
And here, my dear lit- 
tle reader, begins a hiſtory 
as delightful and inſtrue- 
ing, almoſt, as any in the 
whole ſacred Scriptures. I 
mean that paſſage in the 
Old Teſtament which 
generally goes «under the 
title of Jeſeph and his 
brethren. And as I truſt 
in Gop you will not fall 
to make the proper uſe of 


ſo excellent an example, 
1 — | 
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T ſhall here ſet down all 
the remarkable circum- 
{ſtances of that Patriarch's 
entertaining life and for- 
tune; tho' I muſt inform 
you, that it is impoſſible 
but the ſtory ſhould loſe 
both in it's weight and 
beauty, by departing in 
a ſingle word from the 
language of Holy Writ. 
4. You | have already 
been informed, that Jo/eph 


was the ſon of Jacob, by his 


wife Rache/, born to them 
before they left their father 
Laban's ſervice; and the 
Scriptures tell us that he 
was a lad of about ſeven- 
teen years old, when his 
brothers began to conceive 
a hatred againſt him, on 
account of the remarkable 
fondneſs which their father 
ſhewed for him, above any 
of the reſt of his children. 
Joſeph, for inſtance, was 


Cray. VI. 
diſtinguiſhed by finer 
cloaths than any of his 
brothers; and though this 
is the natural conſequence 
of being a good child, 
ſince parents will always 
love ſuch, and give them 
every thing that can poſ- 
ſibly conduce to their plea- 
ſure or happineſs; yet 
was Joſeph very much to 
blame. with reſpect to his 
brothers, for we are far- 
ther informed by the Holy 
Bible, that he uſed frequent- 
ly to bring tales to his 
father of what they did 
abroad, and this, as it 
made them grow ſtronger 
in their diſlike, ſo was it 
a very unfriendly and un- 
generous thing ; for tho' 
we are not obliged to agree 
with our brothers in any 
little folly, and it is our 
duty to diſſwade them from 
it as much as we can; yet 


we 
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we are by no means to be 
a ſpy upon their actions, 
or reveal ſuch to their pre- 


judice, either to our parents 
or any one elſe. | 


But this was not all; for 
Jeſeph uſed frequently to re- 
late two dreams which he 
had; the one, that as they 
were binding ſheafs, his 
ſheaf roſe and ſtood in the 


midſt of theirs; and that 


theirs made obeiſance to 
his ſheaf : the other, that 
the Sun, Mcon, and eleven 
ſtars, paid obeiſance to 
him alſo; both of which 
ſeemed to preſage his fu- 


ture grandeur and eleva- 


tion. 

5. Now all theſe pro- 
vocations put together, 
made 7oſzp/'s brothers turn 
ſo cruelly againſt him, that 
they reſolved to make away 
with him the firſt oppor- 
tunity that offered, And 
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Faceb accordingly ſending 
the lad one day to ſee 
how his other ſons went on, 
who kept their flocks in 
the fields, in a diſtant part 
of the country, they con- 
ſpired together to ſlay the 
dreamer, as they called 
him. But Neuben, their 


eldeſt brother, diſſwaded 


them from that bloody 
deſign, adviſing them, at 
the ſame time, rather to 
put them into a neighbour- 
ing pit than murder him; 
deſigning after they were 
withdrawn, to take him out 
again, and ſecretly convey 
him back to his father. 

6. And this advice they 
liſtened to, ſo ſeizing poor 
Joſeph, they ſtript off his 
fine cloaths, and put him 
down naked into the pit; 
and then they ſat down 
to feaſt and make merry. 
But thoſe unnatural br. 


30 
thers had hardly began 
their feaſt, when ſome 
Midiauitiſh merchants paſ- 
ſed that way, their camels 
loaded with ſpices, and 
other goods, which they 
were carrying to the mar- 
kets of Egypt, and to thoſe 
people they agreed to ſell 
Jaſepb, for thirty pieces 
of ſilver, thinking it was 
better to do this, than be 
guilty of his blood; ſo the 
merchants took Veſeph with 
them, and when they arriv- 
ed at their journey's end, 
they ſold him again to 
Potiphar, captain of the 
guards to Pharaab king of 
Egypt. 

. Mean while Reuben, 
as we have ſaid before, 
having a deſire to preſerve 


Joſenb, and being abſent | 
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when he was ſold, returned 
to the pit, but not finding 
him there, gave way to the 
moſt excefiive grief, and 
went to his brothers, telling 
them that he perceived 
they had made away with 
the boy, and he muſt ne- 
ver dare to look in his fa- 
thers face again. Here- 
upon they killed a kid, and 
dipping Jeſeph's coat in the 
blood, they brought it to 
their father, telling him 
that they found it ſo in the 
field, and that undoubtedly 
ſome wild beaſt or other 
had devoured him; which 
poor Jacob believing, he 
tore off his cloaths, and put 
aſhes on his head, mourn- 

ing after the cuſtom of 
thoſe days, and would take 
no comiort. 


CHAPTER 


CHAP. VII. 
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1. Joſepb's chaſtity, is thrown into priſon, 2. Interprets the dreams 


of Pharaoh's ſervants there. 


advanced to great dignity, and ſees his brothers, 
6. The deaths of Jacob and Foſepb. 


to them, 


> UT mark the end 

which Gop Al- 
MIGHTY brought of all 
this; and let us never de- 


ſpair, while we place our 


whole truſt and confidence 
in his holy word and com- 
mandments. 

I have already told you, 
that the merchants to 
whom To/eph's brothers 
had. fold him, made money 


of their bargain again, as 


ſoon as they got into Egypt, 
by ſelling him to one Yorz- 
pbar, a captain of the king's 
guard; and here he be- 
haved with ſuch diligence, 
and was ſo ſucceſsful in 
every thing he undertook, 
that at laſt his maſter began 
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3. Inter prets Pbaraob's dreams, 4. Is 


5. His behaviour 


to obſerve him, and in a 
ſhort time making him his 
ſteward, he put all his 
affairs under his manage- 
ment. 2 

And in this fituation 
Fojeph might have lived "= 
very happily, had it not © 
been for an adventure 
which befel him ſoon after. 
He was a very comely 
youth, and his maſter's. 
wife was wicked enough 


to take a fancy to him. 


Nay, ſhe had the impu- 

dence to defire in plain 
terms that he would come 
to bed to her; but he 
treating ſo infamous a pro- 
poſal with the juſt horror 
and contempt which it de- 
ſerved, 


32 
ſerved, ſhe determined to 
lay hold on a more favour- 
able opportunity, accor- 
dingly, one day, when all 
the people of the houſe 
were abroad, except her- 
ſelf and the young man, 
ſhe decoyed him into her 
apartment, and catching 
him in her arms, behaved 
in ſuch a monſtrous man- 
ner, that he had no other 
method of eſcaping her fu- 
ry, than by making the beſt 
of his way out of her ſight; 
which he did, leaving his 
cloak behind him in the 
ſtruggle. 

This Uiſappointment, as 


we may eaſily imagine, 


exaſperated the wicked 
miſtreſs, and at the ſame 
time, fearing, leaſt Fo/eph 
might betray her, ſhe was 
determined to be before- 
hand with him. Where- 
upon making a moſt ter- 
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rible out- cry, ſhe brought 
all the people within hear- 
ing about her, and when 
her huſband came home, 


ſhewing him Jaſeph's cloak, 


ſhe ſwore that the unhappy - 


youth had madean attempt 
to raviih her. This Poti- 
phar believing, it is not to 
be wondered at if he was 
greatly incenſed againſt his 
ſervant, and immediately 
threw poor Jaſeph into 
priſon. 
ALrMicuTY turned this 
misfortune to Fo/eph's ad- 
vantage likewiſe. 

2. He had not been very 
long there, before he grew 
exceedingly in the goaler's 
eſteem ; in a word, he had 
the direction of the whole 
priſon, and about this time 
two of the king's ſervants, 
his cup- bearer, and chief-ba- 
ker, for ſome offence or other 
being ſhat up in the ſame 

Place, 


However, Gop, 
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place, they had each of 
them on the ſame night 
two different dreams ; and 
Zeſeph, the next morning, 
obſerving them to look 
very dull and low-ſpirited, 
took the liberty to aſk them 
the reaſon of it, which they 
told him in the following 
words. | 

I had laſt night a dream, 
ſaid the cup-bearer, I fancied 
that I ſaw a vine with three 
branches, which all on a 
ſudden budded, then bloſ- 
ſomed, and ſo bore ripe 
grapes; and from thoſe 
{ preſſed wine into a cup, 
giving it into the king 8 
hand as uſual. a 

And ſaid the chief baker, 
J had a dream allo: 
] fancied that I had on my 
head three wicker baſkets, 
in the uppermoſt of which 
were ſeveral baked meats 
for the king's table, but 
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the birds came and: eat 
them out of the baſket. 
To theſe Joſeh an- 
ſwered, firſt, that the cup- 
bearer's three branches ſig- 
nified three days; which 
time would not be exceed- 
ed before he was reſtored 
again to the king's favour ; 
and to the baker be told, 
that his three baſkets were 
three days alſo, in which 
ſpace his maſter would or- 
der him to be hanged. 


Now theſe things came out 


exactly according to his in- 
terpretation ; however, tho? 
the cup-bearer promiſed to 
remember Joſeth, he had 
hardly left the priſon, be- 
fore he was out of his mind; 

and it was two years and 
better ere he ever thought 


Pharaoh 


of mentioning him. 


3. When Ling 


himſelf had an 1 
nary 3 he thought 
= 


he 
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he ſaw ſeven fat oxen come | rab, that his dreams ſig- 


out of a river, and after 
that ſeven lean oxen, which 
eat up the fat ones; he 
dreamed alſo, that he faw 
ſeven full ears of corn 
grow out of the ground, 
which immediately after- 
wards were choaked up by 
ſeven blaſted ones. He 
mention'd this extraordina- 
ry viſion to his courtiers, 
and called his wiſe men and 
counſellers to explain it, 
. they all confeſſed their 
orance; when the cup- 
=—_— told the king, that 
while he had been in priſon 
a young Hebreæu there, had 
interpreted a dream of his 
exactly. The king inſtant- 
ly ordered Joſeph to be ſent 
for, and telling him every 
thing as I have related it 
above, 7Foſeph gave his 
interpretation in the follow- 


ing manner: he told Pha- 


mhed ſeven years of plenty, 
which ſhould immediately 
come to pals, and after 
thoſe ſeven years of fa- 
mine, which ſhould ſuc- 
ceed them again; and he 
adviſed the king to build 
ſtore- houſes and granaries, 
and lay up accordingly. 
Pharaoh was convinced of 
the juſtice of what he ſaid, 
and at the ſame time telling 
him, that he knew no man 
in his kingdom ſo proper 
to provide againſt the co- 
ming danger as himſelf, 
he fet Fo/eph over all his 


people, and ordered him 


to be obeyed accordingly. 


4. Nor was To/eph re- 


miſs in his office, ſo that 
by the time the famine be- 
gan to rage, he had ma- 


naged every thing ſo pru- 


dently, that Egypt knew 


no want, while all the coun- 
| tries 
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tries round were ſtarving, 
and imploring aſſiſtance 
from thence; and among 
the reſt 77% phs brothers 


came up irom Canaan, 


with money to buy food 
for themſelves and their 
families. 

Foſegh no ſooner faw 
them than nature began to 
work, for he had forgiven 
all their paſt cruelty, and 
finding that time had intire- 
ly worn him from their re- 
membrance, he determi- 
ned to try them ſeverely ; 
he aſked therefore among 


many other things, whe 
ther they had any other 


brothers beſides thoſe he 


ſaw before him? to which 


they anſwered, that one 
brother of theirs, meaning 
Joſeph himſelf, was dead, 

and that they had another 
at that time, a boy (Benja- 
min, Tojeph's own brother) 
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| who was at home 9— 
their old father, TJo/eph- 
to:d them that he ſuſpected 
the truth of this, and ra- 
ther believed they were a. 
company of ſpies : how- 
ever, ſays he, if you are 
honeſt men go back and- 
bring me this brother, 
whom vou ſay is at home 
with your father; I ſhall. 
detain one of you by way 
of ſurety, "till the reſt re- 
turn; ſo his brothers went 
out of his preſence, and 
when they came home 
with their proviſions, be- 
hold every man had his 
money in the mouth of his 
ſack, and at this they were 
frightened, thinking that 

Jeſepb had done it to tre- 
pan them. 

At laſt all their corn be- 
ing conſumed they did not 
know how to act, for they 
knew to return to ER. 


| D 2 without 


85 
without Benjamin, was to 
run into the mouth of de- 
ſtruction, and they were 
afraid to mention the thing 
to their father Jacob, be- 
cauſe he loved the child ſo 
much, that he would never 


be perſuaded to part with 


him. However, having no 
remedy, they at laſt told 


him every thing exactly as 


it happened; and after 
much intreaty, Zacch was 
wrought upon to truſt Fen- 
jamin with them: but he 
told them that if they did 
not bring him back again 
ſafe, he ſhould certainly 
die with grief. 

Now the brothers re- 
turned to Egyet without 
fear; but coming before 
Je ph, as ſoon as he {et 
eyes on his brother Berja- 
min he could not forbear 
weeping ; and he detired 


chat they would all dine 
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with him at his houſe, 
where he treated them no- 
bly: but afterwards making 
as if he would ſuffer them 
to depart, he ordered one 
of his ſervants to convey a 
gold cup into Berjamin's 
ſack of corn; this they 
knew nothing of, but were 
ſcarce gone out of the 
gates, when To/eph ſent 
after them, charging them 
with the theft ; which upon 
ſearch being found, they all 
came back again greatly ter- 


them into an inner room, 
diſcovered who he was. - 

6. Now news beirg 
brought of this extraordi- 
nary adventure to king 
Pharaoh, he ordered that 
Jaſeph ſhould ſend for his 
father and family to come 
down into Zgypr, which 


command being complied 


with, old Jacob was in:ro- 
duced 


rified, till Jeſepb calling 


gan to grow jealous of 
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ficence, and having ſeen 
his childrens children grown 
up, he died alſo, leaving a 
ſtrict charge, that when- 
ever the children of frael 
went out of Egypt into the 
promiſed land, that they 
ſhould take his bones along 
with them. 
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duced to the king, and ſet- 
tled in the moſt fertile part 
of the country. | 

7. And Jacob being a 
very aged man, dicd with 
all his ſons about him: 
and Fojeph having lived 
for many years after in 
great plenty and mages 
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1. Mieſes bern. 2. Educated by Pharaoh's daughter. 
E:ypt. 4. God appears to Mol. 5. Plagues of Ez yt. 
een of Tjrael f rought out of Es yt. 


UT the happineſs 

which the children 
of //-ael had ſo long enjoy- 
ed in the kingdom of Ez pt. 
was now at an end. For 
after Joſeph's death, a new 
king alſo ſucceeding to the 
throne, the Zg rptions be- 


I. Quits 
6. The 


it, they began to oppreſs 
them with the moſt mhu- 
man tyranny, ſetting them 
to ail manner of laborious 
works, till at laſt fnding, 
that in ſpite of all their en- 
deavours to the contrary, 
they multiplied more and 
more; Pharaob thouzht of 
the following cruel expe- 
dient: he ordered, that all 


their great increaſe, and in 
order to prevent the mil- 


* might attend 


the males among the [/-ae/:- 
| D 3 
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ie children ſhould be 
drowned as ſoon as born ; 
and this command was ex- 
ecuted with ſuch rigour, 
that when a certain woman 
called echabed, the wife of 
Amram of the tribe of Levi 
was brought to bed of a 
ſon, though on account cf 
his uncommon beauty, ſhe 
contrived to conceal him 
two months, yet being a- 
fraid to keep him any lon- 
ger ſhe put him into a 
cradle made of ruſhes, 
and ſmearing it on the out- 
fide with ſome ſort of ſlime, 
The laid him among the 
flags in the river A/c, and 


ſetting a little daughter, 


which ſhe had called Mi- 
r:am, to watch it, ſhe went 
home, thinking her child 
more likely to eſcape there, 


than from the hands of the 


Egyptian officers. | 
2. Nor had Miriam been 


S. 


Fw"Y 


2 
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| long at her poſt, before ſhe 


had an opportunity of car- 
rying her mother a yery 
ſatisfactory account; for 
ſoon after the king's daugh- 
ter coming down to bathe 
herſelf, one of her atten- 
dants diſcovered the baby, 
and brought him to the 
princeſs, who was ſo much 
taken with the prettineſs of 
the infant, and moved by 
the tears which it ſhed, tha 
ſhe determined to have 1 
bred up; and when Mirian, 
who by this time had mixed 
among the ladies, offered 
to run and bring her a nurſe, 
ſhe approved of what the 
child ſaid ; fo that / 
(for that was the name 
which the Egyptian princel; 
gave the little boy) was once 
more delivered into his mo 
ther's hands: nox, was ſhe 
having now the royal au 


thority for what ſi 


© 
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longer obliged to conceal 
him. 

3. And when Me/es grew 
up he was brought to the 
Egyptian court, were he 
was educated in all kind 
of polite learning, till go- 
ing one day among his 
country-men, while they 
were at their taik, he ſaw | 
an Egyptian ule a Hebrew 
ſo cruelly, that he could 
not contain his reſentment: 
hedrew his ſword therefore 
and killed the man on the 
ſpot. However, he did not 
think it was ſafe after this to 
ſay in Egypt, ſo without any 
more ado, he withdrew to 
a place called Midian, where 
Jethro reigned king; and 
here, marrying one of his 
daughters, called Zipporab, 
he bee s ſheep, ac- 
cordiag to the cuſtom of 
tholt Jays. But the time 
was Foy to come, when | 
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| he was to take upon him- 
{elf a more exalted office. 
4. One day when Moſes 
was in a field, near Mount 
Horeb, he ſaw a buſh before 
him all on a flame; but 
what {till ſurpriſed him 
more, was, that the buſh ſill 
remain unconſumed. And 
when he was going nearer 
to ſearch into the reaſon of 
this extraordinary ſight ; 
| God called out to him, and 
commanded him to pull off 
his ſhoes, for the ground 
whereon he ſtood was ho- 
ly. And to this God ad- 
ded, I am the God of your 
fathers, the God of Abra- 
ham, Jſaac, and Jacob. He 
then told Mo/es, that he had 
ſeen the afflictions of the 
Iſraelites ; that he was de- 
termined to deliver them 
from their preſent ſlavery, - 
and conduct them into the 
country he had ſo long 


D 4 promiſed ; 


—̃ — 


8 
promiſed; therefore. be of 

courage, ſaid God to 
Moſes, for I will ſend you 
to Pharaoh to demand the 
liberty of my people. The 
natural modeſty of Moes, 
his fear, and, above all, 
his aſtoniſhment at this 
event, which rendered 
him incapable of knowing 
what to ſay, made him de- 
cline this great taſk: he 


therefore humbly beſought 


God, on many accounts, to 
ne him, 'till being at 
luaaſt convinced it was his 
duty to obey his maker in 
every thing, he ſubmitted 
to whatever he thought 
proper to enjoyn. How- 
ever, God, to render his 
faith more ſteady, and to 
ſhew him that he was all 
powerful, ordered Mees to 
throw a {heep-hook, which 
he had in his hand upon 
the ground, which was no 
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ly turned into a ſerpent; 
Moſes affrighted was run- 
ning away, but God to 
encourage him, bid him 
take it by the tail, when 
it ſuddenly reſumed it's 
former ſhape. This was 
followed by another mira- 
cle, and God then telling 


Maſes, that he would ap- 


pear to a brother of his, 
which he had in Egypt, cal- 
led Aaron, who ſhould 
meet him on the way, 
ſtrengthen his commiſſion, 
and give him credit with 
the people; Moses depart- 
ed, and leaving his wife 
and children with his fa- 
ther-in-law Jethro, he be- 
gan his journey towards 
the kingdom of Egypt. 
Moſes being now ad- 
vanced pretty far, God, ac- 
cording to his promiſe, 
conducted Aaron 2 _ 


him, and the brothers be- 
ing come together, Mo/es 
told all that God had com- 


manded him, and the won- 


ders he was to perform : 
and from hence they re- 
paired to Egypt, and ſum- 
moning the elders of the 
people together, Aaron de- 
livers the meſſage, which 
God had ſent by Moſes, 
and Moſes ſtraitway con 
firmed it, by doing ſeveral 
miracles in their fight. 
This revived the hearts of 
the poor J/razlites, who 


thereupon believed and re- 


ceived them joyfully : and 
the brothers afterwards go- 
ing to the Egyptian court, 
they were admitted into 
the king's preſence, where 
they delivered their meſ- 
ſage in theſe words. Thus 
ſaith the Lord God of 
Hrael, let my people go 


that they may celebrate a | 
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feaſt to me in the deſert: 
but the haughty Pharaos 
treating them with the ut - 
moſt contempt, and inſtead 
of complying with their 
demand, gave orders to 
his overſeers, that they 
ſnould augment the hard- 
{hips of the Hebrews. 

This threw thoſe poor 
creatures into deſpair, ſo 
that meeting with * Mo/es 
and Aaron, and unadviſed- 
ly giving way to their pre- 
ſent paſhon, they diſcharg- 
ed all their grief and anger 
upon them. 5 

This was very affſicting 
to theſe good men, but 
God deſired them to take 
comfort, for ſince Pharaoh 
had begun to harden his 
heart, he would permit 
him to go on in his obſti- 
nacy, and convince him by 
dreadful proofs, that he 
was the only true and pow- - 

erful 


| 
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erful God ; however, he 
ſaid they ſhould firſt go 
and perform a miracle in 
his fight. But this unfor- 
tunate prince, inftead of 
having his eyes opened 
by that extraordinary evi- 
dence, rather grew more 


ſevere and haughty ; God 


therefore reſolves to make 
uſe of more ſenſible ſcour- 
ges, and afflict the Zg yp- 


tians with ſuch a ſucceſſion - 
of plagues, as ſhould ob- 


lige them to diſmiſs the 
enſlaved 1/-aelites, 

$. The firſt of which was, 
that M:/es turned all the 
rivers of Egypt into blood, 
which immediately ſtag- 
nating, were ſo offenſive, 
that the fiſh were ſuffocat- 
ed, and the inhabitants ob- 
liged to dig for water in 
new places. 

This was followed by 
one Kill more terrible: the 
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whole land of Egypt was 
inſtantly filled with frogs, 


which came among the 
houſes, on the tables, nay, 


into the very beds of the peo- 
ple; and this failing of the 
deſired effect, the country 
was infeſted with lice, to 
which the duſt was tranſ- 
formed; Pharaoh ſtill not 


ſubmitting, millions of flies 


came from every corner 
darkening the very air, 
and putting the people to 
ſuch miſery, it was hardly 
to be born. However, 
Pharach was fill hard- 


| hearted, nor was he pre- 


vailed on to let the chil- 
dren of 1/az/ depart, till 
all his cattle had been kil- 
led by the murrain; all his 
ſubjects covered over with 
boils, and ulcers; till ſo 
terrible a ſtorm of hail 
came from Heaven, that 


it killed thoſe it fell upon; 
0 and 


2 0 
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the houſes. 
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and beat in all the roofs of 
Nor was this 
all the puniſnment which 
his obſtinacy brought up- 
on him; for immediately 
after a ſtrong wind blow- 
ing, brought ſuch num- 
bers of locuiis, as in one 
night's time deftroyed all 


the trees and fruits of the 


earth. And at laſt God 
determining to wound him 
in the ſevereſt manner: 
called Meſes and Aaron, 
and ſpoke to them as fol- 
lows, about midnight will 
I enter Egypt, and all the 
frit-born of the land ſhall 
die, from the firſt born of 


Pharaoh, to the firſt-born 


of the ſervant in the mill. 
But to convince his own 


people of his care and in- 


dulgence, he inſtituted the 


paſſover: a feaſt ever af- 


ter obſerved by the Fears, 


and kept on the following 
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faſnion. Every family, or 
if one family was too lit - 
tle, two joined together, 
was on the fourteenth day 
of this month, to take a 
lamb or kid and kill it, it 
was to be a male of the 
firſt year without blemiſh ; 


and when it was killed 


they were to take a bunch 
of hyſſop, and dipping it 
in the blood, which for 


that end was preſerved in 


a veſſel, they were to wipe 
the door poſts of every 
houſe, and they were not 
to ſtir out 'till the next 
morning. 'This was done 
to the intent, that when 
the Angel of the Lord 


ſhould go from houſe to 


houſe to ſlay the firſt-born 
of the Egyptians, he ſeeing 
the blood ſmeered on the 
door-poſts, might paſs over 
the Ifraelites without doing 
them any hurt ; there were 

ſome 


44 


ſome other particulars at- 
tending this feaſt, as that 
the fleſh was to be roaſted 
whole, eaten with unlea- 
ven bread and bitter herbs, 
it was alſo to be done in 
haſte, ſtanding with, their 
cloaths on and their ſtaves 
in their hands. All things 
thus prepared, God at 
midnight ſmote every firſt- 
born of the land of Egypt, 
and the wicked king at laſt 
fearing, that he himſelf 
ſhould be the next victim 
of God's vengeance, de- 
ſired the //-ae/;tes to go a- 
bout their buſineſs, with 
their flocks and their herds, 
for he would ſtay them no 
longer. But firſt, Moſes 
by the expreſs command 
of God, directed his coun- 
try-men to borrow jewels 
and plate from their Eg yp- 
tian neighbours, who be- 


ing e diſpoſed 
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in their favour, the chil- 
dren of Iſrael went off loa- 
den with ſpoils, and thank - 
ing and praiſing God for 
the infinite mercy, he had 
been pleaſed to ſhew them. 
5. Now the faelites 
being thus relieved from 
their bondage and ſlavery, 
the Lord, for their greater 
encouragement and ſecuri 
ty, went before them in 
the day time like a pillar 
of ſmoak, and in the night 
like a pillar of fire; and he 
drew them round by the red 


ſea: but they had ſcarcely 


gotten to the borders of it, 
when Phararh repenting 
of having let them go, 
ſummoned. all the force 


which he could ſo ſuddenly 


raiſe, and putting himſ.1f at 
the head of them, went in 
purſuit of the Maelitet. 


And on the ſixth day after 


the departure out of E 2 


fre 
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he came up with them; | your hand over the ſes, 
nor did he think there was | and Moſes did ſo, and be- 
any poſſibility of their eſ- | hold the waters divided, 
caping him, as they were | and the children of Hrael 
cloſed on all ſides: the ſea | marched through upon dry 


in front, huge mountains | land ; and Pharaoh and his 


on their flanks, and his | army attempting to follow 
own army on the rear; | them, Maſes as ſoon as he 
nor were the poor ¶Mraelites | was ſaſe on the other fide, 
a little ſhocked, when they | ſtretched forth his wand a- 
beheld the approach of | gain, when the waves ſud- 
their old oppreſſor: nay, | denly uniting, the king of 
they began to revile Moſes | Egypt and his people were 
for having brought them | drowned, to the great ho- 
into ſuch inevitable deftruc- | nour of God, and the plea- 
tion; when the Lord ſaid, | ſure and aſtoniſhment of 
lift up your rod and ſtretch | the Mraelites. x 


CHAPTER IT 


1. The Th aelites enter the wilderneſs, ard murmur for wwant of water, 
2. Manna and guails are ſent. 3. Moſes brings water out F4 a 
rock, 4. Fethre arrives at the TſraelitiſÞ camp. 5. God talks te 
Moſes before the perple, and be goes up into the mount. 


I. OD having in this | enemies, now led them up 
miraculous man- | under the conduct of Mofes, 

ner, delivered his people | from the red ſea into the 
from the hands of their | wilderneſs : and here they 
| encountered 


1 
encountered ſeveral little 
inconveniences, permitted 
by the author of all good- 
neſs, in order to convince 


them of his infinite power. 


Thus in the firſt place they 
came to, the waters were ſo 
exceedingly bitter, that it 
was morally impoilible for 
any one to drink them: 
but that pious ſervant Mo- 
fes had no ſooner offered 


up his prayers to Heaven, 


than Gop ſhewed him a 
tree, the branches of which 
being thrown into the wa- 
ters, 1mmediately turned 
them as ſweet as milk ; 
and Gop promiſed Moſes 
that while the people con- 
tinued to follow his com- 
mandments, he would ne- 
ver fail to bleſs them. Nor 
is this promiſe lefs faith- 
fully made to us, if by our 
wickedneſs we do not for- 
feit our right, like the un- 


: 
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2. But theſe were the 
moſt perverſe and blind 
generation, that ever pro- 
voked eternal juſtice. A 
proof of which immediate- 
ly follows, when after the 
many miraculous inftances 
of the divine mercy, which 
had already been ſhewn-in 
their favour, they began 
to murmur again, becauſe 
that in coming to pitch 
their tents at a Place called 
Sin, they could not find an 
immediate ſupply of bread ; 
but Gop heard their diſ- 


contented {peeches, and he 
rained bread from Hea- 


ven : nor 1n that only con- 


deſcending to ſatisfy them, 


he afterwards ſent ſuch 
quantities of guaz/s, that 


the ground about the camp 


was perfectly covered with 


them; this he repeated. 
every morning and eve- 
ning, 
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ning, and the bread was a 
ſort of manna. 

3. However, they ſtill 
continned their doubts and 
repining ; nay, in a few 
days they had the unpar- 
rallelled ingratitude to a- 
braid Moſes and Aaron, for 
having brought them out 
of Egypt to ſtarve them in 
the wilderneſs; becauſe a- 
bout this time, they labour- 
ed under a ſmall ſcarcity 
of water: ſo Moſes by the 
direction of Gop ALMIGH- 
went up to a rock, and 
ſtriking it with his rod in 
the ſight of all the people, 
it began to pour forth wa- 
ter, and Maſes gave the 
place a name, in reference 
to the peoples murmuring 
and doubting whether Gop 
was among them or not. 

After this the children 
of fuel overcame a nu- 
merous amy, which was 


brought againſt them by a 
king called Amalch; but 
there was this wonder- 
ful circumſtance attending: 
them. Maſes gave the com- 
mand of the Mraelites to a 
young man called Jeu, 
and went to the top of a 


neighbouring hill with a- 


ron and Hur to view the 
battle; now it was ob- 
ſerved, that whenever No- 
/es raiſed up his hands, in 
one of which he held the 
rod given him by Gop, 
that the //rae/ztes prevailed, 
but, on the contrary, when- 
ever he let them down 
again, the enemy had the 
better; for this reaſon Aa- 
ron and Hur ſupported his 
hands, till their country- 
men had gotten a compleat 
victory. And Moſes built 
an altar, and called the 
name of that place Jeb. 
vah-Nifh. 
| 4. I need 
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4. I need not remind 
you I hope of Jethro the 
father-in-law of Moſes; 1 
make no doubt, but that 
you perfectly remember 
every thing I have related 
with regard to him, as 
that he was king of Midian, 
and that when Mz:/es went 
into the land of Egypt, he 
left his wife and children 
under his care and protec- 
tion. This Jethro then 
hearing of the wonderful 
thing, which Gop had per- 
formed in behalf of his ſon- 
in-law, and the nation 
which followed him, in this 
place, came to pay him a 
viſit, and the Holy Scrip- 
tures in particular men 


tion, that after having re- 


turned Maſes his wife and 
children, Fethro gave him 
ſeveral pieces of good ad- 
vice, to which that excel- 


lent man not only liſtened | 
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with attention, but guid- 


"PO \ 


ed his future conduct by 
them, being as great a 
proof of his wiſdom as of 
his virtue; ſince 'tis not 
only our duty, but we 
ſhall always find it for our 
intereſt, to obey the will of 
our parents. And after 
much affection and kind. 
neſs having paſſed between 
them, Jethro returned to 
his own country, while 
Maſes led the children of 
1/-ael into the wilderneſs 
of $797. 

5. And whereas Gop 
had hitherto ſpoken to 
Meſes in private only, and 
as we may ſappoſe chiefly 
in dreams and viſions, he 
now thought proper, in 
honour to his beloved ſer- 
vant, to give a teſtimony 
of his intercourſe with him 
before the whole people. 
Wherefore calling Mo/es to 

| him 


CH Ap. IX. 
him, he commanded, that 
the people ſhould ſanctify 
themſelves, and waſh their 
cloaths; for, ſaid he, on 
the third day I will come 
down in thcir fight, upon 
mount Sinai, and they ſhall 
hear me ſpeak to you from 
a cloud, but, at the ſame 
time, he commanded, that 
there ſhould be a bound ſet 
round about, beyond which 
none of the people ſhould 
preſume to advance on 
pain of death. 

And Moes did every 
thing according to God's 
command. When on the 
third day, in the morning, 
there was a dreadful ſtorm 
of thunder and lightening, 
and a thick cloud, at the 
ſame time, covering the 
mountain, at laſt a trumpet 
ſounded, which was the 
ſignal for Mo ;/es to bring up 
the people. Who advanced 


Met 
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trembling, and Maſes ſpeak- 
ing, Gop anſwered him 
again. 

And Maſes going up into 
the mountain, at this time, 
received part of the Law; 
but ſhortly after the Bible 
expreſsly tells us, that not 
only Moſes but all the 
— i of Ifrael ſaw Gon 
there. However, it is my 
duty to inform you, that 
the word in the Hebrew 
language, which we tranſ- 
late Gop, may alſo be ren- 
dered angel, in which ſenſe 
we ought certainly to take 
it here; and ſome days 
after this, Mojes was called 
by Gop into the mount by 
himſelf, and there he re- 
mained forty days and forty 
nights. We ſhall now ſee 
how the favoured 1/rae/ites 
employed their leifure du- 
ring his abſence. : 


E CHAT 


- ” 
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D CHAPTER =: 
1. The peoples idolairy. 2. Of Aaron and bis family. 3. The bla: 
phemer and ſabbath-breaker fioned, 4. Miriam and Aaron rebel. 
5. Spies are ſent to wiew the country, 6, The people tranſgreſ, 


and are puniſhed, 


1. HE IJjraelites had 
5 been ſo long in 
Egypt, that it is not to be 
wondered at, if they were 
tainted with the vices of 


that country, among which 


idolatry was one of the 
moſt notorious. Me/es, 

therefore, had not been 
. abſent from them any great 
While, before they began to 
ow uneaſy, and deſpair- 
ing of ever ſeeing him any 

more, they came to Aaron, 
inſiſting that he ſhould pro- 

vide gods who might be a 
conductor and preſerver to 
them in their preſent ſitua- 
tion; nor did Aaron, as he 
mould have done, reprove 


propoſal, but inſtead 0 
that,being weak and wicked 
enough to comply with their 
requeſt, hedefired that they 
would break off the gol 
rings which were in th 
ears. of their wives an 
daughters, and bring 
them to him; and out o 
theſe materials he made 
them an idol like a calf, 
which this ungrateful and 
beſotted people were ſtu- 
pid enough to worſhip, eat- 
ing and drinking before it, 
and then riſing up to play, 

But though they hac 
turned their back from 
God, his eyes were fill 
upon them, and in the firſt 


them for this abominable 


heat of his * at rome 


Chap. X. 
his Divine Majeſty thus 
openly affronted, he reſol- 

ved to deſtroy ſo vile a 
people at once, from the 
face of the earth; nor 
would he have delayed his 


not Moſes, falling proſtrate, 
beſought him to remember 
the promiſe which he had 
made to Abraham, Iſaac, 
and Jacob, nor did he fail 
to urge what a handle the 
heathen nationswould make 
of it, ſhould they at laſt 
ſee the Jraelites forſaken 
by that Gop, who had per- 
formed ſo many -wonders 


in their behalf. Gop, 
eat therefore, whoſe mercy is 
re it no leſs extenſive than his 
play juſtice, reſtrained his hand 


ly to go down from the 
mountain, which com:nand 
being obeyed, that Holy 
Man advanced * the 


x 


but ordered Moſes inſtant- 
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camp, bearing a ſtone table, 
on which the ten command 
ments were engraved by 
the finger of Gop himſelf. 
Yet, ſo great was his paſ- 

ſion, when at a diſtance he 
beheld the molten calf, 
and obſerved the people 
dancing round it,” that 
loſing all reſpe&, he ſtruck 
this ſacred work to the 
ground, breaking -it all 
to pieces. He then ſevere- 
ly chid his brother Aaron 
for giving way to the im- 
portunities of an idle mul- 
titude, and calling on thoſe 
who were the worſhippers 
of the true Gov, to come 
on his ſide, the tribe of 
Levi immediately ſeparated 


- | themſelves, and the idola- 


ters which fell by the ſword 
that day were no leſs than 
three thouſand. 
2. However, tho! 2 
ALMIGHTY was fatisfied- 
FE 2 _- wall 


the preſent, he abſolutely 
refuſed to go among them 
any more; for he ſaid they 
were ſo impure a race, that 
he ſhould one time or other 
break out and conſume 
them. But he deſired that 
Moſes would conduct them 
to the promiſed land, and 
he would give an angel 
charge over them, which 
ſorely afflicted the Mraelites, 
ſeeing that they had de- 
ꝓrived themſelves of the 
Almighty's preſence by 
their own vain conduct. 
And about this time Mo/es 
took the liberty of defiring 
to ſee God's face, but was 
anſwered that could not 
be, fince no man muſt ſee 


the Creator's face and 
live; notwithſtanding which 


God, to give a proof of 
kis great condeſcenſion, to 
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with this puniſhment for 


latisfy Mofes, paſſed by J 


Crap. X. 
with his back parts towards 


him; and after that, by. 
Gop's command, a rich 


tabernacle was made, and 


Aaron and his ſons were 


called to the prieſthood, 
and ſanctiſied accordingly, 

Only Nadab and Abibu 
had reaſon to repent of this 
their great elevation, and 
that thus their own neglect 
and diſobedience, for tho 
it was a poſitive command 
from Gop ALM IH him- 
ſelf, that no fire ſhould be 
made uſe of to conſume the 
ſacrifices on his altar, but 
what immediately proceed- 
ed from Heaven; yet theſe 
raſh young men, without 
paying any regard to their 
duty, put common hre into 
one of the cenſers, but they 
paid ſeverly for their want 
of obedience, for fire from 
Gop immediately breking 
upen them burnt them both 
F to 


CHAP. X. 


to cinders; nor were their 
friends allowed ſo much as 
to mourn for their untime- 
ly end, but they were 
taken froms the tabernacle 
and buried without fide of 


the camp. 

3. There 1s nothing 
more frequently recommen- 
ded to us by Gop, than a due 
reſpect to bis own holy 
name; nor is it enough 
that we do not abſolutely 


blaſpheme our Maker, we 


muſt even keep ſuch a 


guard upon our tongues, as 


not to ſpeak any thin 
which in the remoteſt lente 
tends that way: all naughty 

words, any thing like an oath 
therefore or a curſe is terri- 
ble; and we ſhould wonder, 


indeed, when reprobates 


guilty of ſuch wickedneſs 
are not immediately ſtruck 
dead, ſince we find that in 


the days of Maßes Go | 
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for mentioning his name 
irreverently, to be ſtoned 
to death; which was ac- 
cordingly exccuted : nor” 
did he make a leſs terrible- 
example of another wretch 
who broke the fabbath,. 
by gathering up ſticks on 


that ſacred holy-day, who 


was inſtantly put into pri- 
ſon, and afterwards con- 
demned to ſuffer the 
ſame puniſhment. | 
4. Thus did Gop Ar. 
MIGHTY do juſtice to par- 
ticular offenders: but the 
Children of Iſrael had ſo 
often broke his command- 
ments, that it was requiſite 
for his honour as well as 
their amendment, to inflict 
ſome general chaſtiſement, 
and he more than once 
threatened totally to diſin- 
herit them, while he tranſ- 
ferred his favour to ſome 
E 3 more 
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more worthy nation, which 
he could eaſily raiſe up; 
but Moſes ſtill implored 
his mercy, and ſuch was 


the goodneſs of that all- 


powerful Being, that, in 
regard to ſo pious a ſervant, 
he was at laſt content to 
limit their puniſhment to 
a forty years wandering an 


the wilderneſs, till which 


time was expired, he re- 
ſolved, that they ſhould 
not enter into the promiſed 
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poſſeſũon. And this was a . 


rule which the Haelites 
had for their ſeveral reſts 
and marches. When the 
cloudy pillar ſtood upon 
the tabernacle they pitched 


their tents round about it, 


and *till that roſe again, 
they never preſumed to 
leave the place; yet did 


they give Gop many pro- 
vocations, and as often 


felt the effects of his ven 


A 


CHAP.X 


| geance ; but in particular 


Aaron and Miriam, the 
brother and ſiſter of Moſes, 
were levercly dealt with 
for ſome diſreſpectful be- 
haviour of theirs towards 
their brother; Korah alſo 
rebelling, was ſwallowed 
up and burnt, he and all 
his adherents. Nay, ſuch 
was the juſtice of Gov, 
not to be ſwayed into par- 
tiality for any one, that 
when: his beloved ſervant, 
wen even Mes/es himſelt, 
erred, he allo became the 
object of his wrath : for, 
being arrived a ſecond time 
at a place where they could 
get no water, the people 
began to murmur, upon 
which Gop ordered Moſes, 
as he had done before, to 


a rock to make water flow 
out of it; but Me/es, in the 


exedution of this command, 
| expreſſing 


take his rod, and firiking 
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manner as if he doubted, 
or at leaſt feared, the 
the power or promiſe of 
the Great Creator, God 
told him, that for that 
crime he ſhould never 
live to ſee the fulfilment 
of his promiſe to the 
Children of Ißrael, while 
Aaron who was a party 
concerned in his guilt was 


taken off immediately. 
And Gon declared 


YZ pua the ſucceſſor of 


Mojes, to lead the CHilaren 
of Iſrael into the land which 
he was going to give them, 
and having now ſettled 
every thing relating to the 


exprefling himſelf in a 
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people overcome a multi- 
tude of enemies, who at- 
tempted to oppoſe their 
paſlage on every fide, 
Moſes, in the hundred and 
twentieth year of his age, 
went up into mount Nebs, 
from whence affording him 
a fight of the HMaelites 
future country, Gop was 
pleaſed to take him to 
himſelf, burying his body 
where no man could find 
it. And the Haelites 
mourned for Moſes as for 
a father. Nor did any 


prophet, either before or 


ſince, ſave only our bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour JEsus 
CHRIS r, ever leave ſo great 


law with the utmb# exact- ha character behind him. 
neſs, and having ſeen the 
F „„ CHAPTER 
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mand of F:ſpua. 5. Several 
; death. 


5 OU have already 

been informed how 
Gop was pleaſed to ap- 
point 7o/bua the ſucceſſor 


after the death of that 


proper to reveal himſelf 
to him much in the ſame 
manner. And Jagna, by 
the command of Gop, led 
the people over the river 
Jordan, in which paſſage 
there was this wonderful 
particular, that as ſoon as 
the prieſts, who bore the | 
ark of the covenant, ſet 
their feet in the water, the 
waves immediately gather- 
ed themſelves up on each 
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1. The Iſraelites paſs Jordan. 2. 
covetous man burnt, 4. The ſun aid moon ſtand fill at the com- 


of Moſes; and we find that 
up twelve ſtones (a ſtone 


CHAP, XI, 


ericho miraculouſly ten. 3. The 


act: of the Iſraelites ; with his 


between, ſo that the Ch:/- 
dren of Iſrael paſſed over 
on dry ground; and in 
commemoration of this re- 
markable event, they ſet 


for every tribe), which re- 
mained as a teſtimony for 
many ages after. 

And the Fraelites being 
now entered upon the /and 
of promiſe, the firſt action 
of any moment which they 
performed there, was the 
deſtructiom of that famous 
but wicked city, Jericho; 
to which having ſent es, 
they were lodged in the 


woman ; but covenanting 


ide, leaving an open ſpace 


| that they ſhould ſpare _ 
an 


houſe of one Rabab an idle 


Char. XI. 


and her family when they 
took the town, ſhe hid 
them from the citizens, 
who ſuſpected their errand, 
and letting them down 
from her window, they 
purſuing her advice got off 
ſafe. | | 

2. Now theſe /þ:es en- 
couraged the people of 
Ijrael to attack the city, 
but Gop being willing to 
give them ſtill another 
proof of his miraculous 
favour, and to ſhew them 
that ſtrength and numbers 
were unneceſſary to thoſe 
who were aſſiſted by his 
all-powerful arm ; order- 
ed, that the ar# of the 
covenant only ſhould be 


carried ſeven times round 


Jericho, preceded by ſeven 
prieſts, blowing each a 
trumpet of ram's-horn, and 
at the ſeventh time, on a 


particular ſignal, the people 
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were ordered to give a 
great ſhout, and immediate- 
ly the walls of Jericho 
fell to the ground; and 
the Jfraelites entered the 
city, putting every man, 
woman, and child, to the 
ſword, only ſparing Rahab 


and her family, according 


to the promiſe of the /#zes. 

3. There is hardly any 
ſin of a more pernicious 
conſequence than that of 
covetouſneſs; none certain- 
ly can be more oppoſite to 
the nature of Gop; of 


which truth we have a 


remarkable inſtance in the 
caſe of Achan an HMraelite, 
who after the taking of 
Jericho, though all the 
ſpoilswere expreſsly curſed, 
had ſome rich garments 
and gold in the bottom of 
his tent, deſigning to con- 


vert them to his own uſe. 


Orders had been before 
given 
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given for deſtroying every 
thing, except only ſuch 
moveables as were im- 
mediately dedicated to the 
ſervice of the altar; nor 
was Gop to be deceived 
by cunning, he knew what 
the covetous Achan had 
done, and to manifeſt his 
utter abhorrence of ſuch 
actions, in the very next 
battle which the aelites 
fought they were diſcom- 
ted. He then called 
His ſervant Jagna, telling 
him there was ſomething 
unlawful among them, till 
which was removed they 
muſt not expect his favour ; 
and at laſt the matter being 


found out, Achan, with all 


his family, nay, even his 
very Cattle, and the vile 
treaſure for which he had 
dared to diſobey his Maker, 
were brought out of the 


camp, and then burnt to [ 
aſhes. 


CHAP. XI. 


4. After this Gob Al- 
MIGHTY fought again on 
the fide of the //rae/res ; 
and they took the city of 
Ai by a ſtratagem; upon 
which all the people round 
about formed a league to 
oppoſe them, only the 


cunning Grbeonites contriv- 


ing, by fraud, to obtain. 


their friendſhip and pro- 
teftion, were condemned 
to perpetual ſlavery. And 
five kings came againſt 


Joſeua in one day, with 


their armies, when going 


up againſt them, he not 
only got the better, but 
Goy rained hail- ſtones up- 
on them of ſuch prodigious 
magnitude, that there were 


more ſlain by that means 


than by the ſwords of the 
Iſraelites. Then ſþake Foſbua 
in the day when the Lord 
delivered up the Ano- 
rites before the Children of 


Nl: 
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Ijrael; and he ſaid in the. 
feght cf Ifraet, Sun, ſtand 
thoa frill upon Gibeon, and 
thou Moon, in the valley of 
Zjalon: and the Sun ſtood 
ſtill, and the Moon frayed, 
until the people bad avenged 


themſelves of their cnemes. 


And there wes no day like 


to that, eiiher before nor af 


ter it, that the Lord bear- 
gened unto the voice of a 
nan. And Joſhua drag- 
ged the five kings out of a 
cave where they had hid 
themſelves after the battle, 
and he hanged them up. 

. Fearful and wonder- 


ful are all the works of 


God, thus did he manifeſt 
himſelf in favour of his 


people acl; nor thus on- 
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59 
ly, for they gained many 
ſucceeding battles; no na- 
tion could ſtand before 
them; ſo they began to 
ſettle themſelves in the 
country, parcelling out the 
land which they had con- 
quered among the ſeveral 
tribes. And Jo/bua took 
ap his reſidence in the city 
Timmath - Serah in mount 
Ephraim. And he died 
there after having exhorted 
the people, being an hun- 
dred and ten years old. 
And the Chilaren of Ifrael 
buried 7o/ua, continuing 
to ſerve Gop, and act ac- 
cording to all his ſtatutes 
and commands, for many 
years after, 


CHAP, 
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Falſehood, 7. Sampſon dies. 


dead, the Iſraelites, 
from a peaceable poſſeſſion 
of the land of Caanan, had 
no longer any occaſion for 
a general; they put them- 
ſelves therefore under a 
new form of government; 
their chief magiſtrates were 
called judges: and by theſe 
they were ruled for a great 
number of years, often 


ten feeling the effects of 
his reſentment; when De- 
borah, a woman of great 
wiſdom and piety, was ad- 
yanced to the honour of 
that high office. She was 
a propheteſs, the wife of 
Lapidoth, and at this time 
the people for ſome wicked- 
neſs they had committed, 
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CHAPTER XI. 


T, Deborah judges Iſrael 2. Jael kills Siſera. 3. Gideon d-livers 
7 he people, 4. Fephthah's 700. 


1. YOSHUA being now | 


offending Gop, and as of- 


Cruap. XII. 


5. Sampſon is born, 6. Delilab's 


being delivered into the 


hands of an enemy, the 


commander of whoſe army 
was a man named Siſera. 


She choſe out one from the 
Iſraelites called Barak, he 


was a youth the ſon of 
Abinoam of Kedeſb-naptha- 


li, and deſiring him to 


head a band of his country- 
men againſt the common 
foe, ſhe told him that Gop 
would give him a victory. 
So Deborah and Barak 
went up towards mount 
Tabor, with ten thouſand 
men, and there they over- 
came Siſera and all his 
hoſt, though greatly ſupe- 
rior to theirs, and ſtrength- 
ened beſides with nine hun- 
dred chariots of iron. 

| 2. Now 
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2. Now Siſera being 
purſued after the battle, 
thought the moſt likely 
way for him to eſcape, 
would be to leave his 
horſes and attendants, and 
take to his feet. He a- 
lighted therefore from his 
chariot, and making the 
beſt of his way, at laſt ar- 
rived at the tent of one 
Jael, the wife of Heber the 
Kenite. And Jael went 
out to meet Siſera, ſaying, 
turn in my lord, turn in to 
me and fear not. 
when he had turned into 
her tent, ſhe covered him 
with a mantle. And de- 
firing a draught of water, 
he gave him ſome milk; 
this, with the fatigue as 
we may naturally ſuppoſe 
of his flight, ſoon ſet him 
to ſleep ; and now the chief 
enemy of the //-ae/ites was 
in their power. So Jae 


And. 
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took a nail and a hammer 
in her hand, and went ſoftly 
to him, and driving the 
nail through his temples, 
ſhe faſtened his head to the 
ground. And this ſeem- 
ingly ungenerous and cruel 
action, was pre-ordained 
by the all-wiſe Creator, to 
let the raelites ſee that 


the weakeſt inſtrument in 


his hands, were more ef- 


fectual than all the might 
and power upon earth. 


The children of ae! 
being again ſet free, be- 
haved tolerably well for 
ſome time; however, not 
being able to perſiſt in that 
good courſe, they once 
more began to run into the 
vice of their neighbours, 
committing idolatry, and 
all ſorts of infamous ac- 
tions, at which Gop being 
incenſed, he delivered them 
afreſh into the hands of 

| tho 


the Medianites, underwhom 
they endured a ſeven years 
bondage. 

3. Nor did he relieve 
them from their inſup- 
portable burden till quite 
broken in ſpirit they raiſed 
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ing forth fleſh meet and 


their cry to heaven; when 
ever ready to redreſs, upon | 
penitence, and promiſe of 
future good behaviour, he 
gave them another proof 
of his protection, by raiſing 
up Gideon for their deli- 
verance. 

Now Gideon was a young 
man, the ſon of Joaßb, 
when being oneday thraſh- 
ing in a barn, an angel ap- 
peared to him, and told 
him, that he was the per- 
ſon whom God had pitched 


his people. Gideon it ſeems 

did not know who he was, 
for he immediately went 
into the houſe, and bring- 


on for the deliverance of 
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other victuals, intreated the 
ſtranger to fit down. But 
the angel ordering him to 
to take the fleſh, and lay it 
on the top of a neighbour- 
ing rock, he conſumed it 
with fire in a miraculous 
manner before Gideou's face, 
and forthwith vaniſhed. 
There was now no Jonger 
doubt about the nature of 
the perſon he had ſeen, 
and being afterwards di- 
rected in a dream, Gideon 
role up in the night-time, 
cut down a grove, and de- 
ſtroyed an altar raiſed by 
the Midianites, to their 
idol god Baal. This in- 
cenſed thoſe people, they 
raiſed an army, and Gideon 
ſupported by Gop met 
them in the field with 


32000 men. But the Lord 


ordered him to proclaim, 
that whoſoever was afraid 
EY mould 
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ſhould quit the army, leaſt 
the 7raefites ſhould boaſt 
of being ſaved by their 
own numbers. And here- 
upon, 22000 men retired 
to their own homes, but 
God ftill thinking the re- 
maining 10000 too many, 
ordered Gideon to carry 
them down to the water, 


and to chuſe only thoſe 


that lapped water like a 
dog, and not thoſe that 
bowed down on their knees 
to drink ; which reducing 
their number to 300 men, 
with theſe God moſt mi- 
raculouſly was pleaſed to 
deliver his p-ople, and de- 
ſtroy at one time 120,000 


of the Midianites, together 


with ſeveral of their prin- 
ces. And thereby the 7/- 


raelites were entirely deli- 
vered from the Midianitiſb 

yoke. Es 
4. One would imagine 
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that this ſignal act of mer- 
cy, ſhould have rendered 
the Jeaus the moſt zealous 
worſhippers of God, to all 
future generations; but it 
| was far otherwiſe, for af- 
ter G:deox's death, they re- 
turned again to groſs ido- 
latry, nor did they deſiſt 
from that abominable prac- 
tice, till Gop had raiſed 
up againſt them the nu- 
merous armies of the An- 
momites, which ſtruck ſuch 
a conſternation through 
1/rael, that they did not 
know where to fly to. At 
this time then Jephibabthe 
Gileadite appeared to de- 
fend them. He was a man 
of great valour, but in one 
inſtance guilty of unpar- 
donable raſnneſs; for being 
on the eve of a battle, he 
vowed a vow, that if the 
Lorxp would deliver his 


enemies into his hands, 
- - What- 
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whatſoever came firſt out 
of his houſe to meet him, 

ſhould be offered for a 
burnt ſacrifice; and having 
totally overcome the Am- 
enonites. On his returning 
home, the firſt perſon that 
came out of his houſe, was 
his only daughter and child, 


to meet him. 

Nothing could be more 
afflicting than this ſight to 
Tephthah, which turned all 
his trium ph into mourning : 
he acquainted his beloved 
daughter, with what he had 
done, who with admirable 
reſignation ſubmitted to it, 
and intreated him not to 
depart from his vow, out 
of tenderneſs to her. How - 
ever, it is by no means 
clear, that Jephtbah offered 
his daughter for a burnt 
ſacriſice. And I rather 
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with timbrels and dances 


ſuch were abominable to 
Gop, and would have been 
ſtill a greater crime if poſ- 
ſible, than his perjury. All 
we can gather of this mat- 
ter from the Bible, 1s, that 
FZephthah's daughter being 


mountains two months with 
her companions, to bewail 
her virginity, that on her 
return, Fephthah did with 
her according to the wow 
that he had wowed. How- 
ever, it is generally be- 
lieved, that he only dedi- 
cated her life in a ſpecial 
manner to the ſervice of 
Gop 5 

5. Now Fephthah being 
dead, the I/-ael/ites, after ha- 
ving been governed by ſeve- 
ral other judges, fell at laſt 
into the hands of the Phi- 
liſtines. Indeed the various 
crimes they had committed 


believe he did not, 1 


deſerved 


permitted to go upon the 


during that ſeries of years. 
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deſerved no leſs a puniſn- 
ment; yet Goy ſtill mind- 
ful of his promiſe to his 
ſervant Abraham, would 
not abandon them entirely, 
and at this time there being 
2 man whoſe name was 


Manoab, of the tribe of 


Dan, an angel appeared to 
him and his wite, giving 
them an aſſurance, that 
they ſhould have a ſon, 
who in proceſs of time, 
ſhould bring his country 
out of their preſent bon- 
dage. Nor was this predic- 
tion long in coming to pals, 
tor Samſen being born 
hortly after, and growing 
to man's eſtate, caſt his eye 
on a woman at Timnath, 


of the daughters of the | 


Philiſtines, whom he de- 
ſired his father and mother 
to procure. for his wife. 
Manoah oppoſed his choice 


| 


at firſt, but afterwards con- 
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ſidering better of the mat- 
ter, he and his wife went 
with their ſon towards 
Timnath, and as Samſon 
was at ſome diſtance from 
them, in their way, behold 
a young lion roared againſt 
him, and the ſpirit of the 
Lord came mightily upon him, 
and he rent the lion as he 
would hate rent a kid, and 
he had nothing in his hand 
but he told not his fatles 
and mother, of what he had 
done. So proceeding on 
their journey, and gaining 
the conſent of the young 
woman and her parents, 
day was reſolved on for 
the nuptials of Samjor.” | 
The feaſts at the Jui 
marriages, were very mag- 
nificent; there is no doubt 
therefore, that Sam/on's was 
equal to any of his neigh- 
bours, and having on his 
return to his father's houſe, 
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before he came to be mar- 


ried, found a neſt of bees 
being given to another man, 


with honey, in the carcaſs 
of the young lion he had 
killed; he propounded this 
riddle to thirty young men 
of the Phi/ifznes, who came 
to make merry with him 
on his wedding-day. Out 
of the eater came forth meat, 
aud gut of the ſtrong, feceet- 
=e/s, promising thirty chan- 


ges of raiment, and other 


things of value, if within a 


fixed time they could ex- 


pound the ſame ; but pro- 
vided they could not, they 
were to give him a like 
reward. Now, the ſet term 
being almoſt elapſed, they 


prevailed on Samſon's wife, 


to get the ſecret out of him, 


which being revealed to 


them, ſo inraged him, that 


"WET 


he killed thirty Philifines, 
giving their cloaths in con- 


tempt to the e 
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of the riddle; and after 


ing him bound, 
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this in his abſence, his wife 


he caught three hundred 
foxes, and tying them tai 
to tail, with fire-brands be. 
tween each, he let them 
looſe among the ſtanding 
corn of the Philifiines ; 
conſuming not only that, 
but their vineyards, and 
oltves. This enraging thoſe 
people, they burnt both 
his wife and her father; 
whereupon Samſon {mote 
them hip and thigh, with 
great laughter; and dwelt 
upon the top of a rock. 
Now the Philiſtines being 
gathered together, for re- 
veng, the men of Ju- 
dah perſuaded Samſon to 
let them bind him with 
cords, and deliver him up 
to the Philiflines; ; who ſee- 
gave 2 


_ ders ou” te 
e 


the ſpirit of the Loxp com- 
ing upon Samſon, he ſnapt 
the new cords, as if they 
had been burnt flax, and 
finding the jaw- bone of an 
aſs, he ſlew with that 
ſimple weapon, apwards 
of a thouſand Philiſtines. 
6. But. of what little 
conſequence is ſtrength or 
wiſdom, if we give our- 
ſelves up to vice. Samſon, 
that could not be overcome. 
by multitudes, was at. laſt 
deſtroyed by a ſingle wo- 
man. En 
The lords of the Phili- 
fines, having ſought all 
opportunities to be reven- 
ged of Samſon, to no pur- 
poſe, at laſt had recourſe 
to a woman, named Deli. 
lah, for whom he had a 
great affection; offering her 


mighty rewards, if ſhe could / 


prevail upon him to reveal 


wherein his great ſtrength 


— 
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by 


lay. Three ſeveral times. 
he amuſed her with wrong 
accounts, and ſo eſcaped. 
the ſnare laid for him: But. 
at length, hen fhe preſſed. 
him daily with her Wwords,.. 
and urged him ſo, that bis 
ul was wexed unto death, 


he told her all his heart, and 


ſaid unto her, there hath. 


not come a razor upon mine 

head; for I have been a 
Nazarite unto God from my] 
mother's. womb: if I be: 


ſhaven, then my firength: 


will go from me, and IH 
become weak, and be lille 
any other man. Delilah. 
hereupon making him ſleep - 
upon her knees, ſent for 
the lords of the Philiſtines, 
and cauſed a man to ſhave 
off the even locks of his 
head, and his ſtrengtbb went - 
rom him; and the Phili- 
ſtines 200k bim, and put aut 
his eyes, and brought him. 
F 2 dau 


aon to Gaza, and bound him | 
avith fetters of braſs ; and 
he did grind in the priſon- 

honſe. And thus was Sam 
fon ſeverely puniſhed, for 

revealing his ſecrets to a 

wicked proſtitute. 

- But in n little time 
Saufen hair beginning to 
grow again, his ſtrength 
alſo returned: mean while 
the Phil: Hines triumphed 
exceedingly in their con- 
queſt; and on a time mak- 
ing a dacrifice in gratitude 
to their god Dagon, who 
they ſuppoſed had deliver- 
ed their enemy into their 


hands, being very merry, 
CHAPTER XIII. 
The bifory of Ruth, 


hich the Tod 755 py Ged 
giveth thee. Theſe are the 
words of the fifth com- 
mandment ; and as we find 


| IIe wa the 
= ALMIGHTY, your fa- 
ther and mother, that your 
ny be long in the land 
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they ſent for Samſon to CH 
make them ſport; who the 
being brought and placed ſed t. 
between the two pillars N wone 
that ſupported the houſe, ¶ hiſto 
be teok one in each hand, Ichis 
and calling upon Gov to read. 
aſſiſt him that once, to re- ſbeſo: 
venge himſelf for his two ¶ time 
eyes, and deſiring to die ſing t 
with them, he bowed him- that 
Self with all his might, and on y' 
the houſe fell upon the lords, forth 
and upon all the people that eefla: 
were therein: ſo the dead, Nike 
In 


auhich he flew at his geath, 
were more than they, which 


he flew in his liſe. 


the 


ho] the bleſſing therein promi- 
ced ſed to dutiful children, moſt 
lars N wonderouſly fulfilled in the 
uſe, Nhiſtory of Ruth, I ſhall in 
nd, this place, my dear little 
to readers, lay her whole ftory 
re- before you; at the ſame 
two time moſt humbly beſeech- 
die ſing the Divine providence, 
m- chat it may be ſo engraven 
aud Non your hearts, as to bring 
At, forth that good fruit ne- 
hat Nceſſary, to entitle you to a 
al, Ilike reward. 

t/, In the courſe of this hi- 
ich Iſtory, you muſt have fre- 
Nauently obſerved, that the 
eaſtern countries are ex- 
remely ſubject to ſcarci- 

ties, and famine; and the 

holy ſcripture informs us, 

hat it was in the midſt of 
2:4 Nene of thoſe national di- 
he Freſſes, when a woman of 
m-. Ine [/aclites, named Nao- 
nd u, together with her huſ- 
and, and her two ſons, 
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went into the land o 
Moab, in order to procure 


themſelves bread ; and here 


her two ſons, after having 
married each of them a 

wife from among the peo- . 
ple of that country, died 


with her huſband, leaving 
their widows to ſhift for 


themſelves, in the - beff 
manner they were able. 
| Now Naomi being in- 
formed that corn began 
to grow plenty once more, 
in the land of Tuadah, 
thought of returning again 
to her native place; ſhe 
endeavoured therefore to- 
perſuade Orpab and Ruth, 
the widows of her deceaſed 


ſons, to leave her in her 
misfortunes, and return to 
their mother's houſe, where 


they would probably be 
lefs expoſed to the hard- 
ſhips her poverty and ala 
fiction mult needs involve 
2 them 


7 


them in: and Orpab being 
moved by her arguments, 
took leave of her mother; 
but Rath, having more pie- 
ty, and a ſtronger faith in 
-God's providence, ſaid to 
Naomi, intrea me not to 
leave thee, or return from 
Following after thee ; fer 
:evhither thou goeft, I will 
go; and where thou hdeefſt, 
I auill lodge: thy people fhall 
be uy people, and thy God 
my God: where thou dieſt, 
b, e die, and there will 
T be buried, The Lord do 
Jo to me, and more aljo, if 
aught' but death part thee 
and me. When Nam, ſee- 
ing the was ſtedfaſtly re- 
ſolved, deſiſted from her 
perſuaſions; and they two 
event until they were come to 
Bethlehem. 
It was the beginning of 
ductor-harvels; when Nao- 


11 4 


mi and Ruth, arrived at 


4 
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Bethlehem; and Ruth going 
to glean in the fields of 
Boax, a very wealthy re. 
lation of Naomi's late huſ. 
band, Boaz caſt his eye: 

upon her; and being in- 
formed who ſhe was, he 
applauded her dutiful be. 


haviour to her mother. in. 


law, and injoined her to 


glean in no other field but 
his, during the whole time 
of harveſt, and to keep 
faſt by his maidens ; and 
after ſhe came to glean, he 
ordered his ſervants, that 
they ſhould throw hand- 
fuls on purpoſe for her to 
take up; which they did, 
inſomuch, that when fhe 
had beat” oat that ſhe had 
gathered, it was a largt 

fack of barley. 
Naomi, as we maj 
gueſs, Tejoiced not a lit 
tle, at Boax's ' kindneſs tt 
her daughter-in-law; and 
being 
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his favourable diſpoſition 
Jto her, ſhe commanded 


of his repoſe, in the threſh- 
in-Wing-floor, where he was to 
winnow barley that night ; 
and when he was laid 


in. down, and was fallen a- 
leep, to uncover his feet, 


and to lay herſelf down by 
him. Ruth obeyed, and 


Ihe awoke at midnight, and 
was at firſt ſurpriſed, to 
find a woman at his feet; 

{but Rath revealing her- 
ſelf, and claiming of him 
the right of marrying her, 
according to the Tewzfh 
cuſtom, as being her near 
kinſman. he applauded her 
choice, in that ſhe had not 
ſet her heart on a young, 
indiſcreet man ; and told 
her, that there was till a 
vearer relation than he, of 
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being willing to improve | 


MW Ruth to watch the place 


being laid down by him, | 


1 
whom he would require to 


perform the duty of neareſt 
kinſman; and if he decli- 


ned it, he himſelf would 


marry her. And in the 
morning preſenting her 
with ſix meaſures of barley, 
he diſmiſſed her, with much 
civility and kindneſss 
Nor did Boax reft- till 
he had made good his pro- 
miſe to Ruth, for having, 
as was the cuſtom, requi - 
red publickly, the neareſt 
kinſman to marry her, and 
and he having declined it, 
Boa took witneſſes of it, 
and eſpouſed her himſelf: 
and in proceſs of time, ſhe 
conceived, and bore a ſon, + _ 
who was called Obed, who | © 
was the father of 7e/e, the 
father of king Dawid; from 
which ſtock, according to 
the fleſh, afterwards de- 
ſcended our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Om 
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And thus gloriouſly, for 
an example to all children, 
was Ruth rewarded for her 


filial duty to her mother- 
in-law. 


6 CH AF. . 
1. The birth of Samuel. 2. His adminiſtrætion. 3. King Saul. 


4. He diſpleaſes God. 5. David kills Goliath, 


6. The death of 


Samuel. 7. Nabal's churliſhneſs. 8.' The death of Saul, 


man named EAa- 


nab, who had two wives, 


one of which Peninnab, 
had children; but Hannah 
the other was barren. This 
was ſufficient to make them 
live uneaſy together. Ac- 
cordingly they ſpent their 
time in continual envy 


and upbraiding, till Hau- 


naß going one time up to 


the houſe of Gop at Si- 
lob; ſhekneeleddown there 
and prayed devoutly, and 


if Gop would pleaſe to 
grant her a ſon, ſhe pro- 


miſed to devote him all 
the days of his life to his 


OW there was a 


ſervice. Her prayers were 
heard, and in a proper 
time ſhe brought forth a 
ſon, whom ſhe called Sa- 
mucl. And after he was 
come to a fit age, ſhe 
brought him to SHilob, and 
in a very joyful manner, 
preſented him to Eli the 


| prieſt, who gladly received, 


and immediately cloathed 


him in a proper habit, that 


he might attend on the ſer- 


vice of the tabernacle. 


Now Eli was a very good 
man himſelf. but he had 
two ſons, Hophni and Phi- 
neas, Who where meer 


libertines. Nor did he 
bd SONY chaſtiſe 
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chaſtiſe them as his autho- 
rity required, till at length 
God was ſo provoked, that 
he foretold the utter de- 
ſtruction of his family to 
Samuel, which was the firſt 
revelation he made to this 
young prophet, and it was 
ſhortly after brought to 
paſs. For the people in 
the joy of their hearts, 
to find that they had 
once more got a pro- 
phet among them, ſome 
few years after, attemp- 
ting to free themſelves 
from the yoke of the Phi- 
liſtines, under which they 
hag” long ſuffered ; they 


were routed, and not rout- 


ed only, but they loſt the 


ark of Gov, which they 
had carried with them into 
the battle, and this was ſo 
ſevere an affliction to old 


Eli, that though both his 
ſons were Killed in the ac 
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tion, the bare news of that. 


alone, threw him into a 
fit, in which he fell down 


and broke his neck; a 


daughter-in-law dying at 
the ſame time in child - 
birth, which in ſome mea- 
ſure, was the ruin of his 
whole houſe. 

2. The Philiftines having 
thus got poſſeſſion of the 
ark, carried it in triumph 
to one of their principal 
cities, but finding them- 
ſelves ſorely tormented with 
plagues upon that account, 
as well as that wherever it 
came, their idols fell down 


| before it, they were glad 


to return it to the Maelites 
again ; this they accord-, 
ingly did, with ſome pre- 
ſents, and it being received 


with great joy by the peo- 


ple, Samuel, who had now 
entered upon his prophe- 


tick adminiſtration, took 
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that opportunity of bring- 
ing them to a ſenſe of 
their manifold tranſgreſ- 
ſions. They wept there- 
fore, and held a ſolemn 
faſt, which was ſo accep- 
table to Gov, that in a 
little time, they gained ſuch 
a ſignal victory over the 
Pbiliſtines, as prevented 
thoſe idolaters from ven- 
turing to moleſt them for a 
great while. After this 


action, the moſt part of 
Sans government, Was 


employed in a peaceable 
adminiſtration of juſtice; 
but as he grew in years, 
he appointed his ſons, Joel 
and Abiab, to the execu- 
tion of that office, who be- 
came ſo mercenary, and 
corrupt, that the elders, of 
T/-ael came to Samuel in a 
body, deminding to have 
4 king ſet over them, as 
there was in other nations. 


Chr. XIv. 
This demand was by no 


means agreeable 8 the 
prophet, however he con- 


ſulted Gop upon it, who 


anſwered, that he ſhould 
comply with the people; but 
firſt ordered, that he ſhould 
inform them of the many 
inconveniences that would 
attend the completion of 
their requeſt. When the 
people ſtill perſiſting, Gop 
tells Samuel, that he will 


not fail to give them a 


king. 

2. Now Saul, the ſon 
of Ah, being ſent to ſeek 
ſome of his father's aſſes, 
which had gone aftray, 
came to. Samuel, to try if 
he could give him any in- 
telligence of them. And 
God having apprized Sa- 


muel, that he was the per- 


ſon ordained to reign over 
Iſrael; 2s ſoon as he ſaw 


him, he ſhewed him all 


the 


the reſpect that was due to 
his future character: and 
having anointed him king, 
he foretold him ſeveral e- 
vents which ſhould befal 
him on his return home, 
in token of the truth, of 
his deſignation to that of- 
fice. But this happened 
only between Saul and Sa- 
muel in private, he was af- 


terwards choſen publickly 


by lot, nor had he been 
many days upon the throne, 
before there happened a fit 
occaſion for him to exert 
himſelf. The people of 
Jabeſßb- Gilead on the other 
fide of the Jordan, being 
oppreſſed by the Ammonites 
they ſent to demand aid 
of king Saul, and he hav- 
ing ſummoned all 7/-ae/ to 
come to their aſſiſtance, ſo 
totally routed and dif. 
perſed the enemy, that 
ſcarce two of them were 
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left together. This victory 


raiſed their new king's 
fame to a great degree, 
but at length he forfeited 
the divine favour, in the 
following manner. 

4. His. commiſſion was 
utterly to deſtroy the Ama- 
Jekites, but inſtead of exe- 
cuting this, he faved Agag 
their king, and the beſt of 
their ' cattle alive. And 
when Samuel came to ex- 
poſtulate the matter with 
him, his pretence was, that 
what he had ſpared, was 
in pure reſpect to Gov; 
but Samuel, who knew very 
well, that this reſerve was 
mite out of avarice, firſt 
laid before him the iniqui- 
ty of his conduct, and then 
declared GovD's immove- 
able purpoſe of taking the 
kingdom from his family. 
After which, Samuel hy the 
expreſs commands of the 

Lord, 


76 


Lob, privately anointed 


larly ſkilled in muſiek, was 
ſhortly afterward called to 
court, in order to divert a 
melancholy kind of mad- 
neſs, which had ſeized 
upon the'king. But it was 
ſome. months ſubſequent 
to his return from thence 
to his father 72/e's houſe 
again, that he had an op- 
portunity of manifeſting 
himſelf in the face of all 

rae. 5 
6. The Phili/tines had 
not long before, received 
a remarkable defeat from 
Saul; but having now re- 


took the field again, when 
a champion named Go/:ath, 
of a prodigious gigantick 
ſtature, came out of the 
camp of the Philiftines, 
challenging any one of the 
Hebrews to a ſingle com- 
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David, who being particu- 


eruited their forces, they 
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bat; but none durſt ven- 
ture upon it, till young 
David having heard what 
reward the king had pro 
miſed to the perſon wWho 
ſhould kill him; viz. the 
the princeſs his own daugh- 
ter for a wife, he was moved 
by a divine impulſe to ac- 
cept of the challenge, and 
taking only his ſtaff, a ſling, 
and five ſmooth ſtones out 
of a brook that ran by, 
he advanced towards the 
Philiſtine, who perceiving 
him to be little more than 
a boy, thought it was done 
in contempt, and ſwore to 
cut him to pieces, the very 
moment he came at him; 
but David's reply was of 
another kind, that he came 
againſt him not in any con- 
fidence of his own ſtrength, 
but in the name of Gov, 
at which words, letting fly 


| a ſtone, it hit the giant's 


forehead 
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forehead with ſuch force, 
that he fell flat, and Da- 
vid ran up to him, and 
with Goliath's own ſword 
cut off his head. Every 
one admired the author 
of this gallant action, but 
none ſo much as Jonathan, 
the king's ſon, who con- 
trated the tendereſt friend- 
ſhip for David. Yet the 
promiſed reward he was 
ceprived of, for Saul began 
to envy David, and tho 
he ſome time after this, 
gave him another of his 
daughters in marriage up- 
on very hard conditions, 
vet he more than once 
laid plots againſt his life, 
and even attempted with 
his own hands to kill 


him. 3 


6. Theſe. proceedings 


drove David into baniſh- 
ment, where he gathered 
2 little army, living ſome- 


* 


| 


| 
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times with them in the 
mountains, and ſometimes 
among the neighbouring 
infidels; nor would he, tho? 
he had Saul twice in his 
power, lift his hand againſt 
the Lord's anointed. And 
Dawid having paid a viſit 
to Samuel, the ſcripture 
tells us, that great pro- 
phet died. But I cannot 
cloſe the ſubje of Sauls 
hatred to David, without 
mentioning the faithful 
friendſhip of his ſon Jona- 
than, who though he ſaw 
the king commit the moſt. 
horrid cruelties upon any 
that preſumed to ſupport; 
Dawid, yet loved him as 
his own foul, and never 
fail to give him notice” 


of whatever-evil his father 
intended againſt him. | 

7. And by this time ſe- 
veral hundred perſons ha- 
ving reſorted to David, he 
hearing 
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ordered all his followers to 


hearing that Nabal, a very 
rich man, whoſe ſhepherds 
he had formerly protected, 

was ſhearing his ſheep nigh 
hand, ſent to remind him of 
his civility to his ſervants, 
and defired him to ſend him 
ſome proviſions, or whatſo- 
ever he couldſpare. But Na- 
bal, being churli/h and evil in 
his doings, anſevered David's 
ſervants, and ſaid, who ts 
David? And who is the jon 
of ſeſſe? There be many 
ſervants now-a-days, that 
break away every man from 
his maſter. Shall I then 
take my bread, and my <wa- 
ter, and my fleſh, that J 
Bae killed' for my ſhearers, 
and give it unto men whom 

I know not, whence they 
be? So David s young men 
event again, and told him all 

thoſe ſayings. 
David, being exaſpera- 
ted at this churliſh anſwer, | 


gird on their ſwords, and 
vowed by the morning 
light, to leave not a man 


alive of all Nabal's family. 
But the ſervants of Natal, 


fearing what might hap- 
pen, went to their maiter's 
wife Abigail, and informed 


her of their apprehenſions, 


andof the civilities they had 
before received at David's 
hands; who thereupon took 


two hundred loaves, and 


two bottles of wine, and 
five ſheep ready dreſſed, 
with other proviſions; and 
having loaden ſeveral aſ- 
ſes with them, ſhe ſet out 
with divers of her ſervants, 
unknown to her huſband, 
and met David on full 
march with his men, in 
order to deſtroy Nabal's 
houſe and family : but be- 


ing appeaſed by her grace- 


ful demeanour and humi- 
lity, 
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lity, he received her and 
her preſents kindly, and 
was diverted from his pur- 
poſe: and Abigail being 
very beautiful, as well as 
difcreet, and Nabal dying 
for vexation when he was 
told what had happened, 
Dawid took her to wife. 

8. Now Saul being a- 
bout to go up againſt the 
Philiſtines, it was foretold 
to him, that the Loxp had 
rent his Kingdom from him, 
and given it to David; 
and that, on the next day, 


Gor would deliver him, 


and the Jraelites with him, 
into the hands of the Phi- 
liſtines; and that he and 
his ſons, ſhould be with 
them in death. This ter- 
rible prediction ſo affected 
Saul, that he fell /raitway 
all along on the earth, and 
there was no ſfirength in 
im; and when he reco- 
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vered, he would neither be 
comforted nor refreſhed. 
According tothe prophet's 
prediction however, the 
next day both armies having 
engaged on mount Gz/bea, 
the 1/-aelites were diſcom- 
fited, and Sæul's ſons Jo- 
nattan, Abinadah, and Mal- 
chiſeua, being ſlain, and 
himſelf ſore wounded, he 
{aid unto his armour-bearer, 
draw thy ſeuord, and thruſt 
me through therewith, leſt 
theſe uncircumciſed come, and 
thruſt me through, and abuſe 
me. But his armour-bearer 
refuſing, Saul took a ſword 
and fell upon it; which 
when his armour-bearer 
ſaw, he likewiſe fell upon 
his ſword, and died with 
him. And when the Phi- 
liſtines found Saul among 


the ſlain, they cut off his 


head, ſent his armour to 
Aſetaroth, and faſtened his 
* dody 
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body to the walls of Beth- 
San. together with the bo- 
dies of his ſons; which af- 
terward were reſcued from 
them, by the inhabitants 
of * Gilead, who de- 


CHAP. XV. 
cently interred their bodies, 
And David extremely la. 
mented the loſs of Saul, 
and more eſpecially of his 
beloved friend Jonathan. 


CHAPTER XV. 
King D AVID. 


AVID, beſides being 

the braveſt general, 

the fineſt poet, and the 
eateſt muſician that ever 
ed, had that glorions 
character peculiar to him- 
felf, of being the man af- 


ter God's own heart, and 
being after the death of 


Faul, in conſequence of 
God's preordination, crea- 
ted king of J7az/, the 
_ firſt action he did, was to 
command the two Benja- 
mites, who having cut off 
the head of 46-boſbeth, 
Saul's only remaining ſon, 


brought it to him as a pre- 
ſent, to have their hands 
and feet cut off, as a ter- 
ror to all ſuch ungrateful 
and bloody villains, their 


in ſome publick place; nor 
was he unmindful of his 
dear departed friend 7oza- 
than, but reſtored to his 
ſon Mephiboſbeth, a cripple, 


and ordered him a place 
at the table among his 
own children, 

A conduct like this not 


only deſerves, but may 


| always 


bodies alſo being hung up 


all his grandfather's eſtate, 
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ways be ſure of meeting 
with Gop's favour; in con- 
ſequence of 1t therefore, 
David overcame all the 
people round about him, 
but in particular took the 


city of Feruſalem, after- 


wards ſo famous all over 
the world ; and finding at 
laſt a peaceful ſeaſon, he 
brought the ark which for 
fifty years and upwards, 
had continued at the houſe 
of one Abinadab, to his 
own city, ſinging and play- 


ing before it ; and having 


conſecrated ſeveral rich 


materials, which he took in 


his ſeveral wars, to Gop, 
he ſat down, and began to 
regulate the government of 


| his kingdom, as well as 


that of- his own private 
family. 

But let every one be 
cautious, and not only re- 


bt vice, but fly from it; 


8 


ſince even the - virtuous 
Dawid, the man after 
' Gop's own heart, was ſur- 
prized into ſuch a, ſucceſ- 
ſion of wicked actions, 
by one falſe ffep, as even 
the ſincereſt repentance 
could not compenſate for, 
as to his ſtate in this world 
While his general ;Zoak 
was carrying on the flege 
of Rablbal, David conti 
nued in Feruſalem, and- 
walking one evening on 
the top of his houſe, he 
chanced to ſee a beautiful 
woman bathing herſelf in 
her garden; the unguarded 
king, as ſoon as he {aw her, 
was ſmitten, and on enquir4 
ing, being told ſhe was the 
wife of Uriah the Hittite; 
an officer in his army, Da- 


— 


aid ſent for her, lay with 


her, and diſmiſſ : her. 
But this was not all, in 
order to hide the ſhame of 

8 5 one 
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one crime, he committed 
another ſtill greater; he 
ſent letters to Joab, where - 
in he commanded him to 
manage matters ſo, that 
Uriah might be killed, by 
the An monites, which was 
done accordingly; and 
David im mediately after 
eſpouſed his widow pub- 


kckly. But though he by 


this means; concealed his 
"wickedneſs from the world, 


Gop. was neither to be lo | 


deceived, nor ſatisfied. He 
fent Nathan the prophet to 
David therefore, by an 
elegant parable, to repre- 
ſent the baſeneſs and vil- 
Hiny of what he had done. 
Dawid accordingly confeſ- 
ſes his guilt, and begs par- 
don, which was granted, 
with regard to eternal pu- 
niſhment; but Gop not 
only deftroyed the ſon, 
| of _ Bath-feeba Was 
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ſoon afterwards delivered: 
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but alſo told Dawzd, char 
ſeveral of his family ſhould 
come to untimely ends, as 
well as ſome of his ſong 
riſe in rebellion a gainſt I. 
him. Nor was it long be- 
fore this ſentence began to 
be executed. For having 
a moſt beautiful daughter, 
whoſe name was Tamar; 
one of David's ſors by a 
different mother, his elceſt 
ſon Ammon, raviſhed her. 
For which brutal outrage, 
hi was afterwards ſlain 
by another of Dawid's ſons 
called 45/alom; who then 
rebelled againſt his father, 
forcing him- to leave the 
royal city. All which Da- 
did bore with admirable 
patience, and ' reſignation 
to the will of Gop, as 


being conſcious of his 
own. guilt, in the caſe 
of Uriah; ha of the di- 
ö vine 


XV. 


red: vine juſtice in thus afflicting 


him. ne. 

Now Abſalom and his 
party entering ' Zeru/alem, 
were received with the ge- 
zeral acclamation of the 


Ipeople ; yet was not the 


king without ſome: friends 
there, who gave him con- 
ſtant intelligence, of what- 


erer the rebels defigned : 


by which means David e- 
ſcaped ſome of their ſnares. 


Till at length the unnatu- 
„ral ſon having gathered a 
numerous army, propoſed. 
to give his father bartle,. 
and both parties were drawn 


ap in the. field: but the 


war being waged againſt a 


fon, for whom he had ſtill 
a moſt tender affection, 
David removed to a neigh- 


bouring ſhelter,, charging 


his generals for his ſake, 
if they overcame and took 
Aſalom, to uſe him kindly. 
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vent the father's grievin 


I 


_ by 
But eternal juſtice, the 
never failing puniſher of 
undutiful children, tho' it 
permitted Asſalum to be the 
ſcourge of David's fault, 
could not overlook his un- 
natural rebellion againſt 
his father; this wicked and 
abominable Abſalom, there- 
fore-was not only conque- 
red (though his forces were 
much more numerous than 
the king's) but being. en- 
tangled in the boughs of a 
tree, by his long hair, he 
there received the reward 
of his crimes, being run/ 
through the body; and in- 
ſtead of being buried like” 
a prince, his carcaſe was 
thrown into a pit, and 
covered with a heap of 
However, the wicked-' 
nefſs of the ſon did not pre- 


x 
* 


at his death, as it ſhouldd 


* have: 
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have done; for we are told 
that David wept and mourn- 
ed for many days; but 
| Gov having now given a 
temporal puniſhment for 
his crimes, began to take 
pity on his repentance, and 
Solomon being born, he 
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O OLOMON's charac- 
the wiſeſt man, and un- 
doubtedly had he not in 
his old age been drawn in- 
no king ever deſerved that 


parts, which he proved by 
writing the book of Pro- 


= 
* a A 


promiſed that in him, / 
rael ſhould have peace, 
and that he .ſhouJd build 
£} ug SOLOMON, 


ter was that of being 
tp vice hy thoſe about him, 
title ſo well; for beſides 


having the fineſt natural 


verbs ; the Canticles .or 
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him a temple, which Da. 


vid himſelf had thoughts 


of doing. And Dawid be. 


ing a very old man, grey 


it was not poſſible by all 
the help of his phyſicians, 
to keep heat in him; { 
having reigned forty years 
he died, leaving his LY 


[ 


| 


| 
] 


dom to his fon.So/amon, 


| Song, of Solomon ; he alſo 
was. maſter of the moſt 
piercing judgment, an in- 
{tance of which he gave in 
a very extraordinary cauſe 
that came before him. 
Two. harlots living toge- 
ther, had at the ſame time 
each of them a child; now 
in the night.time, one of 


the children dying, the 


harlot who was it's mother 


ſo weak and feeble, tha: 
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laid it in the place of the 
other woman's child, which 


and in the morning claim- 
ing it as her's. Children 
were reckoned among the 
Jews, as the greateſt bleſ- 
ling, (which they certainly 
are, if they be good) the 
harlot therefore would not 
be robbed of her infant, 
in that manner, but ap- 
pealed to the king, who 


| ordered the child to be di- 


vided betwixt them, and 
thus he diſcovered the true 
parent ; ſhe who ſtole the 
child, approving of the ſen- 
tence, but ſhe who had real- 
ly brought it into the world, 
as we may naturally ſup- 
poſe, could not bear to ſee 
her babe butchered, rather 
chuſing to give it up. 

And Solomon builded a 
magnificent temple to Gop, 
being not only the glory of 


EY 


| 


8 
Jeruſalem, but one of the 
ſeven wonders of the world. 


was living, taking that, | In ſhort, it's riches and 


beauty exceed all deſcrip- 
tion : and his fame going 
far and near, the queen of 
Sheba, who reigned many 
thouſand miles from him, 
hearing of So/cmon's great 
wiſdom, (which the great 
and good Gop had be- 
ſtowed on him) came to- 
prove him with hard que- 


ſions; but confeſſing, that 


his glory and learning, ſur- 
paſſed every thing in this 
earth; ſhe departed to her 
own dominions again, af- 
ter having made Solomon 
many hne preſents, and re- 
ceiving from him in re- 
turn, many equally magni- 
ficent. 

Now David had ap- 
pointed his ſon Solomon, 
preferable to his eldeſt fon 
Adenijah, who 
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all his efforts to ſucceed his 
father, uſeleſs, gave way 


to his brother's good for- 


ſtrengthen his pretenſions 
to the throne, he deſired 
Bath/heba, the mother of 
king Soloron, to requeſt 
the king to grant him to 
Wife, Abiſßag the Shunam- 
mite, a beautiful damſel, 
who had cheriſhed king 
David, and miniſtred unto 
him, and lay in his bo- 
ſom, when he was old, 
that no heat could be kept 
in him. Bath/eba cour- 
teouſly undertook the meſ- 
ſage, not being aware of 
his deſign in it; and went 
to. her ſon, the king, to 
requelt this favour of him. 
Nor was the reſpect Solo- 
mom paid his mother, any 
ſmall ſign of his wiſdom; 


for as ſoon as ſne appear- 


chief captain, and 


ed, he dutifully roſe up to 


tune; but meditating . to 
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| meet her; and cauſing ha 

to be placed on the throne 

on his right-hand, he ſat 

down by her, and promi- 

ſed to grant whatever ſhe 
ſhould defire of him : but 

when he heard her requeſt, 
| he anſwered and ſaid, and 

why deft thou oft Abiſhag 
the Shunammite r Ado- 
nijah? Af for him the king- 
dem alſo—T hen king Solo- 
mon bare by the Lord, 
faying, Gcd av fo to me, ard 
mere alſo, if Adonijah have 
not ſpoken this word again 
his baun life! Now thert- 
fore, as the Lord liveth, 
Adonijah all be put to 
death this day. A moſt 
abominable oath, and one 
for which, no doubt among 
other things, his family 
was curſed afterwards. S0 


—_— 


he fent Benaiab, the fon 
of Jehoiadah, who was his 
he fell 


upon 
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upon Adunij ab, and flew 
him: he after this removed 
Abiathar, a friend of Ado- 


-£:525's, from being chief 
prieſt, putting Zadok, one | 


s his own followers, into 
his place; and not long | 
after, cauſed the ſame Be- 
raiah to fall upon the va- 


-Mljant Jeab, whe had been 


ng- David's chief general, and 


- to lay him at the horns of 


the altar, which he had 
taken hold of for a ſanc- 
tuary, he having alſo been 
attached to Adonizah, as 


the eldeſt ſon of his royal 


maſter. . | 
And now to let you ſee, 
my dear child, how vain 
and inconſiderable a thing 
wiſdom is, when once we 
forſake virtue, and the fear 
of Gop; I ſhall inform you 
of fame other evil actions, 
of this otherwiſe great king, 
which drew the wrath of 
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Gop upon him and his | 
whole family. 

Solamen againſt the ex- 
preſs commands of Gop, 
in the law of Mo/es, had 
married ſeveral wives from 
the neighbouring countries 
* about, who being 
all heathens and idolaters, 
took the advantage of his 
old age, to ſeduce him ta 
their falſe worihip, and he 
was wicked enough to bow 
before idols, unmindful 
of that only true power, 
which had done ſuch won- 
ders for his family. Now 
this. ſo provoked the Al 
mighty, that he raiſed him 
up ſeveral powerful ene- 
mies, and among the reſt, 
Jeroboam the ſon of Nebat, 
who was a man of great, 
valour, and one of his own 
officers, It happened: on 
a 'time, that this' perſo 
being cloathed with a — 

G 4 garment, 


garment, and being gone 
out of Jcruſalem, the pro- 
phet Abjab the Shilonite 


met him in the field, and 


taking hold of his new 
garment, he rent it in 
twelve pieces, giving ten 


of them to Feroboam, and 


declaring to him, that af- 
ter Solemon's death, the 
Lorp would in like man- 
ner rend ten tribes from 


ths hands 25 his ſon, and 


1 T Solomon being 
dead, his ſon Reho- 


biam was made king in 


his ſtead; and as ſoon as 


Feroboam heard this, he 


came from Egypt to Je- 
ruſalem, and joining him- 
ſelf to the congregation of 


14 rael, they petitioned the 


ng for a redreſs of the 
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give them to him, as 2 
puniſhment for Solomon's ſm 
of idolatry ; and at the 
ſame time promiſing to 
| eſtabliſh Terob:am's king. 
dom over Iſrael, if he 
walked in the way of the 
Lorp. After this, Fero- 
boam fled into Egypt, to 
avoid the wrath of Solomon, 
who would have killed 


him, to fraſtrate 46:7a/'s 
prophecy. 


CHAPTER XVII. 
Kirg R E AH OO AM. 


| grievances, that had crept 


into the government, in 
the latter part of his fa- 
ther's reign; rendring their 
duty and ſervice to him, 
if he would make their 
burdens lighter. Upon 
this, the king conſulted 
with his old counſellors, 
who adviſed him to footh 

their 


3 #5 
* 4 


4 
3 
* 


their inflamed paſſions, and 
to promiſe them a redreſs 
of their grievances, in or- 
der to ſecure their faith 
and allegiance to him, at 
the beginning of his reign. 


But this young prince, 


being vainly puffed up 
with his new Cignity, 
would not condeſcend to 
ſooth the paſſions of the 
people; but adhered to the 
advice of perſons of his 
own age and inexperience, 
the companions and favou- 
rites of His youth, who 
perſuaded him, that it was 
moſt becoming of the roy- 
al dignity, to threaten 
and terrify the people into 
their duty, rather than to 
appear to comply in the 
leaſt with their petitions ; 
being of the opinion of 
thoſe court-flatterers, who 
would perſuade young prin- 


ces, to their ruin, that the 
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5 


99 
people were made for ſlaves 
to the prince, and born 
with ſaddles on their backs, 
and that a monarch had no 
more to do, but get up 
and ride: which advice 
many indiſcreet princes, 
both before and ſince Re- 
hoboam, have ſo far pur- 
ſued, *till the oppreſſed 
people, being tired with 
their burdens, have riſen 
as one man, and caſt their. 
unkingly rider : as proved 
to be the caſe with this 
miſled prince. | | 

For Jeroboam, and the 
elders of the people, at- 
tending the king at the ap- 
pointed time, for an an- 
{wer to their petitions, this 
raſh prince, according, to 
the advice of his young 
counſellors, anſwered them 


roughly, ſaying, My fa- 


ther made your yoke heavy, 
and I will add to your yoke: 


3 
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ny father alſo chaſtiſed you 


ewith whits; but I will. 
chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions. 


This anſwer enraging the 
people, they cried out, 
what portion have we in 
David:? To your tents, 
O Ifrael! Now ſce to thine 
houſe, David! And imme- 
diately departing, ten tribes 
fell off from the houſe of 
Dawid, and Cho fe Feroboam 
for their king, according 
to the word of Atijab the 
prophet. 1 

Thus Rehoboam, by his 
monſtrous folly, in rather 
liſtening to the advice of 
boys, than his old and ex- 
perienced counſellors, loſt 
the moſt conſiderable part 
of his dominions. But 
what better could be ex- 
pected, from what never 
ends in any good, obſtina- 
cy, and an opinion of one's 
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own judgment, in prefe- 
rence to thoſe, who by 


their age and ſtation are 


ſitter to direct us. Nor was 


| Reboboam's ſtubbornneſs, 


attended with ill conſequen- 
ces to himſelf only, for 
the kingdom of Mrael and 
Faudah, ever after remained 
two diſtinct governments, 
Gop not permitting him 
to attempt the recovery of 
his loſs, nay by his wicked- 


neſs, he had like to have 


brought more trouble npon 
himſelf, from the Eg yp- 
tians; had not Gop in his 
mercy, been pleaſed to ac- 
ceptof ſome condeſcentions, 


1n confideration of which, 
he did not utterly deſtroy 


him. And Rehoboam Ha- 


ving reigned fifteen years 


over the kingdom of Ju- 


| dah, died, leaving the throne 
to his ſon Ahijab. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 
1. The ſtweral changes in che kingdom of Tſrae!, from king Ferobeam, 


to king Abab. 


2. The acts of the prophet Elijab. 


3. The acts of 


the prophet Eliſea, with the terrible puriſoment of the æuicked chil- 
dren. 4. Febu is made hing, and Fibel ſlain, „ FOR 


1. ARIOUS were 

the revolutions that 
afterwards followed in the 
kingdom of free! which 
Jeroboam had founded: for 
he doing evil in the fight 


of the Log, and erecting 


altars to two golden calves, 
which he ſet up. to, giver: 
the people, for pglitical 
reaſons, from going to 
worſhip the Lorp at Feru- 
ſalem, the Loxp was plea- 
ſed to cut off all his houſe 
and family, by the hand 
of Baaſha; who allo doing 
evil in the fight of the 
Los p, the Loxp deſtroyed 
all his houſe and family, 
by the hand of Zimri; who 
burning himſelf to death, 


to avoid the puniſhment 


due to his treaſon, Omri 
aicended the throne, and 


after a reign of twenty- 


two years, died, and was 
ſucceeded by his ſon Abab, 
who was a greater 1dola- 
ter, and a wickeder man, 
than all that went before 
him: inſomuch that the 


great prophet Elijab, pro- 
pheſied againſt him, and 


aſſured him, that there 
ſhould not be dew or rain 


in Jrael for years to come, 


but according to his word. 

2. Elijab, after this, by 
the command of the Lok, 
hid himſelf by the brook 
Cherith, and the Lond 
cauſed the ravens to 7 — 
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him bread and fleſh, both 


morning and evening. AS- 


terwards, by the divine | 
command, he went to a 


widow at Zarephath, whom 
he found gathering ſticks, 
in order to make a fire to 
dreſs a little meal, which, 
with a cruiſe of oil, was 
all the ſuſtenance the had 


for herſelf and. ſon; as ſhe ' 


told the prophet, when he 


defired a little bread and 


water at her hands: but 


Elijab commanded her, | 


notwithſtanding, to bring 
hifn 
miſed her, that her barrel 
of meal, and cruiſe of oil, 
ſhould not fail, till Gop 


ſent rain upon earth : 


which was accordingly ful- 


filled ; and they all three 
were ſuſtained many days, 
by this ſmall pittance, 
which the good widow, 
thought would hardly ſerve 


a little cake; and pro- 
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for one meal, for herſelf 
and ſon. But thus we ſee 
her charity rewarded, and 
in the like manner, Gop 
will not fail to increaſe the 
ſtock of thoſe, who are 
compaſſionate, and ready 
to help the needy. 


The widow's fon ficken, 


ing after this, and dying, 
the Lorp was pleaſed, at 
the ſupplication of the pro- 
phet, to reſtore him to 
life, to the great joy of the 
poor widow, who, before 
that, was inconſolable for 
his loſs, and, in her agony 
of ſorrow, imputed his 
death to the preſence of 
Elijah. And in the third 
year after thegreat drought, 
the LoR D commanded Z/:- 
jah to go ſhew himſelf to 
Aab, promiſing to ſend 
rain upon the earth. Ahab, 
in the mean while, had 
cauſed ſearch to be — 

or 


for Elijah, throughout / 


rael, to ſlay him, imputing 


to him the famine which 
then ſorely raged in Sama- 


ria; and as ſoon as he ſaw | 


the prophet, he ſternly 
ſaid, Art thou he that 


anſwered, I have not trou- 
bled Iſrael, but thou and thy 
father's houſe, in that you 
have forſaken the command- 
ments of the Lord, and thou 
haſt followed Baalim. 

Elijah then, in order to 
convince 4hab of the folly 
of his idolatry, perſuaded 
him to aſſemble the four 
bundred and fifty prophets 
of Baal, and cauſe them 
to offer a ſacrifice to Baal, 


of a bullock, cut in pieces, 


and he would do the ſame 


to the Loa b, and the Gop 
who ſhauld. anſwer by fire 
from heaven on the ſacri- 
fee, ſhould be acknow- 
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| troubleth Iſrael? Aud le 


* 
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ledged the only true Gop. 
| Baal's prieſts could not re- 
fuſe; the trial, and called 


upon Baal from morning 
till evening, in the moſt 
violent tranſports of ſu- 
perſtitious zeal, to no pur- 
poſe: and Elijab, in his 
turn, having cauſed a trench 
to be made, and twelve 
barrels of water to be pour- 
ed on the wood, and on 
the ſacrifice, till the trench 
was filled, he ſupplicated 
the ALMIGRTY to aſſert 
his power to the conviction 
of thoſe idolaters: and in 
the ſight of the king, and 
all the ple, fire de- 
ſcended from heaven, and 
conſumed the burnt ſacrifice, 
and the woed, and the flones; 
and the duſt, and licked-up 
the water that was in the. 
trencb. „ „ 
And vuben all the people 
heir: 


Faces, 
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Faces, and they 
LORD be is the God! 
The LORD be is the God! 
Aud Elijah /aid unto them, 
fake the prophets of Baal. 
let: not one of them eſcape. | 
And th 
Elijah brought them down 
to the brook Kiſhon, and 
eau them there. And li- 
jah ſaid unte Ahab, Get | 
thee ap, cat and drink; ' for | 
there" is a ſound of t 
of rain: which accordingly 
came to paſs. . This great | 
prophet, having miracu- 
laufly, by the aſſiſtance of 
Gos, performed theſe, 
and many other great 
things to the glory of the 
ALMrcaTY, and having 
appointed Eliſba to ſucceed 
him as a prophet, accord- 

ing tothe divine command, 
was at laſt taken up, in 
the preſence of Eliſha, by 
a Chariot and horſes of 


— 


took them, an 
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city mocking him; 
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fire, in a whirlwind to 
| heaven. 

3. And dropping his 
| mantle from him, E/ ſoa 


cook it up, and with it 


divided the waters of Jor- 
dan, and paſſed over dry- 
od, as he had ſeen Elijab 
do before. 


children came out of the 
the 
dreadful conſequence of 


which was, that Gop ſent: 
bears to eat them up. 


And ſome. ſuch curſe we 


may depend upon it, wilt 
| always attend thoſe who- 


jeſt at the aged or holy. 


Now there tame a certain 


woman unto Eliſha, ſaying, 
thy ſervant my huſband is 
dead, and the creditor” is 


come to take unto him, my 


two fons to be bond-men. 
Aud Eliſha" ſaid unte ber, 


_ 


After which, 


is he was going by Bethel, | 
we are told that ſome little 


what fall I do fer thee? 
—— What haſt thou in the 
houſe * And je ſaid, thire 
handmaid Fath not any thing 
in the hcuſe, ſat e a fot of 
oil. Then he commandec 
her to borrow a great 
number of veſſeb of her 
neighl ours, and pour out 


into thole veſſels, till they 


were full; which ſhe cid, 
and found ſo great a quan 
tit! „ that ſhe fold a part © 
it, {or as much as ſatisf ed 
her debts, and there wa: 
erough left to ſubſiſt her 
and her children. Thus 


did this prophet, go a. 


bout doing ſeveral good 
actions, but one in parti- | 
cular I ſhall mention, as a 
warning againſt meanneſs, 
and avarice. 
Nazman the Syrian ge- 


neral, who was a man of 


great valour, but a leper, 
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1 
went, nobly attended, to 
his houſe, to ſcek a cure 
Ft his hands: whereupon 
E/iſka ſent him word by a 
' {jervant, to waſh ſeven 
times in Jordan, and he 


ſhould be clean. Næaman, 
expecting to have ſeen 
Elifta himſelf, and that he 
ſhould have been inſtantiy 
| cured by his prayers to 
Go for him, went away 
in a great rage, ſaying, Are 
0! the rivers of Damaſcus 
of greater virtue than the 
waters Iſrael? But be- 
ing perſuaded to comply 
with the prophet's advice, 
he went down to Jordan, 
- ard dipped. himſelf ſeven 
times; and his fleſh came 
again, and he was clean: 
upon which he confeſſed, 
that there was no Gop in 
all the earth, but in Dal; 
and offered great preſents 


2 — 


kearing of Fliga's miracles, 5 Elia, who abſolutely 


refuſed 
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refuſed them; and ſmote 
with Naamar's leproſy his 
ſervant Gehazz, who clan 
deftinely, in his maſter's: 
name, obtained ſome pre- 
ſents for himſelf. 
Now after this, the king 
of Syria made war againſt 
Ifrael, of which Eliſba gave 
is country-men warning, 
Yo that they eſcaped his 
Tnares more than once, 
which incenſed the Sy- 
rian monarch to ſuch a 
degree, that finding to; 
whom it was owing, and 
at the fame time, that Eli- 
Ja was then within his 
reach, at a city called Do- 
than; he ſent a great army 
ro beſiege the place, and 
take him 'priſoner. But 
the prophet praying to 
Gon, to deliver him from 
the power of his enemies, 


immediately ſaw an innu- 
S I 


: 
* 
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the attendants about him, | 


CHAP. XVIII. 


merable multitude of horſe- 
men and chariots all of fire, 
which incompaſſed him a- 
bout, and the Yrians were 
ſtruck every man with 
blindneſs, in ſuch a man- 


ner, that Elba not only 


baffled their deſign, but 
led them out of their way 
into the midſt of Samaria, 
ſo that they were in the 
hands of the Jraelites; but 
when the king would have 
killed them, the generous 
prophet wopld by no means 
allow it, but preparing 
meat and drink for them, 
let them return to their 
maſter. An example well 
worthy imitation, ſince we 
ſhould always treat thoſe 
kindly, whom we have in 


our power. However the 


king of Syria, was far from 
Fog this noble action in 

ind, ſince he after took 
the advantage of a famine, 
ee eee 
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to aſſault the /raelites a- 
gain ; and he befieged the 
city, till the head of an 
aſs through ſcarcity of pro- 
viſion, was ſold for four- 
ſcore pieces' of filver. Be- 
ides that, people were dri- 
ven to ſuch extremity, that 
they even eat their own 
children; which coming to 
the king of Jrael's ears, 
and remembring that when 
he had the Syrians in his 
power, Eliſa prevented 
his deſtroying them, he 
{wore that his life ſhould 
pay for the misfortune he 
had brought on his coun- 
try. But Eliſea was no way 


intimidated; on the con - 
trary, he told the king, 


that before that time the 


be ſo plenty in the city, 
as to be ſold for a few 
pence by the buſhel, But 
a lord on whoſe hand the 


** 


— 


Next day, flour ſhould 


leavi 
and proviſion behind them. 
And the Hfraelites after - 
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king leaned, derided this 
ſaying, to whom the pro- 
phet anſwered, Thou hall 


ſee it, but fhall not eat 


thereof ; and all this came 


to paſs: For God A1 


MIGHTY during the duſk- 


of the evening, deceiving 


the Syrians by a noiſe which 
they imagined they heard, 
of a number of horſemen 
and chariots about their 
camp, they roſe, and fled, 
all their baggage, 


wards ruſhing in great 


numbers out of the city 


gates, the unbeheving lord, 
was trod to death 1n the 


rr. ‚ 


4. And Ahab having 
been lain by the Syrians, 
the Lok cauſed Elia to 
anoint eh for king of 
IJfrael, with a command to 


cut off all the houſe of 
H Ala 7 


f 
| 
f 
BY 
1 
L 
| 


| ſprinkled on the wall, and 


98 


Ahab. Fehz acccordingly 
conſpired againſt his ma- 
ſter king 7cram, the ſon of 
Ahab ; and having killed 
ham, he entered Iſrael in 
triumph; and ſeeing the | 
wicked Jezebel; Abab's wife, 
at the palace window, who 
reproached him for his con- 
ſpiracy, he cauſed her to 
be thrown out of the win-'| 
gow; and her blood was 


the dogs afterwards eat her | 
body, all but her full, 


Doe Childr 
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purſuant to the threatenings 
of the prophet, as a puniſh- 
ment for her wickedneſs, 
and the murder of one 
| Nabeth. After which, Je. 
hu flew ſeventy of the ſons 
of Abab, and all his rela- 
tions and friends, and de- 
ſtroyed all the prieſts of 
Baal, having by a ſtrata- 
gem aſſembled them toge- 
ther; and by theſe acts of 
juſtice, had the kingdom 
aſſured to his poſterity of 
' Ns PR generation. 


and the RR her hands, 
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1. The 


at thaniges in the kingdom of Fudab, from the reign 


« king Alijnb, loube reign of ling Feboram. 2. 'Athaliab. 3. Tit 
death of Jeboiada. 4+ Anaæiab, and bis e 5. Hezekiab's 


„ d. reigns, . 


f eighteenth year of | 
chene, king of Zfrael; 


mat Abijah the ſon of Re- 
 hobearn, began to reign o- 


TOW it was.inithe | v 


| teouſneſs and ' juſtice, 


ts 8 of Fudab 
and while he acted toward 
Go and man, with righ- 


fouriſhedexceedingly, b — 


fling and getting the bet- 
ter of all his enemies; but 
turning to the errors of his 
father, he died, and was 
ſacceeded by Aa. 
This Aha was a good 
prince, deſtroying all the 
idols, which Abijab his fa- 
ther had cauſed to be 
raiſed; and he reſtored his 
people to the true worſhip, 
degrading even his own 
mother for her obſtinacy, 
in ſtill perſiſting to pray 
to thoſe graven images; 
he too was very fuc- 
ceſsful in every thing he 
undertook, till being ſeized 
with a diſorder in his feet, 
he died, as it ſhould ſeem, 
through his own folly, in 
rather having recourſe to 
the advice of phyſicians, 
than the immediate hand 


| 


11 of Gop (who in thoſe 


days might be directly ap- 
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plied to), and he was "I 


99" 


kings of 1frael. * 
And now Fehohhaphat 
aſcended the throne, in e- 


| very reſpect a moſt excel- 


lent. governour ; being for 
courage, wiſdom and piety, 
but little inferior to Da- 
did himſelf. This prince 
overthrew the Ammonites,. 
and the Moabites, who: 
made war againſt him; but 
afterwards, unfortunately 
forming am alliance with a 
wicked prince, of the 
raelites, by which he dif- 
pleaſed. Gop, he was cut 
off in the flower of his age, 
and his ſon Jeboram Was 
declared his ſucceſſor. 
This was one of ther 
worſt kings that ever reign- 
et in Judah, for though 
he lived but eight years: 
after his acceſſion, he con- 


trived to commit all the 
crimes of his ang 
and 


K 
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and Elijab propheſied a- 
ainſt 3 that Gop 
or his wickedneſs, ſnould 

ſtrike him with ſome dread- 

fal diſeaſe; however, he 
went on in his evil courſe, | 
till his bowels ruſhing out 
of his belly, he died, af- 
ter having ſeen his ſons. 
butchered before his face, 
and all his wealth taken 
away, by the incurſions of 
the neighbouring nations. 

Neither did the jews ſo 

much as mourn for him, 

or ſuffer his body to be 
buried in the tombs ef 
their former kings, 

2. Ahaxziah was the next 
prince that aſſumed the 
ſcepter, being che only re- 
maining ſon of Jeboram. 
Happy would it have been 
for him, had he taken war- 
ning by the dreadful fall 
of his father, but inſtead 
of that, he was ſo mon- 
ſtrouſly corrupt, that G 
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ſuffered him to reign but 


one year, he being ſlain in 
a battle againſt the rae- 
lites, when Athaliah, his 
mother, a moſt wicked and 
abandoned woman, ſeiz- 
ing that opportunity to 
gain the government for 
herſelf, roſe up in the city 
of Jeruſalem, and murde- 
red-every one of the royal 
family, excepting only .her 
little grandſon, Joaſb; who 
was miraculouſly preſerved 
by his great aunt, the wife 
of Fehoiada the prieſt, and 
by them -concealed in the 


years; till having got 2 
ſufficient party over to the 
royal intereſt, they ventured 
to diſcloſe the young mo- 
narch, and the idolatrous 
and «unnatural Atha/iah, 


being ſlain, Joaſb was eſta- 


bliſhed king over the Neu- 
1% nation. 


ES 7 


temple no leſs than ſix 


3. Joaſb was but a child, 
being only ſeven years old, 
when he aſcended the 
throne ; however, his want 
of experience was ſufficient- 
ly remedied, by the wiſ— 
dom of Tehciada, whoſe 


counſel he continued to fol- 


low for many years, after 
he was grown up; repair- 
ing the temple which 4:ha- 
liah, and her faction, had 
greatly damaged, and do- 


ing ſeveral other works of 


religion and juſtice; but 


that valuable prieſt dy ing 
at length through age, Joaſb 


ſoon began to forget his 
pious leſſons, turning from 
the ways of truth, to bow 
before idols in groves and 
high places, which was a 
moſt abominable practice; 
the devil taking thoſe op- 
portunities, to make un- 
fortunate and blinded peo- 


ple pray to him; on this 
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| account then, God aſſiſted 


+ the Sjr:azs, who with a 
' meer. handful of troops, 
overcame Judah; and the 


ungrateful Foaſp, having 
ordered Zacbariab, the ion 


of his old friend and pre- 


ſerver, to be ſtoned to 
death, only for giving him 
good advice, he was him- 
ſelf in the end conſpired a- 
gainſt, and for that very 
fact, was murdered in his 
bed; leaving his ſon 4- * 
matiah, to govern the pes 
ple in his room. 

4. While men continue 
virtuous, they are almoſt 
always ſucceſsful; and this 
was the caſe of Amaxiab, 
a prince, who, for a long 
ſeries of years, went on in 
performing good and great 
actions, bleſſing his people, 
and puniſhing their ene- 
mies: till turning aſide, 
like ſo many others of his 

H 3 anceſtors, 
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the object of Govp's wrath, 
being ſlain in a battle; nor 
was Uzziah his ſon at- 


for after having exerciſed 
the regal power for a ſhort 
Jeaſon, he died, of that 
ſhocking and loathſome 
diſcaſe, called leproſy, be- 
ing ſucceeded in the king- 
dom by Jotham, a man 
who though he neither en- 
tered the temple, nor re- 
ſtrained the people as he 
ſhould have done, yet was 
-nevertheleſs, on the ac- 
count of his other virtues 
greatly favoured by the di- 
vine power. 

Aa was tae next mo- 
narch who wore the crown 
:of Judah; but he in no 
. fort followed the ſteps of 
his predeceſſor, the ſon be- 
ing as profligate in every 
reſpect, as the father was 
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anceſtors, he alſo became | 


tended with a better fate; 
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virtuous. He ſeems indeed 
to have exerciſed his au- 
thority, only to make his 
people ſin, by which means 


he brought many diſaſters | 


upon himſelf and them ; 
Judah being not only ſpoil- 
ed in his reign, by the king 
of Syria, but a great num- 
ber of the people were al- 
ſo carried into captivity, 
by the Ifraelites, by whom 


they were afterwards Jet 
go, however, on account 


of their near relation ſhip. 


Nor did all thoſe misfor- 


tunes, in the leaſt, change 
the heart of the hardened 


; Jotham, who went on 'till 


his death, in an uninter- 
rupted courſe of vile ac- 
tions, till Gop, in pity to 
the poor Fes, took him 
away, and ſubſtituted the 
virtuous Hexeſiab in his 


ſtead... | 
$4; Now 


quickly reſtored, and every 


— 


5. Now the kingdom of 
Judah once more began 
to louriſh. The true wor- 
ſnip, ſo long aboliſhed, was 


thing under Heze#zah wore 
2 chearful and holy face; 
when Sennacherib king of 
Syria, came againſt him 
with a numerous army. 
Nor was 'Hezekiah' back- 
ward in preparing to op 

poſe him, but chiefly truſt- 
ed in the hand of Gop, 
which he aſſured the peo- 
ple would preſerve them. 
Nor were they flow to be- 
lieve this, in ſpite of ſeveral 
diſſuaſive and. threatening 
meſſages, ſent to them by 
king Sennacherib. So the 
great prophet Jaiab and 
the king praying to Gop 
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in the night-time, he ſent 


H 4 
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| an angel, totally to over- 


throw the 4/jrian army, 
which was obliged to re- 
turn from whence it came, 
with diſgrace and loſſes. 
And Hezekiah grew greit 


in riches. and honour, be- 


ing for grandeur and mag- 
nificence, another Salamom 
in Jeruſalem. Neither was 
he oppreſſed by Gop du- 
ring his whole life-time, 
though he once offended 


him in the time of a fit of 


ſickneſs. And Hezektiab 


died, being buried in the 


chief ſepulcbre, or tomb, 
belonging to the family of 
David. And all Juda, 
and the inhabitants of Fe- 
ruſalem, mourned for him. 
while Manaſſeb his ſon 
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4 ,CHAFPTIR XX. 
Contarning the pint hiſtory of the kingdoms of Fudah and Iſrarl, u 


. their captivity, with the rebuilding 


of the people from Babylon. 


l ISTORY informs 
us of no nation, that 

ever experienced ſuch fre- 
quent and viſible marks 
of God's favour and pro- 
tection, as the Few; 
nor have we indeed 
Any inſtance of a nation, 
which ſo ſenfibly felt the 
-marks of his reſentment : 
nor was this more than 
ſtrict juſtice, ſince when 
"they went aſtray, they had 
neither ignorance, . nor e- 
vil cuſtom, nor, in ſhort, 
any thing to plead in their 
own excuſe: yet did not 
op take an advantage of 
their wickedneſs, to cruſh 
them all at once; on the 
contrary, he gavethem ſuch 
frequent warnings, that if 


4 


of the temple, and the retum 


| they had not been as it 
were blinded by their fins, 
they might eaſily have 
ſhunned deſtruction; but 
though they ſaw their na- 
tion divided, though they 
ſaw their kings and peo- 
ple daily fall facrifices to 
their own unrighteouſneſs, 
they ſtill continued to go 


| on from: one degree of 


wickedneſs to another; 
"till the evil which had 
been ſo frequently denoun- 


| ced againſt them came; 


and as the 7ae/ites of the 
two, were rather greater 
offenders, than the people 
of Judah, Gop in his ju- 
ſtice, began with puniſhing 
them. 


; 


It 


— 


It was accordingly in 
the ſeventh year of Hoſea, 
king of Jfrael; that Shal- 
manezer, king of ria, 
came with a powerful ar 
my, and beſieged the capi- 
tal city of Samaria. As 
Gop had already deter- 
mined to deliver it into his 
hands, we may eaſily ima- 


gine, that any oppoſition | 


made by the people was 


in vain ; notwithſtanding | 


which, he permitted them 


to defend themſelves for 


three years, at the end 
of which term, Sha/mane- 
zer prevailed, and he car- 
ried away all the inhabi- 


tants of Samaria, captives ; 


diſperſing them about in 
the different cities of his 
dominions. 

Nor would the fate of 
Zudah have been long de- 
layed, for the ſucceſſors 
of the worthy prince Heze- 
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res 


tiab, whom you have al- 
ready heard of, were abo- 
minably wicked and idola- 
trous, had it not been for 
the excellent Jefab, ano- 
ther king of that country, 
who was a pious prince, re- 


markably virtuous in every 


reſpect, and gained the e- 
ſteem and favour of Gon, 
ſo as to ſtop his hand for 


ſome years; till being 


taken off in a battle, which 
through an over - abundant 
courage he had engaged 
in, and thoſe who reigned 
after him, being equally 


criminal with any of their 


forefathers, Gop no longer 
forbore to ſtrike. b 

It was accordingly in 
the wicked reign of Zede- 
kiah, that Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, came up 
againſt the city of Jeruſa- 
lem, which he burnt down 


to the ground, with the 
glorious 


— 
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which was built therein, 


and putting out the king's 


eyes, he made ilaves of 
every man, woman, and 
child, which had not pe- 


riſhed by the flames or the 


ſword. 

And fourſcore years did 
the children of Iſrael, re- 
main under the Babyloni/h 
captivity, mourning and 
ſuffering for their crimes; 
till Cyrus the great aſcend- 


ing the throne, their return 


at that period, which was 
foretold by the - prophet 
Feremiah, came to pals. 

For Cyrus was not only 
a great, but a good man, 
and having received great 


3 
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glorious temple of Solomon, 
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favours from the hand of 
Gop, he thought it was 


his duty to rebuild his 


temple, which by a viſion 
he learned to be fituated in 
Teruſalem, as in his beſt be- 
loved city. 

So king Cyrus ſent a 
number of the Hebrews 
into their native country, 
with all the neceſſary ma- 
terials for the work ; which 
being compleated in a 
few years after, another 
monarch being ſeated on 
the Perſian throne, the 
Tewiſh people returned 
from their ſlavery, and 


once more ſettled them- 


ſelves, in the Land of 


| Promiſe. 


CH 
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CHAPTER XXI. 
The hiflory of queer Efther, | 


HERE is nothing | 


I would fo earneſtly 
recommend to all my little 
female readers, next to 
that attention, which they 
ſnould pay to thoſe parts 
of holy ſcripture more im- 
mediately relative to the 


ſubject of religion, than a 
frequent peruſal of the de- 
lightful hiſtory of Efber. 


Ahaſuerus, one of the 
moſt powerful monarchs of 


the eaſt, having put away 


Vaßbti his queen, for her 
proud and contemptuous 
behaviour; this Jeu 
virgin was raiſed to his 
bed and throne, by the 
excellence of her beauty; 
but ſhe preſerved her ſta- 
tion there, by her humili 


lity, gratigude, and. diſcre 


tins © 1 


For Mordecai her father's 
nephew, being a captive 
taken at the time of the 
Babylonih invaſion, lived 
in the royal palace: now 
this Mordecai had not only 
been the inſtrument of pre- 
ferring Eber, but after the 
death of her father and 
mother, bred her up as his 
own child. The queen 
therefore was grateful for 
this; and though her kinſ- 
man was become her infe- 
rior, ſhe. ſtill continued 
to- treat him with the-ut- 
moſt - reſpect and defe- 
rence. | ib ei 

Moratcat's ſtation, was 
that of /izting in the king's 


gate: and it ſo happened, 


that he had one time the 
good fortune to get the 
| know- 
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knowledge of a conſpiracy 
that was hatching againit 
the life of Abaſuerus; this 
he diſcovered, and the 
traitors were hanged: how- 
ever, Moraecai's loyalty re- 
mained unrewarded, *till 
Haman, a proud and im- 
perious man, who had 
— . riſen in the king's 
avour, upon ſome diſre- 
ſpect, which he imagined 
this Jeuiſb ſlave ſhewed his 
perſon, determined not on- 
Iy to make away with him, 
but, for his ſake, to deftroy 
all that unhappy nation, 


numbers ſcattered up and 
down in the ſeveral pro- 
vinces. And he accord- 
ingly obtained the king's 
mandate, for putting this 
bloody purpoſe into exe- 
cution. 

This, as we may imagine, 


of which there were great 


ö 


chrew the poor FJeaus into 
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the utmoſt conſternation. 
But as for Mordecai, who 
knew from whence the evil 
ſprung, he abandoned him- 
ſelf to the moſt extreme 
ſorrow ; nor could queen 


| Efther by any means com. 


fort him, till hearing the 
cauſe of his diſtreſs, ſne 
herſelf became a partner 
in it. | 
And there was now, a 
very little time, 'till the 
final ſtroke was to be ſtruck, 
when the queen, by Mord:- 
cai's direction, threw her- 
ſelf at the king's feet, in- 
treating, that he with his 
favourite Haman, would 
honour her with their pre- 
ſence at-a banquet. And 
the king, in conſequence 
of her invitation, being 
come, he demanded what 
favour ſhe would require, 
but ſhe ſaid all her deſire, 
was, that he and Haman, 


would 


CHAP. XXI. The Childrens Bible. 


would viſit her again the 
next day. 

A mark of diſtinction 
like this, ſet that proud 
man, almoſt beſide him- 
ſelf ; but Mordecai, ſtill 
was a bar to his happineſs; 
and as he could not bear 
the ſight of him, he thought 
he might now venture to 
take him off, without any 
further ceremony; ſo he 
cauſed a gallows to be rai- 
ſed, on which he reſolved 
to hang him, as ſoon as he 
returned from the queen's 
next banquet, had not Gop 
given a turn to affairs, and 
cauſed the wicked Haman 
to periſh by that very in- 
ſtrument, which he pre- 
pared for the deſtruction of 
the innocent. 

King Abaſuerus, being 
reſtleſs in the night time, 
ordered the chronicle of 
his kingdom to be brought, 


3 


| 
| 


| 


and read to him ; now it 
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ſo fell out, that in this 


very book, Mordecai's diſ- 
covery of the treaſon be- 


fore- mentioned, was ſet 


| down; and Abaſuerus aſk- 


ing what reward he had re- 
ceived, was an{wered none; 


upon which calling Haman, 


he demanded, What frould 


be done unto the man, aubem 


the king delighted to honour. 


The favourite thinking that 


perſon could only be him 


ſelf, replied, that he ſhould 
be dreſſed in the roy al robes, 
crowned with the imperial 
diadem, and led thro' the 
ſtreet on the king's own 


horſe : then ſaid Abaſuerus, 


make haſte and do all this 


to Mordecai. So Haman 
burnt with envy and vexa - 
tion, while Morgecai trium- 


phed in the face of the 
whole kingdom. 


* 


} 


* 


* 


, 
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But this was not the only 
puniſhment which Haman 
was to receive for his vil- 
lainy ; for queen Efter af. 
terwards at the banquet, 
laying his wicked ſcheme 
n to the king, he was 
puniſnhed by death; and for 
a greater example, was 
hanged upon the gallows 
which he had deſigned for 
Mordecai. And the king 
took the ring from his 


 MONG. all the 
books written by 
Moſes, there is none more 
juſtly admired, than that 
of Job, which contains ſuch 
a. rare example of patience, 
and dependance on the will 
of Gov, as calls for all 
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decai, who was advanced 
to his enemy's poſt, ob- 
taining ſeveral privileges 
for his inſlaved country- 
men. And after this, EA- 
her lived a long and happy 
life, being a fit pattern for 
all her ſex, who ſhall be 
raiſed to any extraordinary 
ſtation, to ſhew them that 
grandeur is nothing with- 
out modeſty; or beauty 
without virtue. 


_ and gave it to Mor- 


Peoples imitation. 


CC: PTE XXII. 
The biftory of Job. 


Fob was a man of the 


land of Us, and for riches, 


happineſs, and virtue, there 
was none like him to be 
found any where. For he 
had eleven thouſand head 
of different ſorts of cattle; 


he had ten children; and. 
| Gop held him in parties 
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lar eſteem. Now the hoſt 


of heaven, at a ſtated 
ſeaſon appearing before 
the throne of Gop Ar- 
MIGHTY, the devil had the 
preſumption to thruſt him- 
ſelf in among them. And 
Gop pointed out 7 to 
him, as a perfect and up- 
right man, whom he could 
not pervert by all his temp- 
tation. But the devil ſaid, 


have Ke not bleft him 
* with every 
* well may ſerve you; but 
take away his ſubſtance, 
and inftead of bleſſing 
© him, aMi&t him, and he 
& ſhall eurſe you to your 
face.“ So Gop gave ſa- 
tan power to try Job, and 
the firſt thing this evil- = i- 
rit undertook, was to 

prive him of all his — 
which he did, by ſetting 


the Sal tans to kill his oxen, 


thing, he 
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{ ruins, 
only anſwered, naked I came 
is Job good for vought, ö 
and naked I fhall return 


HI 


and by ſending fire from 
the clouds, he conſumed 
his ſheep and ſervants; he 
afterwards brought the 
 Chaldeans, - who took his 
camels ard aſſes; and at 


laſt he blew down a houſe 


where his ſons and daugh- 
ters were feaſting, and they 
were all buried under the 
But to all this, Job 


out f my web s wornb, 


thither, the Lord giveth, 


and the Lord taketh away, 


* 


blefjed be the name of the 


Lord. 
So the devil appeared 


before God a ſecond time, 


and Gop again pointed out 
Fob as a good man, who 
ſtill held faſt his integrity; 
but the devil cried, a, 
© man's life is precious, | 


© and while that is ſafe,” 


hs 1 values not any thing, 
1 but 
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© now and afflict 70 ˙s bo- 
dy; he ſhall curſe you 
* to your face.' Then 
God gave the devil power 
to try Job farther. And 
this helliſh agent ſmote 
Jab with ſore boils, from 
the crown of his head, to 
the ſole of his foot; 70 
then ſet dowa in the aſhes, 
when his wife, enraged, bid 
him curſe God and die; but 
he replied, thou fpeateft like 
a fooliſh woman; ſhall aue 


receive good at the hand of 


God, and Hall we not re- 
ceive evil, But all this 
while 7ob ſinned not, only 
mourning with his friends, 
who hearing of his unfor- 
tunate change of life, came 
to viſit him. 

Now their ſeveral excel - 
lene diſcourſes, the moſt 
divine that ever were pen- 
ned, are noted at large in 
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but put forth your hand 


| 


| 


the Bible; but as in this 
place, I only pretend to 
give the hiſtory of a man 
ſo renowned for his pa- 
tience; 1 ſhall add nothing 
farther here, than that af- 
ter, as the ſevereſt trial of 
his virtue, he had been re- 
duced to the utmoſt pitch 
of human miſery, in which 
he ſtill retained his faith in 
God's mercy, and his de- 
pendence and ſubmiſſion 
to his divine will, he was, 
by the gracious Creator, 
reinſtated in/all his former 
poſſeſſions; nay he was 
made morerich and power- 
ful in every reſpec, than e- 
ver he was before; and after 
enjoying all worldly hap- 
pineſs, for a great number 
of years, he at laſt died, 
leaving behind him a nu- 
merous family, which he 
ſaw even to the fourth ge- 


neration. . 
CHAP. 
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5 AMIE 
The biftory of Daniel. 


ID: NIEL was a great 
prophet, during the 
time of the Jexu;/ capti- 
rity; the moſt remarkable 
parts of his life and actions, 
I ſhall therefore ſet down, 
2 find them written in that 
book of the holy ſcriptures, 
which is diftinguiſhed by 
his name. 

Nebuchadnezzar king of 
Babylon, having ſelected a 
tew particular young men 
of the FJeauicb nation, to 
be educated for his ſervice, 


among thoſe was Daniel; 


and the king ordered that 
they ſhould be fed with 
coſtly meats and rich wines, 
ſo as to look fair and 
chearful in his preſence; 
but Daniel and three of his 
companions, would not de- 


file themſelves with ſuch 


heatheniſh luxury, they 
therefore beſought their 
governor, that he would 
ſuffer them rather to feed 
on pulſe and water, and 
he through much intreaty 
conſenting, when they came 


before the king, notwith-- 


ſtanding their poor diet, 
they looked better than 
any of the other Hebrews, 
who had feaſted upon ſo 
many delicacies. boa 

Such was God's bounty 


to thoſe wiſe children, 
who were not beſotted to 


their bellies, or greedy of 


good things, as they are | 


very wrongfully called, 
than which a more io 
ked and beaſtly vice can- 
not be; beſides that, it 

. fills 
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Alls us with ill humours, 
both of body and mind, 
rendering us odious to Gov 
and man. 

Now king Mücke 
zar had a dream, which 
left a dread upon his mind, 
but the ſubſtance and mat- 
ter of it he had forgot: ſo 
he called all his magicians 
and wiſe men together, 
{people who pretended to 
"Interpret thoſe things) 
commanding them to tell 
him what his dream was, 
and the ſignification of it; 


dut they confeſſed their ina- 


bility to do any ſuch thing, 
if his majeſty would tel! 
them his dream, they ſaid 
they would interpret it; 
this inraged the king, he 
therefore ſent out his guards 


to kill and deſtroy all the | 
magicians in Babylon, which 


would have been inſtantly | 
Executed, had not Daniel | 
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interpoſed, and praying u 
God, who in the night. 
time, diſcovered the king 
dream to him, he preſented 
himſelf before Nebuchad. 
nexxar, giving a full ac 
count, and interpretation 


of it; which was ſo ſatis 


factory, that the king rai. 
ſed Daniel to be as great 2 
his three friends, Shedrach, 
Meſhach, and Abed-negs; 
who were rulers over pro- 
vinces. 

But who would depend 
upon the favour of a wicked 
prince ; ſome time after 
this, Nebuchadnezzar erec- 


ted a golden image, which 


he commanded all the peo- 
ple at a certain ſound f 
inſtruments, to fall down 

and worſhip. 
 Shadrach, Mefpach, and 
Abed-nego, only refuſed, 
which being carried to the 
king's ears, he ordered them 
(9 


to be caſt into a burning fiery 
furnace, bound together; 
gind theſe three men were 
taken; however, they told 
che king, they feared him 
not, for Gop would deli- 
on ver them out of his hands. 
He then. commanded in a 


ſhould be heated ſeven 


times, and that it ſhould 
be encompaſſed with the 
choiceſt of his troops, which 
were all conſumed by a 
violent eruption of the 
flames. So Shadrach, Me- 
Lach, and Abed nego, were 
thrown into the fire, bound 
J together ; and as it ſhould 
ſeem Nebuchadnezzar him- 
ſelf was by, for ſtarting 


after, that he ſaw three 
men walkiug in the midft 
of the furnace, with a 
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with them; then he came 
near, and called, Shadrach, 


. paſſion, that the furnace, 


times hotter than at other 


up, he cried immediately 


fourth like an angel, along 


re 


Me/hach, and Abed-nego, ye 
ſervants of the moſt high 
Gob, come forth. And 


the three Jews, came forth 


before all the people ; nor 
was a hair of their head 
ſinged, or even ſo- much 
as a ſmell of the fire upon 
their cloaths. Upon. this 
the king turned to.the ons, 
ly true and powerful Gop, 
and he exalted the men, 
whom Gov had ſo miracu- 
loufly preſerved, to a very 
high ftation. Notwith- 
ſtanding, he afterwards 


left his ways, till. being 
made ſenſible by a ſevere 
malady, the loſs of Ins 
ſenſes, in which he eat 


graſs like an ox; he re- 


pented again, and died a 


juſt and pious prince. 
Now he was ſucceeded 

by Be//azzar, who being 
L 2 at 
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at a feaſt once with his 
wives and princes, had the 
impiety, to order the veſ- 
ſels belonging to the temple 
of Feruſalem, which had 
been taken from thence 
by Nebuchadnezzar, to be 
brought for them to drink 
out of; but while he was 
2 this wicked 
act, he was ſtruck with 
a dreadful apparition of a 
and, which appeared o- 
ver againft him, writing 
ſomething on the wall, the 
words none of his counſel- 
lors could interpret, but 


Daniel told him the mean- 


ing of them was, that he 
ſhould loſe his kingdom, 
which that very night came 


| 
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to paſs; for Belſbaxxa- 
was ſlain, and Darius King 
of the Medes and Per fans 
ſeized on his throne. And 
this king was pleaſed high. 
ly to favour Daniel, till he 
having incurred his diſ. 


pleaſure, by praying to 


God, the king caſt him 


into a hon's den, where he 
remained a whole night, 
to the great inward dif. W 
quiet of Darius, who went 
the next morning, and 
there miraculouſly found 
him alive; ſo he honoured 
Daniel, who for many 
years hved the leading 
man of the kingdom; even 
to the reign of Cyrus ihe 
Great. 


End of the Old Teflament. 
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CHILDREN: 


DAS SDSS SSSSSSSSATISS HAS SS AAS SISHSS SS. 


Introductory Meditation, . A 


Pa 
72 HE N in my ſerious thoughts, ] begin to loot im ©] 


e ſelf, and confider auhat I am, I am preſently con- 


wvincea, that I am a reaſonable creature: fer was I no. Wy 


fo, it avould be impoſſible for me not only to Judge beteten 
right and wrong, things fit and unfit, but it would be 
impalſible for me even to think at all. | 

Now ſeeing that I can do all this; ſeeing that 1 cannot 
only meditate on what is preſent, but revolve in my mind 
things long paſt, that is to ſay, ſeeing, that I have not only 
reflection, but memory; beſides, that 7 am enabled to form © 
a judgment in ſome ſort of things, yet to come, I am ſure 
© — have a ſoul Gs this fleſhly body of mine, and 


N nr 
— 


4 
1 
4 
4 


* 
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that of a nature infinitely ſuperiour to what the beaſts are 
endued with, who mode indeed, and act, as well as giz 
Some feint marks of under/landing in a few particular 
circumſtances, but attempt to try them ever ſo little fur- 
ther, they are as abſolutely irrational as wood, or fone, 
Sewing an utter incapacity either of hooking into themſelves, 
or of forming ideas from the objects about them. So that it is 
plain, their foul muſt be entirely dependent on their bodies, 
and ef one piece with them, whereas my ſoul is evidently 
a diſtinct part, being perfect, and powerful of itſelf, with- 
out any other aſſiſtance. 

And indeed, was there no other argument in the world, 
fo convince me of the Spiritual nature of my foul, this alone 
would do it, that I can in my own imagination, mount in a 
moment from earth to heaven; fly from one corner of the 
evorld to the other ; and tow with a thought, return to 
myſelf again: yet was I to attempt to do this with my 
body, I Gould find it impradicable. 

But what is this ſoul of mine which is ſo ninble in it's 
motion? Why it is the ſpirit, which gives life, ſenſe, and 
motion to all the members of my body, it is that, which 
enables my eyes to ſee ; my ears to hear ; my hands to feel; 
and my feet to walk; and this I con nk a doubt of, be- 
cauſe I ſee when the heb is once deprived of the ſoul, that 
it loſes all power to perform theſe things, being. drad, and 
20. mare able to fee, hear, feel, or ftir, than @ marble flatue, 
* des when I am about to perform any action, do 1 nos 


1 0 ; Vn 


L- 
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frft defign it in my mind; can I read or aurite, without 
thinking at the ſame time of what I am about ? Certainly 
I cannot, which ſhews me, that, properly ſpeaking, my foul, 
is myſelf ; and this body only a neceſſary caſe for it to a 
in, during it's ſtay in this world; which being corrupted 
and turned to it's original duſt, my foul, <vhich is à pure 
ſpiritual ſubflance, infuſed into me by God, ſhall return 


from avhence it came, to continue for ever, either in a ſtate 


of happineſs or miſery, in another life. 

How much then, does it concern me ſeriouſly to bethink 
myſelf, wwhere I had beſt to lead this everlaſiing life, in the 
heavenly manſions of eternal glory, or inthe dreadful dungeon 
of hell: . Betwixt theſe there is no compariſon, and therefore, , 
1 ſhall not put it to the queſtion, which place to chuſe to 
live in. But without giving the other that honour, ta 
diſpute the preference with it; I this morning, with the 
leave of the moſt high God, do chuſe the kingdom of heaven, © 
to be the lot of my inheritance, the only ſeal of bliſs and 
glory, for my ſoul, to reſt and dwell in, to all eternity. 

But heawven, they ſay, is a place hard to come at; what 
therefore muſt I de? Why, I muſt either reſolve to make it 
my whole buſineſs to get to heaven, or elſe I muſt never ex- 
pect to go there. I reſolve then, in the preſence of Almighty 
God, that from this day forward, I will make it my 
avhole buſineſs here upon earth, to lock after my happineſs 
in heaven ; and to walk circumſpectiy in thoſe bleſſed paths, 

| I 4 | awhith 
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<vhich God hath appointed all to walk in, that ever bop 


to come to him. 

Now there are in this affair, two things eſpecially ne. 
eefſary, faith and obedience, or, in other words, to belieœt, P 
and live right. So that it as much behoves me, to hat 
my faith in the fundamentals of religion rightly confirmed, 
as to have my obedience exatly conformable to the law 
of God. The firſt thing therefore, that by the grace of 
God I am reſolved to do, is to fee my faith, that it be both i 
rightly placed and fixed firmly; fo that 1 may be thoroughly 
Settled in the judgment and knowledge of . hoſe points, my 
agreement to which, is abſolutely neceſſary for my future 
fateation. Let therefore what times ſcever ceme upon me; 
let what temptations foever be thrown in My Way, I am IJ 
determined, by the grace of Goa, fledfaftly to believe as 
Felloxreth. | | 42 a 


E 
T H E 


PRINCIPLES 


OF THE 


Chriſtian 
Queſtion. | 
HAT fure ground 


bade we to build our 


religion upon ? 

Anſwer. The word of 
Gop, contained in the 
{criptures. 

Q. What is the firft Eier 
of religion, you are to learn 
out of God's word? 

A. The nature of God. 

Q. What is Gad. 

A. God is a Spirit, moſt 
perfect, moſt wiſe, Al- 
mighty and moſt holy, 


{ 


theſe perſons ? 


Religion. 


Q. What mean you by 
calling God à Spirit? 


A. That God hath no” 


body at all, and therefore 
muſt not be thought to be 
like unto any thing, which 
may be ſeen by the eye of 
man. 
Are there any more 
Gods Than one ? | 
A. No: there is * 
one God: though in that 


one Godhead, there be 


three perſons. | 
Q. Which is the firft of - 


| 4. The 


= 
, 4% 
. 


A. The Father, who 
begetteth the Son. | 

Q. Which is the ſecond? 

A. The Son, begotten 
of the Father. 

Q. Which is the third? 

A. The Holy Ghoſt, 
proceeding from the Fa- 
ther and the Son. | 

Q Which are the princi- 

al creatures ? | 
A. Angels and men. 

Q. What is the nature 
of angels ? | 
A. They are wholly ſpi- 
ritual, having no body at 
a. 


Q. What is the nature 
of Man ? 

A. Man conſiſteth of 
two diverſe parts ; a body 
and a ſoul. 

Q. What is the bady ? 

A. The outward and 
earthly part of man; made 
at the beginning of the 
duſt of the earth. | 
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. What is the foul? f 
7 The inward and ſpi- I 
ritual part of man; which 
1s 1mmortal, and never 0 
can die. 

Q. How did God male , 
man at the beginning? N 

A. According to his own hol 
likeneſs and image. C 

Q Wherein was the 
image of God principally 


feen H 4A 


A. In the perfection of 
the underſtanding ; and the 
freedom and holineſs of Q 
the will. | 

Q. How many of man- 


kind were created at tht 4 


beginning? 

A. Two; Adam the man, 
and Ewe the woman: from 
both whom, all mankind 
did afterward proceed. 
Q What befel unto thi 
Angels after their creation? 

A. Some continued ir 
that holy eſtate wherein 


ther 
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were created, ſome 


they 
of them fell, and became 
devils. 

May the good Angels 
fa?! hereafter ? 


A. No: but they ſhall 
always continue in their 
holineſs and happineſs. 

Q. Shall the wicked An 
gels ever recover their firſt 
efrate ? 

A. They ſhall not: but 
be tormented in hell world 
without end. 

Q. How did Ged deal 
with man, after he made 
bim? 

A. He made a covenant 
or agreement with Adam, 
and in him with all man- 
OE PT 

Q. V bat was man bound 
to do by this covenant ? 

4, To continue as holy, 
as God at the firſt made 
him; to keep all God's 
commandments, and ne- 


ö 


— 


F : 
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ver to break. any of 
them. 

Q What Ai God pro- 
miſe unto man, if he did 
thus keep his commandments ? 

4. The continuance of 
his favour and everlaſting 
life. 

Q. hat didGodthreaten 
unto man, if he did ſin and 
break his commandments ? 

4. His* dreadful] curſe, 
and everlaſting death. 

Did man continue in 
that obedience which he did 
owe unto God? 

A. No. For Auam and 
Eve, obeying rather — 
perſuaſion of the devil, 
than the commandment of 


| God, did eat of the for- 


bidden fruit, and ſo fell a- 
way from God. 

Q. Was this the fin of 
Adam and Eve alone; or 
are we * guilty of the 


fame ? 


4. All 
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A. All we, that are their | 


children, are guilty of the 
ſame fin: for we all ſin- 
ned in them. 

Q. What are the fruits 
that proceed from this natu- 
ral corruption ? 

Actual fins : where- 
by we break the command- 
ments of God in the whole 
courſe of our life. | 

Q. How do we thus 
break God's commandments ? 

A. In thought, word, 
and deed: not doing that 
which we ought to do, and 
doing that which we ought 
not to do. 

Q. What puniſhment 75 
mankind ſubjet? unto, by 
reaſon of original and actual 

15 

A. He is ſubject to 
all the plagues * God 
in this life; and endleſs 
torments in hell after this 
life. 


Q. Did God leave man in 
this woful eſtate? 

A. No: but of his free 
and unreſerved mercy, en- 


tred into a new covenant 


with mankind. 

Q. What is offered un- 
to man in this new cove 
nant ? 

A. Grace and life ever. 
laſting, is freely offered by 
God, unto all that ſhall be 
made partakers of his Son 
Jeſus Chrift ; who alone i: 
mediator betwixt God and 
man. 

. What are you to con- 
2 ter in Chriſt the mediatar 
of this covenant ? + 

A. Two things : his 2a- 
ture, and his office. 

. How many natures bt 
Raf in Chriſt ? 

A. Two: the Godhead 
and the manhood, joined 
together in one perſon; 
which is no other but the 


lecond 
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ſecond perſon of the Tri- 


nity. — 
Q. What is the office of 
s free Chrift ? 
„ en.] A. To be a mediator 


| betwixt God and Man. 

Q. What was required 
"of Chrift for making peace 
"Bond reconciliation betwixt 

God and Man ? 

4. That he ſhould ſatis- 
JE fv the firſt covenant where 
unto man was tied. 

Q. Wherein wes Chrift 
to make ſatisfaction to the 
firſt covenant ? . | 

A. In performing that 
righteouſneſs which the 
law of God did require of 
man : and in bearing the 
puniſhment which was due 
unto man, for breaking of 
the ſame law. 

Q. How did Chriſt per- 
orm thatrighteouſneſs, hich! 
God's [aw requireth of 
ran? | 


con- 
att 


8 210+ 


res bt 


1ead, 
YIIned 
ſon; 
the 


cond 


125 


A. In that he was con- 
ceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
without all ſpot of origi- 
nal corruption; and lived 
moſt holy all the days of 
his life, without all actual 
ſin. | 

Q How did he bear the 
puniſhment, which was due 
unto man, for breaking God's 
law ? 

A. In that he willingly 
for man's ſake, made him- 
ſelf ſubject to the curſe of 
the law, both in body and 
ſoul : and viubling) him- 
ſelf even unto the death, 
offered up unto his Father, 
a perfect ſacrifice for the 
ſingof the world. | 

. What is required of 
man, "for obtaining the bene- 
fits of the goſpel © 

A. That hereceive Chriſt 
Jeſus, whom God doth 
"I offer unto him. | 


.W By 
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Q. By what means are 


you to receive Chriſt ? | 

A. By faith, whereby I 
believe the gracious pro- 
miſes of the goſpel. 

Q What is the firft main 
benefit which ave do get by 
thus receiving Chriſt ? 

A. Juſtification, where- 
by, in Chriſt we receive the 
forgiveneſs of our fins, and 


are accounted - righteous : | 


being by that means, freed 
from the guilt of ſin and 
condemnation, and eſtated 
in a new intereſt, unto ever- 
laſting life. 

Q. What ts repentance ? 

A. Repentance is a pift 
of God, whereby a gogly 
forrow is wrought in the 


heart of the faithful, for | 


offending God their mer- 
ciful father, by their for- 
mer tranſgreſſions ; toge- 
ther with a reſolution for 


the time to come, to for- 


* 


and he only. 


| ſake their former courſes, 


and to lead a new life. 
Q_ What are the chief 


parts of God's law ? 


A. That we love the 
Lord our God, with all 
our heart, with all our 
ſoul, and with all our 
mind. e | 

Q. How many command. 
ments belong to this table ? 

A. Four. 


Q. Which is the firſt com- 


mandment ? 
A. I am the Lord thy 
God, which have brought 


thee out of the land of 


Egypt, out of the houſe of 
bondage. 'Thou ſhalt have 
no others gods before me. 
Q. What duty is enjoined 
in this commandment ? 

A. That in all the in- 
ward powers and faculties 
of our ſouls, the true eter- 


nal God be enter tained, 
Q Which 
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Q. Which is the ſecond 
commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not make 
unto thee any graven 
image. | 

Q. What duty is enjoined 
in this commandment ? 

A. That all outward 
means of religious and 
ſolemn worſhip be given 
unto the ſame,God alone ; 
and not ſo much as the 


leaſt degree thereof (even 


the bowing of the body) 
be communicated to any 
image or repreſentation 
either of God, or of any 
thing elſe whatſoever. 

Q. Which is the third 
commandment ? 

4. Thou ſhalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy 
God in vain : for the Lord 
will not hold him guiltleſs 
that takes his name in vain. 

Q. What is enjoined in 


this commandment ? 


— WM 


A. 'That in the ordinary 
courſe of our lives, we uſe 
the name of God, (that is, 
his titles, words, works, 
judgments, and whatſoever 
he would have himſelf 
| known by) with reverence 
and all holy reſpect; that 
in all things he may have 
his due glory given unto 


Q. W. hich is the fourth 
commandment £ | 

A. Remember the ſab- 
bath day, to keep it holy, 
&C. „ 

Q. What doth this com- 
mandment require? 
Js. That we keep holy 
the ſabbath- day; by reſting 
from the ordinary buſineſſes 
of this life, and beſtowing 
that leiſure upon the ex- 
erciſes of religion, both 
publick and private. 

Q. What is the ſum of 
the ſecond part of God s law ? 


_— 


A. That 


A. That we love our 

neighbours as ourſelves, 

. What commandments 
belong to this table ? 

A. The fix laſt. 

Q. Which is the fifth 
commandment ? 

A. Honour tIfy father 
and thy mother, that thy 
days may be long in the 
land which the Lord thy 
God giveth thee. | 

Q. What kind of duties 
are preſcribed in this com- 
manament, which is the firſt 
of the ſecand table? 

A. Such duties as are to 
be performed with a ſpecial 
reſpect of ſuperiors, infe- 
riors, and equals : as name- 
ly, reverence to all ſupe- 
riors, obedience to ſuch of 
them as are in authority; 
and whatſoever ſpecial du- 
ties concern the huſband 
and wife, parents and 
children, maſters and ſer- 
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vants, magiſtrate and peo- 


ple, paſtors and flock, and 


ſuch like. 

Q. Which is the fab þ 
commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not kill. 

Q. What dath this com- 
mandment enjoin? 

A. The preſervation of 
the ſafety of mens perſons, 
with all means tending to 


the ſame. 


Q. Which is the ſeventh 
commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not com- 
mit adultery, ' 

Q. What is required in 


this commandment ? 


A. The preſervation of 
the chaſtity of mens per- 
ſons: for the keeping 


whereof, wedlock is com- 
manded unto them that 
ſtand in need thereof. 

Q. Which is the eighth 
commandment ? 


A. T hou ſhalt not ſteal. 


Q. bat. 
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peo- Q. What things are or- 
and fered in this commandment ? 
A. Whatſoever concer- 
neth the goods of this life; 
in regard either of our- 
ſelves, or of our neigh- 
mn bours. : 0 
Q. Hoco in regard of 
| of ourſelves ? ; 
NS, . That we labour dili- 
to Foently in an honeſt and 


222 


profitable calling; content 


2th Nourſelves with the goods 
well gotten, and with libe 

me Frality em ploy them to good 

. Buſes. 

7 Q. How in regard of our 

c nmighbours ? 

is 4. That we uſe juſt 

dealing unto them in this 

'S reſpect, and uſe all good 

1- means that may tend to 

at ¶ the furtherance of their 

n eſtate. 

Q. Which is the ninth 


commandment ? 


. A. Thou ſhalt not bear 


falſe witneſs againſt thy 
neighbour. 

Q. What doth this com- 
mandment require ? 

A. The uſing of truth. 
in our dealing one with 
another ; eſpecially to the 
preſervation of the good 
name of our neighbours, 

Q. Which is the tenth 
and laſt commandment ? 

A. Thou ſhalt not covet 
thy neighbours houſe, thou 
ſhalt not covet thy neigh- 
bours wife, nor his man» 
ſervant, nor his maid-ſer- 
vant, nor his ox, nor his 
aſs, nor any thing that is 
thy neighbours. 

Q. What aoth this com- 
manament contain ? 

A. It condemneth all wan- _ 
dring thoughts, that diſ- 
agree from the love which 
we owe unto our neigh- 
bours ; although we never 
PRE conſent thereunto. 


K Qa 


Q. What means doth God 


goſpel unto men, and to work 
and increaſe his graces in 
them ? 

4. The outward mini- 
ſtry of the goſpel. 


Q. Where is this miniſtry | 


executed ? 


4. Intheviſible churches | 


of Chriſt. 

Q. What do you call. a 
i/ible church? 

A. A company of men 
that live under the outward 
means of ſalvation. 


Q: FYhat are the princi- 
pal parts of this miniſiry ? 
A. The adminiſtration 
of the word and ſacraments. 
Q. at is the word? 
A. That part of the 
eutward miniftry, which 
eonſiſteth in the delivery of 
doarine. 3 
Q. What is a ſacrament ? 


A. A ſacrament is a 


whble ſign, ordained by |. 
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' God to be a ſeal for con. 
uſe to offer the benefits of the | 


* 


of the goſpel unto the due 
receivers thereof. 


ments ordained by Chrift in 


| 


firmation of the promiſes 


Q. Which are the ſacra. 


the new Teſtament ? 
A. Baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper. 
Q. What is baptiſm ? 
A. The ſacrament of 
our admiſhon into the 
Church ; ſealing unto us 


our new birth, by the 


communion which we have 
with Chrift Jeſus. 

Q. What doth the element 
of water in baptiſm repre- 
ſent unto us? 

4. The blood and ſpirit 
of Jeſus Chrift our Lord, 

Q. What doth the clean- 
ing of the body repreſent. - 

A. The cleanſing of the 
ſoul by the forgiveneſs of 
fins and imputation of- 


righteouſneſs, 2 
Q ba: 


Q. 


under 
freting 
1 reſent 


A. 
Dy t 
death 
mto ! 
his re 

Q. 
duppe 

A. 


our 
Chu) 
our 
and 
Chr. 
of b 
Lore 
to 2 


/ 
of | 


Con. 


miſes 
> due 


zcra. 
A in 


the 
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i hat doth the being 
— þ by our Saviour was broken 


under the water, and the 


freeing from it again, re- 


preſent? 

A. Our dying unto ſin, 
by the force of Chriſt's 
death ; and living again 
into righteouſneſs, through 
his reſurrection. 

Q. What is the Lord's 
Supper ? 


A, The ſacrament of £ 


our preſervation in the 


Church; ſealing unto us 


our ſpiritual nouriſhment 
and continual increaſe in 
Chriſt, 

Q. What do the elements 
of bread and wine in the 
Lord's Supper, repreſent un- 
to us g 

A. The body and blood 
of Chrift. 

Q. What doth the "EY 
ing of the bread, and pour- 
ing out the wine repre- 
fext .P. 


+ 
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A. The ſufferings where 


for our. iniquities; the 
ſhedding of his precious 
-blood, and pouring out of: 
his ſoul unto death: | 
Q. What doth the re- 


| ceiwing of tbe bread and 


-wine repreſent ?- 

A. The receiving of 
| Chrift by faith. 

Q. After the courſe of © 
"this life is ended; what fhall* 
be the flate of man in the- 
eworld to come? 

A. Every one is to be: 
judged, and rewarded ac- 


| cording to the life which 


he hath led. 

Q. What is the. abe 

the foul of man, as ſoon a 

he departeth out of - this 

Life; 

A. The ſouls of God's 

children are preſently re- 

ceived into heaven, there 

to enjoy unſpeakable com- 
"2 forts : : 
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forts: the ſouls of the 
wicked are ſent into hell, 
there to endure endleſs tor- 
ments. 

bat call you the 
general judement ? 

A. That which Chriſt 
Wall i in a ſolemn manner, | 
give upon all men at once; 
when he ſhall come at the 
laſt day with the glory of 
his Father, and all men, ! 
that ever have been from 
the beginning of the world | 
until that day, ſhall ap- 
pear together before him, 
both in body and foul, 
whether they be quick or 
dead. 

1. How Shall the Jad 
appear before the judgment- 
feat of Chrift ? 

A. The bodies which 
they had in their life-time, 
ſhall, by the almighty 

power of God, be reſtored | 


again, and quickened with 
their ſouls: and ſo there 
ſhall be a general reſurrec- 
from the dead. 

Q. How hall the quick 
e ? 

A. Such as then remain 
alive, ſhall be changed in 
the twinkling of an eye; 
which ſhall be to them in- 
ſtead of death. 

Q. What ſentence Fall 
Chriſt pronounce upon the 
righteous ? 

A. Come ye bleſſed of 
my Father; inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the 
world. 

Q What ſentence ſhall 
he pronounce upon the wice- 
led? | 

A. Depart from me ye 
curſed, into everlaſting fire ; 
which is prepared for the 
devil and his angels. 


An 
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H OW glorious is our heavenly King, 
Who reigns above the ſky! 


How ſhall a child preſume to ike 
His dreadful Majeſty : Pr 


II. 
How great his Power is none can tell, 
Nor think how large his Grace; 
Nor man below, nor ſaints that dwell, 
On high before his face. 


III. 
Not angels that ſtand round the INTER 
Can ſearch his ſecret will; 


But they perform his heavenly word, 


And ſing his praiſes ſtill. 
IV. 
Then let me join this holy train 
And my firſt off rings bring; 
The eternal Gop, will not diſdain, 
To hear an infant ſing. 


V. 
My heart reſolves, my tongue obeys, 
And angels ſhall rejoice ; 
To hear their gy Maker's praiſe, 
Sound from a feeble voice, 


K 3 ANOTHER, 


1 134 ] 


A NO THEE 


APPY*s the child whoſe youngeſt years 


Receive inſtructions well: 
Who hates the ſinners path, and fears 
The road that leads to hell. 


When we devote our youth to God, 
*Tis pleaſing in his eyes: 

A flower, when offer'd in the bud, 

ls no vain ſacrifice. 


* eaſier work if we begin 

To fear the Lord betimes; 
| "While finners that grow old in fin 
Are harden'd in their crimes, | 


Twill fave us from a thouſand ſnares 
To mind religion young : 

Grace will preſerve our following years, 
And make our virtue ſtrong, 


To thee, AL MIGHTY Gop, to thee, 
Our childhood we reſign : 

*Twill pleaſe us to look back and ſee 
That our whole lives were thine, 


Let the ſweet work of prayer and praiſe, 
.: Employ my youngeſt breath; 
Thus I'm prepar'd for longer days, 
Or fit: for early death, 


1 


A 


EXHOR TATION. 


| mh good Child. 


E all defire the 

bleſſing of Gov, 
that is to ſay, we all deſire 
long-life, health, friends, 
fortune, and every other 
thing neceſſary, to render 
this world convenient and 
agreeable; which can on- 
ly be acquired by that 
means. But how are we 


to gain his bleſſing ? Why, 


he has told us himſelf : 

Aſe, and ye ſhall receive ; 
ſeek, and ye fall find; 
knock, and it ſhall be opened 
unto you In other words, 
only pray to the giver of all 
good things, with your whole 
hearts, and he will undoubt- 


N 


edly grant whatever you de- 

fire, unleſs in his great 
wiſdom, he ſhould know 
it for your diſadvantage ; 
and ſhall we not comply 
with this eaſy command, 
ſurely if that alone were 
ſufficient, we ſhould be 5 
upon our knees to the Al 
mighty Creator, every hour 
in the day. 


But we muſt not decals | 1 
ourſelves neither: prayer, 
as it is one of the moſt ne- 


ceſſary, ſo it is one of the 
moſt ſacred things, and 
ſhould never be gone a- 
bout in a trifling or inat- 


tentive manner; what ſig- 


K 4 nifies 


to aſk a favour of them, 
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nifies hurrying over a ſet 

of words, which we have | 
learned by rote: or can 
we be ſo fooliſh as to ima- 
gine that by doing ſo, we 
ſhould gain the love of 
God; on the contrary, ſuch 
petitions will rather make 
him angry with us, fince 
they be an affront to his 
Divine power; and only 
let us conſider with our- 
ſelves if we apply to our 
parents or tutors, on any 
indifferent occaſion, but 
much more when we come 


will we not ſpeak with 

reſpect, and modeſty; how 

then ſhall we preſume to 

addreſs God in a different 

ſtile, he who made us, and 

.and can ſtrike us dead in 

an inſtant. 

It is not meerly ſaying 
our prayers therefore, but 
the devotion with which | 


An Exbortation. 


Heaven, we ſhould pray in 


we ſay them, that is acceꝶ 
table to God; and for th 


reaſon whenever we g0 ti 


our knees, it ſhould be wit 


ſuch calmneſs and reve 
rence, calling our thought 
together, and making ou 
minds, as humble as our 
poſture: in a word, with 
our hands cloſed together, 
and our eyes, but above 
all our hearts,. intent upon 


a ſlow and diſtin& voice, 
nor, 'till we riſe, ſhould 
we ſuffer any object to 


engage us, fave that one, 


which we ought always to 
regard as, the witneſs of 
every thing we ſay and do, 
God the eternal judge, 
and overſeer of mankind. 
Our bleſſed Lord and 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in a | 


moſt particular manner re- 


.commended this ſort of 


prayer to his diſciples. 
Alſo 
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Alſo ſetting them an ex- 
ample, by frequently and 
fervently praying himſelf ; 


it is the duty of all Chri- 


ſtians therefore, to ſpend 
ſome time of every day, in 
thus holy exerciſing, be- 
ſeeching, and give thanks, 
but particularly every mor- 
ning, and every evening 
of our lives; when we get 
up, and when we lie down, 
this 1s a duty ſo incumbent 
upon us, that no worldly 
buſineſs, can excuſe the 
omiſſion of it. 

And becauſe a ſet form 


An Exhortation, 


„ 
ſpects preferable to any 
thing we can offer imme- 
diately from ourſelves, 1 
have here (in order alſo to 
full a former promiſe) pro- 
vided one for you. At the 
ſame time, hoping that you 
will not ſuffer my care to 
be fruitleſs, but by ſaying 
what 1s preſcribed. on the 
| ſeveral occaſions, with a 
pure heart, and humble 
voice, render yourſelvesac- 
ceptable petitioners at the 
throne of grace, as well as 
receivers of thoſe benefits 


of prayer, is in many re- 


which they are intended 
to procure. | 


SE ISS SSISS$SISI SSIS SIS SÞSÞSSÞÞS$Þ 
“Morning Prayer. 


LMIGHTY and 

moſt merciful Father, 
accept, I beſeech you, of 
my moſt humble thanks, 
for the ſweet and whole- - 


ſome ſleep, with which you 
have bleſſed me this night ; 
as well as for your great 
goodneſs, in that now you 
have vouchſafed to raiſeme 
| from 
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from my bed in health. 
And it is my moſt earneſt 
prayer, that you would not 
only condeſcend to guide 
my ſteps through this day, 
but through every day of 
my future life; ſo as that 
I may always act according 
to your holy will and com- 
mandments; keep, I beſeech 
you, my tongue from lying, 
and every evil word, my 


Prayers. 


thoughts from wandering ; 
and grant me all thoſe 
things for my advantages, 
which my own youth and 
inexperience render me in- 
capable of aſking, for the 
ſake of thy only begotten 
Son our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt, who once 
condeſcended to be a.child 
as I am. Amen. 


| 


Another. 


LESSED be thy ho- 

ly name, O gracious 
God, for the protection I 
have received from thyhand 
this night paſt, and for thy 
continual care and preſerva- 
tion of me hitherto. Be plea· 
ſedto continue me ſtillunder 
thy watchful providence, 
that no evil may befal me 
this day; and grant me 


tions to ſin, that I may do 
nothing that 1s contrary to 
thy moſt holy command- 
ments : but that as I grow 
in years, ſo I may grow in 
good learning and grace, 
to the glory of thy heavenly 
Majeſty, and the ſalvation 
of my immortal ſoul ; 
through Jeſus Chriſt, our 
only Saviour and Redee- 
mer. Amen, 


grace to avoid all tempta- | 


An 


Prayers. 
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An Evening Prayer. 


TERNAL and mer- 
ciful God, look upon 

me thy young and as yet 
innocent ſervant, with an 
eye of tenderneſs and com- 
paſſion; and as you have, 
in thy good providence, 


thought proper to bring me 


ſafely through all the perils 
of the paſt day, ſo I moſt 
humbly implore, that you 
will defend me from the 
dangers of the following 
night. Watch over me, 


beſeech thee, with thy 
moſt holy Spirit, near which 


no wicked thing dare to 
come. Vou that are a pro- 
tector to the lambs, and 


guard the little birds in 


their neſts. Bleſs me, I 
beſeech you, with a ſound 
and refreſhing ſleep; and 
as you called forth light 
from darkneſs, ſo wake 
me again, to repeat my 
prayers and thankſgivings 
to thy Divine Power; in 
the name and mediation 
of him, who liveth and 
reignet with thee for 
evermore. Amen. 


* Another. 75% 


Lord God Almighty, 
who, by thy provident 
care, haſt ſafely brought 
me to the concluſion of this 
day ; I offer thee the tri- 
bute of my hambleſt thanks 


and praiſe, for that and all 


mitted againſt thee 


thy mercies from time to 


time conferred upon me; 


be pleaſed, O gracious Fa- 
ther, to protect me this 
night from all harm. 
Pardon the fins I have com- 
this 
day. 
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day, whether in thought, 
word, or deed; and blot 
out all my tranſgreſſions, 
through the blood of the 
holy ſeſus; endue me with 
thy heavenly grace, that I 
may live godly, and ſoberly 
in this world; bleſs my 
parents, my friends, my 
relations, and thoſe that 


Prayers. 


have the care of my educa- 
tion, that by their prudent 
means, I may daily in- 
creaſe in learning and good 
manners, as I advance in 
years, to the glory of thy 
divine Majeſty, through 
Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 


Amen. 


The Lord's Prayer. 


| UR Father which 

art in Heaven; hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will 
be done in earth, as it is 
in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our treſpaſſes, 


as we forgive them that 
that treſpaſs againſt us. And 
lead us not into temptation; 


But deliver us from evil; 


For thine 1s the kingdom, 
And the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen, 


4 Prayer for Father and Mother. 

gave us being, to cheriſh 

and obey them in all things. 

Bleſs, I beſeech you, my 

dear honoured father and 

mother, (this may be varied, 
as 


| H moft Divine Crea- 


| tor, Father and Lord 
of heaven and earth ! who 
hath commanded us to 
love and honour thoſe who 


Prayers. 


as occaſion requires) preſerve 
their health, increaſe their 
ſubſtance, and accept of 
their devotions ; grant them 
a leng life, to be a mutual 
comfort to each other, and 
that I may always behave 


| 
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myſelf, in a dutiful and 
affectionate manner to- 
wards them, ſo as to merit 
their affection, and your 
favour, for the ſake of thy 
only Son, Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amen. | 


A Prayer fer Relations in general. 


H God! who for the 
ſake of thy ſervant 
Abraham, didſt counte- 
nance and protect all his 


family, bleſs, I beſeech you, 


my relations and friends, 


but in particular, ¶ gere the 
ſeveral degrees of kindred 
may be named ) endow them 
with health and plenty, but 


The 

Believe in God the Fa- 
ther Almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth : and 
in Jeſus Chriſt his only Son 
our Lord, who was con- 


caved by the Holy Ghoſt, 


| 


above all, with the grace 
of thy holy Spirit, ſo as 
that when they are at Jaft 


ſummoned to appear before 


your great tribunal, they 
may go with a reſigned 
will, and a perfect hope in 
thy divine mercy, through 
the merits of Jeſus Ohriſt 

our Lord. Amen. 


CREED. 


born of the Virgin Mary, 
ſuffered under Pontius Pi- 
late, was crucified, dead, 
and buried, he deſcended 
into hell, the third day he 


roſe again from the dead, 


he 


— En 2 — — . K * 
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under the earth. 
' ſhalt not bow down to 


142 
he afcended into heaven, 
and fitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father 
Almighty : from thence he 
ſhall come to judge * 
quick and the dead. 

believe in che Holy Ghoſt, 


4 


Prayers. 
the Holy CatholickChurch,. 


the Communion of Saints, 


the forgiveneſs of ſins, the- 


reſurrection of the body, 
and the life 9 
Amen. 


The ten Commandments; . 


J. HO U ſhalt have 
none other gods 
but me. 

II. Thou ſhalt not makes 
to thy ſelf any graven 
image, nor the likeneſs of 
any thing that is in heaven 
above; or in the earth be- 
neath, or in the water 
Thou 


them, nor worſhip them. 


For I the Lord thy God 


am a jealous God, and 
viſit the ſins of the fathers 
upon the children, unto the 
third and fourth generation 
of them. that. hate me, 


and ſhew mercy unto thou- 
ſands in them that love 
me and keep my com- 
mandments. 

III. Thou ſhalt not take 
the name of the Lord thy 


God in vain : for the Lord: 
will not hold him guiltleſs 
that taketh his name in 


vain. | 
IV. Remember that thou 
keep holy the ſabbath- 
day, fix days ſhalt thou la- 
bour, and do all that thou 
haſt to do; but the ſeventh 
day is the ſabbath of the 
Lord thy God. In it thou 
* do manner of work, 
thou 


Prayers. 
thou, and thy ſon, and | 


thy daughter, thy man- 


ſervant, and thy maid-ſer- 


yant, thy cattle, and the 


gates. For in ſix days the 
Lord made heaven and 
earth, the ſea, and all that 
in them is, and reſted the 
ſeventh day; wherefore the 
Lord bleſſed the ſeventh 
day, and hallowed it. 

V. Honour thy father 
and mother, that thy days 
may be long in the land, 
which the Lord thy God 


| 
ſtranger that is within thy | 


giveth thee. | 
$ Lord God Al- 

mighty, who is alike 
the diſpenſer of ſickneſs 
and health, who is the 
author of life and death, 
who brought me out of 
my mother's womb, and 


mall again ſpeak me into 


A Prayer 
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VI. Thou ſhalt do no 
murther. 

VII. Thou ſhalt not com- 
mit adultery. 

VIII. Thou ſhalt not 
ſteal. | 

IX. Thou ſhalt not bear 
falſe witneſs againſt thy 
neighbour. | 

X. Thou ſhalt not covet 
thy neighbours houſe, thou 
ſhalt not covet thy neigh- 
bours wife, nor his ſervant, 
nor his maid, nor his ox, 
nor his aſs, nor any thing 
that 1s his. | 


in Sickneſs. 


my primitive being; look 
down upon me, I beſeech 

you, on the bed where TI 
now lie, afflicted by thy 

divine permiſſion, with a: 
heavy kt of ſickneſs: if I 
ſhall perſevere in thy holy 
ways, if I ſhall continue 
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ſtill to act according to thy in any way unbecoming of 
bleſſed word and command | the name of Chriſtian, take 
ments, ſave me, I beſeech | me, I beſeech thee, this in- 
you, from thatdeath which | ſtant, to thy divine man- 
now threatens me: but if, | ſions, and ſave me from 
on the contrary, you per- | myſelf, for the ſake of 
ceive through your Al- | that Jeſus, who gave him- 
mighty wiſdom, thatT ſhall | ſelf a ſacrifice for all ſin- 
grow wicked, diflolute, or ners Amen, 


The Bleſſing. 
HE grace of our | fellowſhip of the Holy 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, | Ghoſt, be with us now, 
the love of God, and the | and for ever-more. Amen. 


Grace before Meat. 
In God, who art the | field, bleſs we, beſeech thee, 
iver of all good | all theſe good creatures to 
'things, who feedeſt the 
hungry, and provideſt meat 
even for the beaſts in the 


ſervice. . 


Grace after Meat. 
OR all thy bleſſings, gracious and bountiful God, 
but in particular for | we return you our mot 
that which we hav T Symble aks. 
now received, oh] moſt |- 1 
123 | . 6K 


our uſe, and us to thy =. 
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Mary. 
5. The murder of the innocents, 


HH time foretold 

by the prophets 
for the appearance of Gop 
upon earth, in the perſon 
of the Mefiah, beginning 
now to draw nigh, the 
holy Scripture gives us the 
following account of the 
conception of Jahn Baptiſt, 
who was always pointed 
out as the perſon that ſhould 
come before him, under 
the character of FZlias. 
While his father was 


SSSHSOOSDOOS 


Childrens Bible. 


CHAP TER:+4 


1. The conception of Fohn Baptiſt. 2. The ſalutation of the Virgin 
3. The birth of Chriſt, 4. The coming of the wiſe men. 


executing his office, as 
one of the inferior prieſts 
in the temple of Jeruſalem, 
he was ſurprized at the 
appearance of an angel, 
who brought the joyful 
news, that Gop intended 
to bleſs him with a fon, 
whoſe name ſhould be John, 
and whoſe appearance, in 
the world, ſhould be 2 
certain token of the near 
approach of Chrif; but 
this, Zacharias was ſlow to 

L believe; 
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believe, on account of his 
own great age, as well as 
his wifes long barrenneſs, 
and therefore deſired ſome 
miracle in confirmation of 
it; upon which the angel 
let him know that he was 
no leſs than Gabriel, a 
ſpecial attendant on Gop's 
throne, however, ünce he 
was weak enough to doubt 
of the truth of what he 
told him, he ſhould have a 
fien, and one alſo, which 
ſhould be a puniſhment to 
him ; accordingly, Zacha- 
rias immediately became 
both deaf and dumb, nor 
was he reſtored again to 
his ſight and hearing, "till 
eight days aiter his ſon 
Jobn the Baptiſt was born 
2. The prophets fore- 
telling the birth of Chriſt, 
expreſsly declared that he 
mould be born of a pure 
virgin, and of the houſe 


The Childrens Bible. 


Crap. I, 


and family of David; il ( 


— 


months after the concep- 
tion of Elizabeth, there. 
fore the ſame angel Ga. 
briel, was ſent to Nazareth, 
a city of Galilee; to a vir- 
gin named Mary, (a near 
relation of Elizabeth's, and 
one of David's direct de. 
cendants) who had lately 
been contracted in mar- 
riage to one Jeſeph, of the 
ſame family indeed, but of 
no higher a profeſſion than 
that of a carpenter ; and 
this virgin the angel 
began to congratulate on 
her good fortune ; in being 
ſo highly favoured by 
God ALMIGHTY ; as to 
be the perſon appointed gi 
by him, to bring forth the: 
Saviour of the world ; the 
long expected Mz 7 ah, 
whom ſhe ſhould call 
Jeſus, and whoſe king- 
dom ſhould have no end. 

| Conſcio 


CHAP. I. 


Conſcious of her own in- 
Cep- ¶ nocence and virtue, yet ſur- 
prized at this ſo extraordi- 
Ga-F nary apparition, the holy 


_Vir-Ywith the angel, telling 
him that as yet, ſhe had 
never cohabited with man, 
bow then ſhould ſhe have 
a child ; but the angel 
- anſwered, that ſhe ſhould 


means; and, to ſhew her 
that nothing was impoſſible 
and Ito the ALvicaTy, he in- 
formed her, that her couſin 
Elizabeth was, notwith- 
ſtanding her former bar- 
renneſs, and her old age, at 
that time ſix months gone 
with a boy. Whereupon 
the bleſſed Mary humbled 
erſelf before Gop, and 
s ſoon as the angel was 
departed, went to pay her 
ouſin Elizabeth a viſit. 


nd. | 2. And here Mary con- 


The Childrens Bible: 
| tinued for about the ſpace: 
of three months, at the 


virgin began to expoſtulate 


conceive by ſupernatural 
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end of which time return- 
ing home, the ſigns of her 
pregnancy were quite vi- 


ſible, ſo that her contracted 
huſband Fo/eph, imagining 
ſhe had been unchaſte, was- 


minded to give her a pri- 


intended marriage: but be- 
fore he had time to put 
this deſign in execution, 
an angel from heaven ap- 
pearing to him in a dream, 
intirely ſatisfied all his 
ſeruples; ſo Jeſeph took. 
the virgin home to his 
houſe; and the time of her 
deliverance being pretty 
near at hand; and Beth- 
lebem being the place fore- 
told by the prophets for 


matter was brought to paſs 
in the. following man- 


ner. 
L-. 3: 4. Auguſtus 


vate releaſement from their 


our Sawinur's birth, that 


9 7 
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4. Alle ſlus Ceſar (no 
doubt by the ſecret direction 
of God) iſſued a procla- 
mation, commanding, that 
all the people under the 
Roman empire ſhould be 
taxed, according to their 
ſeveral eſtates and condi- 
tion. Now Joſeph and his 
wife Mary being both of 
the tribe of Judah, were, 
by virtue of this order, 
obliged to go to . Beth- 
lebem, the immediate city 


belonging to their tribe, 


and the great crowds 
of people having already 
taken up all the inns, when 
they vrrived, they were 
obliged to go into a ſtable, 


not being able to find any 


other lodging. Here they 
had not been long, be- 
fore the bleſſed Virgin was 
delivered of a ſon, whom 
ſhe wrapt in ſwaddling 
cloaths, and laid down to 
reit in a manger. 


| 
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But notwithſtanding that 
the birth of our Sawiur 
was thus far obſcure, Gop 
was pleaſed the very ſame 
night to reveal it to ſome 
ſhepherds, who were 
watching their flocks in a 
neighbouring field, by the 


appearance of an ange! 


whe had no ſooner pro- 
nounced the glad tiding;, 
than an innumerable mul. 
titude of the heavenly hoi 
appeared in the air, ſur 
rounded with moſt ſplen 
did glory, and they al 
broke out in that divine 
chorus, Glory be to God « 
high; on earth peace ; good 
«will towards men, 
And after this the ſhex 
herds, in conſequence « 
a ſign given them by thi 
firſt Angel, went into th 
city, where they fou 
Mary and her holy Infant 
which laſt they wonſhipec 
and 


ul $:22:207, 
3 to praiſe God in an 
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and returned, praiſing God 
and extolling his mercies, 
to the great amazement of 
all thoſe that heard them. 

As ſoon as the child 
was eight days old, his 
parents had him circum- 
eiſed at the temple of 
Jeruſalem, calling his name 
IIesus, according to the 
command of God ; but as 
. Þ they were bringing him, 
to ſubmit himſelf to this 
part of his country's cu- 
ſtom, an old man, named 
beholding him, 


Jextacy of devotion, for 
that he had permitted 
him to ſee, before he 
died, that which ſhould 
ſave all mankind. Nor 
was the ſudden rapture of 
Anna, an aged widow, leſs 


extraordinary, who, alſo ſee- 


ing him upon this occaſion 
in the temple, began to 
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glorify God, with a pro- 
phetick ſpirit, and teſtiſied, 
hat the child was the true 

Meſiahb. 

After theſe acts, Fo/eph 
and Mary returning to 
Bethlehem, Gop thought 
proper to reveal the birth 


| of his Sen, not to the 


Jews only, but to other 
nations; and this he did by 
cauſing an uncommon ſtar 
to riſe in the Eaſt, which 
ſome learned men, in thoſe 
parts, obſerving, and un- 
deritanding withal, that 
this was to ſignify the 
birth of the Me/iah pro- 
miſed to the Jews, they 
travelled as far as Jeraſalem, 
making enquiries after 
this new born prince; 
which coming to Herod's 
ears, (who 


that time tetrarch, or king 
of Fudea, by the favour of 
the Roman emperor) he 

L 3 ſent 


"reigned . 
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ſent for them, and having 
communed for ſome time 
about the matter, he char- 
ged them, if they ſhould 
get any farther intelligence 
of it, that they ſhould re- 
turn and bring him word. 
Now I muſt inform you, 
that Chri had always 
been fore-told as one who 
ſhould appear in the cha- 
rafter of a king, which 
the beſotted people never 
confidered in it's pure and 
ſpiritual light, ſo that Herod 
was afraid the Maeſhah 
would rob him of his king- 
dom; for which reaſon, 
he reſolved, if poſſible, to 
deftroy him. 

But God, who ſees the 
hearts of men, and can 
prevent their evil inten- 


tions, put this out of his 


power; for the wiſe men, 
being ſtill conducted by 


the ſtar, at laſt came * 
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the very place where 
our blefſed Saviour was, 
and there offering ſeveral 
gifts, as to a God, and 
worſhiping him, they de- 
parted into their own 
country by another road. 
Now when Herod found 
how he was ſet at noughr 
and diſappointed, he role 
up in, a great fury, and 
ſending for his officers, he 
ordered them to go inta 
Bethlehem, and kill every 
child from two years old 
and under, by which ex- 
pedient, he thought this 


eſcape ; but here again he 
was baffled, for 
ALMIGHTY fore-warning 
Jaſeph in a dream, com- 


his wife, and her ſon, and 
fly into Egypt; which they 
did, time enough to eſcape 


the intended murder. Nei- 
> ther 


dreaded rival could not 


Gor 


manded him to take Mary, | 
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ther did they return again 
into Judea, till Herod was 
dead: aud Gob, in order 


CHAPTERS Ik 


1. Chri goes with his parents to Jeruſa lem. 
3. Is tempted by the dewil. 


Feohn, 
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to fulfil a prophecy, out of 
Egypt recalled his Son. 


a 
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*. baptized by 
4. Chriſt cleanſes the temple, 


5. Fobn Baptiſt mpriſs 24 and bebeaded. 


HRIST being 

twelve years old, 
went up with his pa- 
rents to Jeruſalem, at the 
time of the payſowver. Who 
after having 
uſual cere 


feaſt, were 


pain returning 
home witlF great numbers 
of their acquaintance, when 
at the end of the firſt days, 
journey, they miſſed their 
Son; it is impoſſible to ex- 
preſs $ their terror and anxie- 
ty upon this occaſion, but 
going back to Feru/ſalem, | 
with all the ſpeed they | 


could, at the expiration of 


three days, they found him 


| diſputing among the doc- 
tors in the temple ; who 
were aſtoniſhed at the great- 
neſs of his underſtanding, 
thinking him a child of 
ordinary extraction. Oh! 
how beautiful it is, to ſee 
children well behaved and 
ſenſible, and how careful 
ought they to be to make 
themſelves ſo, ſeeing that 


ſuch a carriage is more ad-. 


mired in them, than in 
men of years and ſtature. 
And from this time, to 
the thirtieth year of aur 
Saviour life, in which he 
began to appear in charac- 
ter of the Meſiah, the 
L 4 evangeliſts 
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evangeliſts (thoſe of his 


diſciples who writ his hi- 
ſtory) are intirely ſilent 
with regard to him, ſave on- 
ly that they ſay he grew in 
ſtature and in wiſdom; and, 
as the greateſt praiſe they 
could beſtow, that in all 
things he behaved himſelf 


dutifully, and reſpectedly 


towards his parents. And 1 
beg, my dear children, that 
you will carry this in your 
mind; for if Jeſus Chriſt, 
who was Gon, and had 
power over all things, ſub- 
mitted himſelf in that ſort 
to his own creatures, are 
not we to do ſo much 
more, who owe our lives 
to our parents, who are 
ſo much obliged in our in 
fancy to their protection 
and aſſiſtance, when we 
cannot help ourſelves; ſure- 
ly this very circumſtafice 
muſt be {ſufficient to con- 


4 


| vince you, that Gop will 
puniſh undutiful children, 
with the utmoſt rigour of 
his juſtice, 

2, I have already in- 
formed you, that John Bap- 
tift was ſent as the imme- 
diate forerunner of the 
Meſſiah; he had been bred 
up in the wilderneſs, led 
a pious and abſtemious 
life, and had now, for fix 
months, been publickly 
preaching to and . bapti- 
Zing an innumerable mul- 
titude, that flocked about 
him on all fides; when 
our bleſſed Saviour came 
to the river Foran, among 
the reſt, deſiring that John 
would alſo baptize him, he 
knew who talked to him, 
and the exalted nature of 
the Meſiab too well! But 
Chriſt convincing him of 
the fitneſs of the thing, at 
length his modeſty gave 


way, 
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way, and Jeſus coming a- 
gain out of the water, after 
having been baptized, the 
Heavens were miraculouſly 
opened, and the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcending upon him 
like a dove, there was a 


voice heard from Heaven, 


which ſaid, this is my be- 
lived Son, in evhom 1 am 
well pleaſed. | 

3. After this Chrift was 
carried by the Spirit into 
the wilderneſs of Fudza; 
where, after he had faſted 
forty days and forty nights, 
and was now very hungry, 
the devil appeared to him 
in a bodily ſhape, and be- 
gan to tempt him. 

But the holy Jeſus baf- 
fled all his cunning and 
wicked attacks, *till at laſt, 
when the devil offered him 
all the glory and king- 
doms of the earth, if he 
would fall down and wor- 
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ſhip him, Chrit made an- 
ſwer, thon ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only 
ſhalt thou ſerve. Where- 
upon the devil left him for 
that time, and angels ſent 
from Heaven, came with 
refreſhments for him, after 
his glorious victory. 

4. As ſoon as our Sa- 
viour came to Teru/alem, 
the firſt thing he did, was 
to reform the publick a- 
buſe of the temple, occa- 
ſioned by the ſhops which 
the money changers had 
ſet up, and beaſts, which 
dealers therein had brought 
into the outward court ; 
this our Lord could not 
ſuffer with patience, and 
therefore, with a ſcourge, 
made of cords, he drove 
all thoſe people out before 
him, overturning their ta- 
bles, and commanding thoſe 
who ſold doves to depart ; 
which 
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which ſo incenſed the 
Tews, that they came and 
demanded of him, by what 
authority he did thoſethings 
and to give them ſome 
evidence of a commiſſion 
for it; but to this he 
made no other reply, than 
what immediately related 
to his future reſurrection 
from the dead : however, 
though he then refuſed to 


work any miracle, we fnd 


which ſurprized the whole 
city, and not only ſo, but 
had ſuch an effect, as to 
convince one N:codemus, a 
conſiderable man among 
the Jesus, of Chriſt's be- 
ing really the Son of God, 
and coming to him pri- 
vately by night, after ſome 
diſcourſe hetween them, he 
became one of his. diſ- 
clples. 


5. We ſhall now return 


him ſoon after doing many, 
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to John the Baptiſt, who 
acted in ſuch a publick 
manner, and converted ſuch 
a multitude of the people, 
that the Jeauiſb doctors be- 
gan to imagine that he was 
the Me/fahb, or at leaſt 
Elias, who, as they thought 
from a prophecy, which 
foretold that that prophet, 
ſhould come again upon 
earth before the great, 
and terrible dey of the Lord, 
was to make his appea- 
rance before the Mah; 
but John anſwered the meſ- 
ſengers which they ſent to 
him upon this occaſion, 
that he was neither, but 
according to the words of 
the prophet Malachi, the 


voice of one crying, in the 


<uilderneſs, prepare ye the 
avay of the Lord. And 
John bore teſtimony to all 
people, of our Lorp's be- 
ing the true and expected 

Meſiab; 
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Meſſiah; but in particular, 
as Chriſt was returning 


from the wilderneſs, where 


he had been tempted, John 
pointed him out to the 
multitude, as the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away 
the fins of the world, to 
two of his own diſciples ; 
alſo he gave the ſame 
teſtimony next day, in ſo 
much, that they left their 
old maſter, and followed 
Jeſus, as did feveral others; 


nor did 7 fail upon 


all occaſions to own the 
ſuperiority of Jeu Chriſi 
over himſelf, who ſhould 
ſoon decline (he ſaid) even 
as the morning ſtar de- 
creaſes before the light of 
the ſun. 

Now John was at this 
time in the territories of 
Herod Anti pas, the ſon of 
that Herod, who murdered 


all the little children, and 
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being of great freedom of 


ſpeech, and coming to 
Herod's court, he reproved 
him ſo openly for living 
in adultery with his brother 
Philip's wife, that the wo- 

man conceived an irrecon- 
cilable hatred towards him; 
nor did ſhe ever leave 
teazing the king, who o- 
therwiſe reſpected and re- 
verenced Fohn, till ſhe 
prevailed upon him to 
throw him into pnſon, 
with an intent to have 
him defcroyed, whenever 
ſhe could find out a pro- 
per opportunity. And at 
laſt her malice was fully 
ſatisfed; for her daughter 
dancing at a feaſt before 
the king and his lords, 
ſometime after, Herod was - 
ſo pleaſed with her per- 

formance, that he ſwore 
to grant whatever ſhe aſk- 


ed ; who being. _—_— 
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by her mother, demanded | holy John, thus fell a ſa- 
the head of John the Bap- | crifice to the fury of a 
tit, and the king becauſe | wicked woman, while his 
he had ſwore, would not | head was brought in a char- 
deny her, though he com- | ger, to glut her revenge 
plied with much reluc- | till more. 

rance ; ſo the pious and 


CHAPTER III. 


1. Chriſt and the wveman of Samaria. 2, Chriſt preacheth at Naxa- 
reth. 3. The miraculous draught of fiſhes. 4. The palſy-man. 
5. The twelve apoſtles ſclected. 6. Chriſt dines at Simon -I ouſe. 


1. © hes E Phariſees were thence, and to go over in- 

a ſet of. people a- | to Galilee; in this journey, 
mong the 7exws, very ab- | it was neceſſary for him to 
fiemious as it ſhould ſeem | paſs thro' Samaria, where 
in their outward manner of | he was no ſooner come, than 
living, being great obſer- | being hot and faint with 
vers of all ceremonies en- | walking, he ſent his diſ- 
joined by the ex law, | ciples into the city to buy 
but in reality they were | food, and ſat himſelf down 
a pack of proud, hypocri- | by the fide of a well. Here 
tical knaves ; theſe there- | a woman ſhortly after came 


_— 
* 


beginning to grow envious | Chriſt deſiring her to give 
of him in Fur, he de- him a draught, ſhe per- 
termined to depart from | ceiving he was a Jew, took 


fore, whenourLoxp found | out to draw water, and 


| the 


the 
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the liberty to aſk him, 


how he could make ſuch a 


requeſt to a Samaritan, | 
with which people his na- 


tion had ſuch great quar 

rels, and ſo little dealings, 
but after a ſhort diicorrſe, 
in which Chriſt took oc- 
caſion from water, to talk 
to her of ſpiritual bleſlings, 
how was ſhe ſurprized 
when he began to tell her 
every circumſtance of her 
paſt ill-ſpent life (for ſhe 
had been a very lewd wo- 
man), and at laſt, that he 
was the promiſed Maſſiab; 
ſhe immediately ran into 
the city, proclaiming aloud 
perſon ſhe had met 


with, and the inhabitants 
then coming out, invited 
our Loxp to paſs ſome 
time with them. 

2, Well had it been for 
the city of Nazareth, had 
that behavedinalike grate 
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ful and complaiſant man- 


ner to him; but when he 
went there, as to the place of 
his education, very widely 
different was their con- 
duct. Our Loxp went in- 
to the Syrax ogue (the Feww- 
i/b Synagogues were ſome- 


what in the nature of our 


churches, where the Bible 
was read to the people) on 
the Sabbath Day, and ftand- 
ing up to read, as any per- 
ſon had a right to do, he 
began at a paſſage in 


J ſaiab, in theſe words, the 


S;irit of the Lord is upon 
me, becauſe he hath anointed 
me to fgreach the Goſpel to 
the poor, which he applied 
to himſelf, in the moſt 
graceful and eloquent man- 
ner ; but his hearers calling 
to mind his low birth, and 
education, though many 
of them could not help be- 
ing charmed with his diſ- 
courſe, 


r . e rere 
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* Chriſt ſpoke, with his com- 


r 


taking up his reſidence at 
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courſe, began to deſpiſe 
him, which he perceiving, 
and upbraiding them for 
their ingratitude, the whole 


aſſembly roſe up, and hur- 


rying him out of the city, 
brought him to the brow of 


a hill, with a deſign to 


have caſt him headlong 
down, had he not mira- 
culouſly conveyed himſelf 
out of their ſight. 

3. After this, Chriit 


the city of Capernaum, he 
had not long been there, 
before great multitudes 
flocked unto him ; and 
walking. one day by the 
fide of a neighbouring lake, 
he got into a ſhip, deſiring 
the maſter of it, a fiſher- 
man, to put a little from 
ſhore, that he might teach 
the people. Now Peter, 
for it was to him whom 
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panions, James, Fohrn, and 
Andrew, all afterwards the 
apoſtles of our Loxp, had 
been hard at work all 


night, fiſhing, but without 
any ſucceſs. When his diſ- 


courſe was ended, there- 
fore, Jeſus ordered them 
to launch out a little far- 
ther, and let down their 
nets for a draught, this in 


obedience to him they did, 


nor had they any cauſe to 
repent it; for they inſtant- 
ly incloſed ſuch a multi- 


tude of fiſhes, that their 


tackle began to break, and 
they were obliged to call 
ſome others of their pro- 
feſſion, to come to their 
aſhſtance. , 

4. This miracle could 
not fail of convincing the 
men of our Saviour's divi- 
nity ; they followed him, 
therefore, into the city, 


where in a little time after, 


being. 
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deing in a houſe with many 
great perſons, brought to- 
gether by their curioſity to 
hear him, four people came 
bearing a man ſick of the 
palſy on his bed, but find- 
ing it impoſſible to paſs 
through the crowd, they 
uncovered the roof of the 
houſe, and let down the 
ſick man, bed and all, in- 
to the very room where 


Chriſt was ſitting ; he was 


inſtantly determined to 
cure the man, but firſt told 
him; that his ſans were for- 
given him, which expreſ- 
ſion the people about him, 
looking upon as blaſphe- 
mous, he reproved their 
evil thoughts, and then by 
curing the patient before 
him, immediately demon- 
ſtrated his power to forgive 
fins : which ſo thoroughly 
convinced, and amazed 


them, that they all began 
to glorify Gop, declaring, 
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that the like had never been 
ſeen in //ae/ till that day. 
5. Many of the unbe- 
heving 7ews, ftill conti- 
nuing to contrive our 
Loxp's deſtruction, he re- 
tired to a ſolitary moun- 
tain, where he continued 
all night in prayer, intend- 
ing the next morning to 
make an election of ſome 


particular perſons, from 


among the multitude of 
his diſciples, who ſhould be» 
witneſſes to all mankind, of 
his words and actions, 
and, after his return to 
Heaven, reach the Goſ- 
pel to all the inhabitants 
of this world. The name 
of the men he choſe, and 
who were diſtinguiſhed by 
the title of apoſtles, were 
as follows, Peter, Andrew, 
James tbe great, Fames the 
leſs, John, Philip, Bartho- 
lomeab, Ae, Thomas, 


Simon, 
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Simon, Judas the brother 
of James, and Judas Iſca- 


trayed him. And as he 
perceived the multitude 
gathering round him, theſe 
he called nearer than the 
reſt, and began that moſt 
excellent diſcourſe, which 
lays down all the great 
principles of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and is called his 
Sermon in the Mount. 
6. Chriſt had been now 
preaching for a conſider- 
able time, to a very large 
aſſembly, when cloſing 
with that comfortable in- 
vitation, come unto me all 
ye that labour, and are 
heavy laden, and I will 
give you reſt, a certain 
rich Phariſee named Simon, 
came and aſked him to 
dinner ; but while he was 
at table, there happened an 
incident ſomewhat extra- 
ordinary, For a certain 
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riot, Who afterwards be- 
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woman, who not long be- 
fore, had been remarked 
for her lewdneſs, came in, 
and falling at his feet, 
waſhed them with the tears 
which flowed from her 
eyes, and then having 
wiped them with her hair, 
ſhe killed them, and a- 
nointed them with a very 
precious ointment. Simon 
thought this was in Jeſus, 
a thing unbecoming, to 
ſuffer a bad woman to be- 
have in ſuch a manner 
with regard to him ; but 
our Saviour who knew his 
thoughts, in a beautiful 
parable defended the wo- 
man, and in return for her 
kindneſs, told her all her fins 
were pardoned, which ſome 
of the company ſeemed to 
reſent as an affront to the 


Divine Majeſty, but that 


gave Chriſt no manner of 
uneaſineſs. 
CHAP. 


CH 
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1. The miracle of the loaꝶ es. 


transfigurations 4. His advice ! to his WW 


Feruſalem. 
ESUS had juſt now 


received the news of 
John the Baptiſt's death, 
by the report of ſome of 
his diſciples; when his own 
apoſtles returned from an 
expedition, which he had 
lately ſent them upon, in 
order to preach the goſpel 
in all the neighbouring 
cities. And the fame of 
our Saviour, and his mi- 
racles were ſo great, that 
Herod began to imagine, 
that John, whom he had 
beheaded, was come to 
life again, to revenge his 
blood upon him; Chriſt 
therefore, knowing the 
cruelty of that prince, took 
ſhipping with a deſign to 
retire for a while to a de- 


2. Chriſt <valks ufon the water. 3. Hit 


5. His behaviour at 


ſert near Beth/aida; but in 


vain was it for him to. 
think of concealing him- 
ſelf, 
where he went aboard, 
followed him round by 
land, and were got to the 
deſert almoſt as ſoon as he, 
which inſtance of their zeal, 


ſo affected his compaſſion, 


that he immediately aſcen- 
ded a mountain, and tak- 
ing his diſciples with him, 
he there firſt inſtructed them, 
in ſeveral things concern- 
ing the kingdom of Gov; 
and having afterwards. 


cured their ſick, he at laſt 
fed them all to the num 


ber of five thouſand men, 
beſides women and chil- 
dren, with five barley 

M foaves 


the people ſeeing: 
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loaves, and two ſmall fiſnes, 
and that with ſo extraordi- 
nary a plenty, that no leſs 
than 12 baſkets, were ta- 
ken up of the broken meat. 
This miracle had ſuch 

an effect upon the people, 
that they no longer doubted 
of his being the Meſſiab, 
and were going to ſet him 
up for their king, by main 
force; but he knowing the 
miſchief of ſuch a deſign, 
conſtrained his diſciples im- 
mediately to take ſhipping, 
in order to go to Caper- 
zaum, while himſelf ſtayed 


titude; which being done, 
he continued till midnight 
in meditation and prayer, 
2. In the mean time, the 
veſſel where the apoſtles 
were on board, was toſſed 
by a great ſtorm on the 
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behind to diſmiſs the mul- | 


middle of the lake, and 
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they had hardlygot a league 
on their voyage; at which 
time, our Saviour came 
walking upon the ſurface 
of the ſea, and drew near 
the ſhip. This ſtrange ap- 
pearance increaſed their 
tear not a little; but Chriſt 
calling out, told them who 


permiſſion, getting out of 
the ſhip to meet him, be- 
gan to ſink; the Lord then 
blamed the weakneſs of 
his faith, and reaching out 
his hand, ſet him firmly on 
the top of the waters, and 
walked with him to the 
ſhip, where they were no 
ſooner entered, than the 


whole company fell down 
and worſhipped Chriſt, and. 


it was. not long before 
they arrived in their de- 
fired harbour, 


— 


3. A few days after 


when morning appeared, | 


this, after talking 


ſome 


he was, when Peter, by his 


for 
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ſome time to his apoſtles 
of his future ſufferings, 
our LoRD, to revive their 
hearts, which he obſerved 
much caſt down upon 
this occaſion, thought it 
not improper to give ſome 
of them at leaſt a ſpecimen 
of his future glory; and 
accordingly, taking with 
him, Peter, James, and 
John, he aſcended an high 


mountain, and there while 
he was employed in prayer, 


he was ſuddenly trans- 
formed into another ap- 
pearance; for a bright 
luſtre darted from his face, 


more glorious than the fun, 


and a dazzling. ſplendour 
piercing from his body, 
thro' his garments, made 
them appear whiter than 
ſnow; during 
venly ſcene, Moſes and E- 


lias nod talking familiar- 
ly with him, and diſcour- 
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ſufferings. | 
The apoliles during the 
continuation of this fell 


aſleep, but waking before 


the glory again diſap- 
peared, they were ſudden- 
ly cevered with a bright: 


cloud, and a voice came 


from heaven, ſaying, This: 
is my beloved Son, in auh. 
J am well pleaſed, bear ye 
him. Upon which the a- 
poſtles were ſeized. with 
greater conſternation than 
ever, and fell proſtrate on 
the earth, till our IRD. 


encouraging them they 


looked up, and ſaw no one 
but himſelf; and as they 
deſcended the mountain, he 
charged them to keep the 


things they had ſeen ſeeret, 


until he was riſen from tb 
4. From the mount of 


NM 2 


/ 


— 


proceeded on his journey. 
through the other parts of 
Gallee, towards Caper- 
naum; and as they were in 
their way, he acqua inted 
his apoſtles the ſecond time 
with his approaching death 
and reſurrection; but they 
were ſo full of the hopes of 
an earthly kingdom, that 
they found it very difficult 
to believe, or conceive 
what he meant, and after- 
wards they began to diſ- 


about who ſhould have the 
firſt place of dignity, when 
Chriſt ſat upon his throne. 
This our Saviour knew. 
and to give an effectual 
check to their ambition, 


the only way for any man 
to become great in his 
kingdom, was to be lowly. 


then calling a little child, 


„ — 7 


The Childrens Bible. 


pute among themlelves, | 


he firſt informed them, that 


in his own eſteem; and 


, 
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and ſetting” him in the 
midſt of them, he propo- 


ſed him as a pattern of 


meekneſs and humility ; 
recommended ſuch chil- 
dren, and in them all 
humble-minded chriſtians, 
to the favour of mankind ; 
cautioned them againſt do- 
ing any injury, or giving 
any otfence to ſuch, be- 
cauſe of their guardian an- 
gels, and to remove the 
occaiion of all ſuch offen- 
ces, exhorted them to 
mortify all their carnal 
affections. 

And ſhall children be 
unmindful of this honour 
done them, by the Gop 
of heaven and earth; and 
ſhall they not take care, 


viſhneſs, lying, ill language, 
or any other offence, they 
forfeit his eſteem; ſurely 
they would do ſo, if they 


conſidered 


leaſt by ſtubbornneſs, pee- 


IV. 


the 
opo- 
of 
ity ; 
-hil- 

all 
ans, 


do- 
be- 
an- 
the 


en- 


nal 
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conſidered, that they have 


continually an angel watch 


ing overtheiractions, which, 
was not Gop a witneſs of 
them himſelf, would not 
fail to give him conſtant 
intelligence thereof. 

5. But about this time, 
the feaſt of tabernacles 
drawing near, Chriſt pre- 
pared to go with his diſ— 
ciples to Jeruſalem, where 
for ſome days after his ar- 
rival, he did not appear 


publickly, to the no ſmall 


vexation of the inhabi- 
tants, many of whom had 
never ſeen him; but at 
length, when every one 
began to deſpair, about the 
middle of the feaſt, he 
ſhewed himſelf, teaching 
in the temple, and all 
places of publick reſort, 
to the great admiration of 
the 7ews. Thoſe indeed 
who knew the hatred, 
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which the ruling part of 
the nation had conceived. 


againſt him, admired to 
hear him ſpeak with ſuch 


freedom; and in the con- 


cluſion, officers were ſent 
by the government to ap- 
prehend him; but they 
were ſo taken with his 
perſon and preaching, that 
they became his diſciples, 


| inflead of executing the 
orders of their ſuperiors; . 


which ſo incenſed the coun- 


ci], that they would im- 
| mediately have ſeized and 


impriſoned him, had not 
one of their own number, 
Nicodemus, who was ſecret- 
ly a diſciple of Chri/?'s, roſe 
up and ſpoke in his juſti- 
fication ; ſo they diſſolved 
the aſſembly, and proceed- 
ed no farther againſt him, 


for that time; while our 


Saviour continued to per- 
form many miracles, and 
M 3 preach 
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with the utmoſt boldneſs, 


, The Childrens Bible. 
| preach the word of Gop | during the reſt of his ſtay 


CHAp. V. 


at Jeruſalem. 


CHAPTERY 


1 » Mary and Martha. 2. Chrift*s admirable doctrine. 3. He re- 


cerves the children. 4. Lazarus raiſed from the dead. 


I: HERE was a 

very extraordina- 
ry diſeaſe, almoſt peculiar 
to the Jecoiſh nation, of 
which at this day, we can 
have no notion, only that 
we may be ſure, people 
were formerly afflicted with 
it; ſince the Scripture po- 
ſitively aſſerts it over and 
over again; the diſeaſe 1 
mean was poſſeſſion, or 


that power which Gop per- 


mitted the devil of entering 
and tormenting the bodies 
of particular men and wo- 
men; but has long ſince 
been taken from him, 
Chriff's ſufferings having 
totally aboliſhed ſatan's 


reign, Mary Magdalene, 


a beautiful widow, of di- 
ſtinction among the Jeb, 


was one of theſe unfortu- 
nate ſufferers: we are told 
indeed, that our Lo d, 
caſt no leſs than ſeven de- 
vils out of her, and where- 
as, ſhe had before led a 
very looſe life, ſhe from 
that time became a molt 
glorious example of virtue 
and piety ; and followed 
our Saviour during his 
whole miniſtry, with the 
utmoſt tenderneſs, adora ; 
tion, and devotion. 

A condu like this to- 
wards one of ſo ſweet 


- and generous a diſpoſition, 


could not fail of endearing 


her whole family to him, 
| and 
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and after his departure 


from FJeruſalem, we find 


him at the houſe of Mar- 
tha, Mary's elder ſiſter, 
who lived about two miles 
from that city, in a ſmall 
village called Bethany ; 
but while Martha was bu- 
ſy, in making preparation 
for his entertainment, her 
fiſter Mary ſat with the 
company liſtening to his 
inſtructions: and when 
Martha complained to 
him, that her ſiſter had 
left the whole burthen of 
the buſineſs upon her, and 
thereupon deſired him to 
ſend her to her aſſiſtance, 
our Lox D commended 
Mary's choice, and though 
he did not ſlight Martha's 
civility, preferred her ſiſ- 
ter's attention to his doc- 
trine before it. 

2. Upon his return to 
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Galilee, as he was one day 


167 


in a private place, they 
humbly beſought him to 
compole a form of prayer 
for their uſe ; whereupon 
he gave that excellent form 


called the Loxry's prayer; 


and not only ſo, but en- 


couraged and exhorted 


them 'to be conſtant in 
their petitions to the Di- 
vine Majeſty ; who, as 2 
father, infinitely more in- 
dulgent than any en 
] 


parent could be, wou 


certainly never fail to hear 
them. Chriſt often preach- 
ed againſt covetouſneſs, or 
the folly and wickedneſs 
of men placing their hap- 
pineſs in worldly poſſeſ- 
ſions ; he inveighed ſtrong- 
ly againſt hypocriſy, and 
falſeneſs of heart ; recom- 
mended meekneſs, ſobriety, 
and modeſty; enjoined love, 


not only among relations, 
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but betwixt all mankind 
one to another; who ſhould 


be charitable, compaſſio- 


nate; neither envying one 
for the goods he poſſeſſed, 
nor refuſing to help him 
with thoſe he ſtood in need 


of. Pride, paſſion, and ill- 
nature, he commanded all 
his followers to renounce; 


admitting none among 
them, but ſuch as were 
peace-makers, meek in ſpi- 
rit, patient, gentle, and of 


a tender diſpoſition : ir a 


word, the end of the Chri- 
ſian Doctrine is this, to 


Toot out every vice, to 


which the human nature is 
liable, and to plant in their 
ſtead, every virtue; and he 
that can boaſt himſelf real- 


ly and truly a Chriſtian, 


only waits for the diſſolu- 
tion. of his mortal body, 
to become one with the 
eternal and n 
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angels; ſo pure will he be 
in ſpirit, and ſo void of 
offence, both towards Gop 
and man. 

3. I ſhall now give you 
one inſtance more, of the 
great regard and care 
which Chriſt always ex- 
preſſed for children. Go- 
ing over the river Jordan, 
and being followed by a 
vaſt multitude, whom he 
both taught, and heated 
of ſeveral diſeaſes which 
were among them. Some 
obſerving his great readi- 
neſs to do good, brought 
ſome little boys and girls 
with them, in order to par- 
take of his divine bleſſing; 


but the diſciples thinking it 


below the dignity of their 
maſter, to be diſturbed 


with infants, at firſt refuſed 
admittance to thoſe that 
brought them; till Jeſus 
having reproved them fog 

0 
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ſo doing, and withal re- 
commended the innocence 
and ſimplicity of theſe 
babes, as a pattern for 
there imitation ; command- 


ed them all to be in- 


troduced, and taking them 
up in his arms, he laid his 
hands upon them, 
bleſſed them, and ſo de- 
parted from the place 
where this tranſaction hap- 
pened. 

4. Our Saviour being 
now in Perga, he received 
a meſſage out of Judta, 
from his two friends, Mar- 
tha and Mary, of the dan 
gerous ſickneſs of a bro- 


ther of theirs, named La- 


zarus, a perion highly be- 
loved and efteemed by 
him ; but he propoſing, on 
this occaſion, to manifeſt 


the glory of Gop, as well 


his own Divine power, 


by a greater miracle than 


and 
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a ſimple cure, delayed his 
going till Lazarus was 
dead, and then ſet for- 
ward. 

By the time that our 
Lokp arrived at Bethany, 
Lazarus had been buried 
four days, and ſeveral 
friends, and others from 
Feruſalem, were come to 
condole with Martha and 
Mary, for the great loſs 
they had ſuſtzined ; when 
on the news of Chriſt's ar- 


rival, they all came out of 


the houſe, but in particu- 
lar, the two ſiſters lament- 
ing grieviouſly, and fal- 
ling at our Lord's feet, 
wiſhed over and over again, 
that he had come a little 
ſooner, for then they ſaid 
they were ſure Lazarus 
would not have died; the 
ſight of their tears and ſor- 
rows affected the Son of 
Gop; and then demand- 


ing 
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ing where they had laid 
the body, he followed them 
to the place, even weep- 
ing as they did; which 
made ſome of the compa- 
ny wonder, conſidering 
how well he had loved the 
deceaſed, that he had not 
prevented his death ; but 
they were all ſoon convin- 
ced of their error, when 
coming to the burial place, 
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to be removed from the 
mouth, and after a ſhort 
prayer going towards 1t, 
he cried with a loud voice, 
Lazarus, come forth; where- 
upon he that was dead, 
immediately aroſe from the 
place where he lay, and in 
ſuch ſound health, that 
when the grave cloaths 
were unlooſed, he was able 
to walk along with them 


Chriſt ordered the flone | to Bethany. 
CHAPTER VI. 


Of our Saviour's miracles, 


I T 1s the PAREFT given | 


to Chriſt, by St Luke, 
in his Acts of ths Apoſtles, 
that, he, æuas a man ap- 
proved of God, by miracles, 
evonders, and Zus, æohich 


Cod did by him, in the midſt 


of all the people : And in- 


deed theſe miracles were 


his being not only the im- 
mediate meſſenger of Gop, 
but even Gop himſelf ; 


a word ſpeaking, could 
command all the ope- 
rations of nature, even 


| courſe : 


an undoubted evidence of 


contrary to their uſual 
for who but God, 


who by a touch, a look, 


could cure the ſick, heal 
the 


CHAp. VI. 
the leprous, give ſight 


to the blind, ſtrength to 


the lame, and raiſe the 
dead, even as the very 
enemies of our holy reli- 
gion confeſs Chriſt did; 
but wickedly aſcribe it to 
the devil; whereas we know 


the devil can have no ſuch 


power, nor if he had, would 
he employ it in doing good; 
however, it is of great con- 
ſequence to the credit of 
chriſtianity, that the Jews 
never attempted to deny 
Chriſt's performing mira- 
cles; and in order to let 
you ſee the extent and 
nature of them: I ſhall 
here ſubjoin a catalogue 
of the moſt remarkable not 
already taken notice of; I 
ſay the moſt remarkable, 
becauſe, as the apoſtie very 
juſtly aſſerts, were all his 
miracles ſet down, even 


the world itſelf would not 
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the number of books, which 
muſt be employed to write 
them in. 

1. Being at a marriage 
feaſt in the city of Cana in 
Galilee, where the wine 
ran ſhort; he, at the re- 
queſt of his virgin-mother, 
turned a great quantity of 
water into wine, which was 
remarkable for the excel- 
lence of it's flavour. 

2. He cured the ſon of 
a great officer belonging 
to the court, only by ſpeak- 
ing a word, when he was 
at a great diſtance from 
the child; who being con- 
vinced thereby of our Lord's 
divinity, with his whole 
family was converted to 
the faith. 7 5 

3. In his progreſs thro' 
Galilee, he met with a man 


* 


overſpread with a foul le- 


proſy, whom ' n his 
* " Lands 
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humble petition, with one 
touch, he immediately 
healed. 


4. On the ſouth-eaſt ſide 
of Jeruſalem, there was a 
famous pool, and an hoſ- 
pital called Bethe/ma, in 
which lay a great multitude 
of poor diſeaſed people, 
waiting for an angel, who 
at certain times came from 
heaven; and putting the 
pool into a fermentation, 
conveyed ſuch virtue into 


it, that the firſt perſon Who 


entered afterwards, was 
immediately cured of what- 
ever diſtemper he or the la- 
boured under. On the ſab- 
bath-day, our Saviour came 
to this place, and ſeeing 
2 poor paralytich, who had 
been afflicted for upwards 
of thirty years, and had 


long lain there, in hopes | 


of being cured, but in 


5 
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body to help him in; he 
healed him directly, or- 
dering him to take up his 
bed and walk home; but 
while he was doing this, 
the Jeæus exclaimed againſt 
him, for carrying a bur- 
then on the ſabbath- day 
which was unlawful; and 
as ſoon as they found that 
Jeſus Chriſt had been the 
perſon who cured him, 
and had bid him do it, 
they inſtantly ſeized him, 
and brought him before the 
council, as an open pro- 
faner of the ſabbath; but 


Jeſus ſhewed them their 


hypocriſy, and that the 


ſabbath was made for man, 


not man for the ſabbath ; 
however, we muſt be ex- 
tremely cautious, how we 
conſider Chriſt as a fa- 
vourer of taking any un- 
warrantable liberties with 


that holy ſeaſon ſet a 8 
5 * 
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by God himſelf, for reſt 
and picty. And we ſhall 
find that Chriſt never em- 
ployed himſelf on it in 
any thing but in doing 
good actions, which we 
are never to miſs an op- 
portunity of. 

5. On his arrival at the 
gates of a ſtrange city, te 
reſtored to life a widow's 
only ſon, as the people 
were carrying him out to 
his funeral; to the great 
joy and comfort of the 
parent, and the no leſs 
attoniſhment of the ſpec- 
tators, who upon this oc- 
caſion glorified Gop ; and 


publickly declared, that 2 
great and mighty prophet, | 


was ſprung up among them, 
and that God had wiffted his 


peo 7. 


6. While Chriſt was on 
a voyage, being aſleep in 
the ern of the ſhip, there 
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aroſe a moſt terrible ſtorm⸗ 


ſo that his diſciples awoke 


him, fearing every minute 
that they ſhould be ſwal- 
lowed up; but when he 
aroſe, on his rebuking the 
waves, they obeyed his 
command, and immediate- 


ly there was a dead calm, 
to the no ſmall ſurprize of 


every one that ſaw it. 


7. After this he diſpoſ- 


ſeſſed a man of a whole 
legion of devils, which he 


permitted to enter into a 


herd of ſwine. 


8. A woman by ſtealth, 
only touching the ſkirts _ 
cured 
of a foul diſeaſe, under 
which ſhe had laboured . 


of his coat, was 


many years. 


9. He raiſed the daugh- 


ter of one Jairus from 
the dead, and reſtored her 


to her Parents. 


10. At | 
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10. At Bethſaida, when 


a blind man was preſented 
him for cure, he took him 
out of the gates of the 
city; and then anointing 
his eyes with ſpittle, and 
laying his hands upon 
him, the man was reſtored 
to ſight. 

Theſe and an innume- 
rable multitude of the like 
wonders, did our Lord 
and Saviour Chriſt perform 
among the Fews; and 
yet they would not be- 
lieve in him; but at laſt 
condemned him to the moſt 
painful and ignominious 
death; but it was for our 
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good: by his ſuffering we 
are healed ; by his death 
we live to all eternity; and 
to give you a due ſenſe 
of your great obligations 
to ſuch an excellent Re- 
deemer, I ſhall now lay 
before you this glorious, 
though melancholy ſcene; 
ſhewing you the eternal 
and all powerful Gop, ſub- 
mitting to the moſt ſhock- 
ing pains and indignities, 
for the ſake of his crea- 
tures; well might the pro- 
phet aſk in the perſon of 
Chriſt, whether ever /or- 
row was like to his ſor- 
roco. | 


CHAPTER VI. 


1. Chriſt enters Jeruſalem in triumph. 2. The Jezus lay 


ares 


for bim. 3. His words and ations at Bethany. 4. The aft 
fupper. 5. Judas betrays bim. 
1. UR bleſſed Lord | Lazar: to life, in the man- 
and Saviour ha- | ner already related; was 


ving reſtored his dear friend | now within a ſhort walk bo 
; | E 
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the city of Feruſalem: 
however, he did not re- 
pair thither till next morn- 
ing, when he ſet out from 
Martha's houſe, attended 
by a great number of peo- 
ple; but being come to the 
mount of Olives, there he 
ſtopt, and diſpatching two 
of his diſciples to a neigh- 
bouring village, he order- 
ed them to bring from 
thence, an aſs, and a colt 
which was not yet backed; 
that he might fulfil a re- 
markable prophecy, by 
riding into Feruſalem upon 
hem; the diſciples obeyed; 
and having mounted their 
maſter on the colt, he pro- 
ceeded towards the city, 
amidſt the acclamations of 
m innumerable multitude, 
hilſt crowds of people 
ame forth to meet him 
with branches of palm- 
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ſpreading their garments 
in the way, and all crying 
Hoſanna, to the Son of Da- 
vid ! blefſed is he, that 
cometh in the name of the 
Lord. 

2. Upon Chrift's entring 
into Jeruſalem in this trium- 
phant manner, the chief 
prieſts, and the other mem- 
bers of the Jeauißß council, 
grew very uneaſy; they 
heard every body, even 
the little babes in their mo- 
thers arms, proclaiming 
him the Son of Gop; nor 
did our Saviour forbid. 
them ; nor deny his be- 
ing what they called him; 
ſo that they now thought. 
there was an abſolute ne- 
ceſſity for taking him off; 
but how to contrive it was 


the matter, for our bleſ- 
ſed Lorp was highly ad- 
mired and reſpected by 


* o 4 
rees in their hands, ſome 


the ulace, y cthere- 
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fore laid ſnares to ruin 
him ; one of which was, 
that the Phariſees ſent 
ſome to aſk him, 
was lawful to pay tribute 
or not to Cæſar? If he 
ſaid it was, they thought 
the multitude would then 
deſert him, as a betrayer 
of the liberties of his 
country; if he ſaid it was 
not, they might then ac- 
cuſe him as an enemy to 
the Roman emperor ; but 
our Los p baffled all their 
treacherous deſign by this 
notable anſwer; Render 
wnto Cæſar the things which 
are Czſar's; and to God, 
the things which are God's. 
Thus for a time did Chriſt 
diſappoint the malice of 
his enemies. | 
It was now the great 
Fewiſh feaſt of paſſover, 
and at the cloſe of each 
day, Chriſt conſtantly re- 
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turned to the houſe of 


Martha, at Bethany, where 


he ſlept; it was here he 
foretold the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, exactly as it 
happened about forty years 
after his reſurrection ; as 
alſo his own coming in 
glory at the laſt day; and 
being one night at ſupper 
with one Simon, a man 
whom he had formerly 
cured of a leproſy, Mar; 
Magdalene, to ſhew her 


great love and value for 


him, came, and out of an 
alabaſter viol, poured 2 


large quantity of ſuch rich 


ointment upon his head, 
as filled the whole houſe 
with the fragrant ſmell: 
this ſeeming prodigality 


diſpleaſed the apoſtles, bu: 
particularty the traitor Ju. 


das blamed her: however, 
Chriſt received Mary's 


bounty with great grat!- 
_— 


tude, and did much honour 
to her for it. 

This was the very night 
he returned from Feru/a- 
lem; and the next day he 
remained intirely at Be- 
thany, in the evening he 
and his apoſtles ſupped at 
Martha's houſe; and while 
they were at table, con- 
ſidering that his time was 
now ſhort, he was mind- 
ed to give them a teſtimony 
of bis love; and from his 
own example, teach them 
two virtues, which, of all 
others, were more eſpe- 
cially requiſite to Chri- 
ſtians, humility and cha- 
rity; to this purpoſe, riſing 
from table, he waſhed e- 
very one of their feet; 
now Peter at firſt refuſed 
to admit of ſuch a ſervile 
office, from his heavenly 
maſter; but when Chriit 
urged to him the expe- 
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diency of what he did, the 
apoſtle acquieſced. 

Soon after this, reflee- 


ting with himſelf, how 
well he had loved theſe his 
diſciples; he was not a 
little concerned, that any 
of them ſhould prove ſo 
ungrateful as to betray 
him : he then declared 
that ſuch a thing ſhould 
happen; and on John's re- 
queſt told him the perſon, 
Judas Iſcarict ; to whom 
he gave a ſop, as he to'd 
John he would; and when 
he had ſo done, he bad 
him go about what be had 
to do with all expedition; 
the reſt of the apoſtles, 
who were ignorant of what 
Chriſt had ſaid to his fas 
vourite, thought our Lozp 
ſpoke to Judas of ſome 
other matter; however, as 
ſoon as ſupper was ended, 
the traytor made off to 


Feru/alem ; 
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Jeruſalem; where he a- 
greed with the council to 
betray his maſter into their 
hands, during the abſence 
of the multitude, for thirty 
pieces of ſilver, about four 
pounds ſterling, of our oor 
zent money. 

5. In the mean time, our 
Sander remained comfort- 


ing and heartening tbe reſt 


e his apoſtles; who, at 


the thoughts of their be- 


loved Loab's ſuffering, 
which he now told them 
plainly he muſt do, were 
grown exceedingly trou- 
bled, and diſpirited; but 


he aſſured them, that his 


death was for their good ; 

and not only | ſo, but for 
the ſalvation of all man- 
kind ; he added too, that 


he ſhould certainly riſe a- 


gain the third day ; but 
this they did not clear] y un- 
derſtand. EE, 


* IS 
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The actual day of cele. 
brating the paſſover being 
now arrived, our Saviour 
(his apoſtles, by his di- 
region, having prepared 
every thing accordingly 
beforehand,) on the eve- 
ning went to Feruſalem, 
where after the uſual 
ceremonies upon that ſo- 
lemn occaſion, were o- 
ver, and they were all 
ſtanding round the table, 
on which they had juſt 
eaten the paſchal lamb, 
our ' LORD proceeded to 
the inftitution of a cere- 


of his own death and paſ- 
fion; for he took bread, 
and when he had bleſſed 
it, and broke it, he diſtri- 
buted it to his diſciples, 
calling it His body; and af- 
ter he had ſo done, he 


took the cup of wine; and 


N in the like manner 


bleſſed 


mony, in commemoration ] 
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bleſſed it, he gave it a- 
mong them, calling it /:s 
Blood of the new covenant ; 
and commanded them to 
do the ſame, that is, to 
eat bread, and drink wine, 
in this facramental man- 
ner, to the end of the 
world, in remembrance of 
him. | 

After this our LoRPD had 


much edifying diſcourſe, 


with his eleven apoſtles, 
(for the wicked Judas had 
gone upon his helliſh er- 
rand ſome time before) 
and among other things 
telling them, they would 
very ſhortly e a ſe- 
vere tryal; Peter declared, 
that he was not only ready 
to go with him to priſon, 
but even to death; but our 
Saviour, who beſt knew 
his weakneſs, gave him to 
underſtand, that before the 
crowing of the cock, he 
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times; upon which, giv- 
ing them a final exhorta- 
tion, and joining with them 
in prayer and a ſolemn 


hymn, he left the city, and 


paſſing over the brook Cæ- 
dron, came to a garden 
well known to Judas, be- 


cauſe thither our Loxrp- 
and his apoſtles uſed fre- 


quently to retire to their 
devotions. 


6. In this place, layin 


his Godhead wholly ad 


for the preſent, he under- 


went the moſt grie vous 


ſafferings ; the ſweat rol- 
led off from him like great 
drops of blood; and the 
devil muſtered all his in- 
fernal powers, to deter him 
from the ſalvation of man. 


Here he took James, John, 


and Peter, with him aſide; 

deſiring that they would 

Join in prayer with him; 
2 but 
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but alas? they had ſcarce 
kneeled down, when they 
fell faſt aſleep; ſo that he 
was left without any com- 
fort or aſſiſtance, (for he 
would not help himſelf ) 
till an angel was diſpatched 
from heaven to ſtrengthen 
him; with this recruit he 
returned the third time to 
his apoſtles, (for he had 
been to waken, and cau- 
tion them againſt letting 
floth creep upon them 
twice before) but finding 
them ſtill in the ſame 
ſkeepy conditien, he told 
them, that they might 
now reſt as long as they 
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1. Chrift is brought before the bigh-prieft, 


3. Chriſt is examined by Pilate, 
with from the Jews, 


HE ſoldiers ha- 
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longer any occaſion for 
their aſſiſtance; the words 
were ſcarcely out of his 
mouth, when Judas, ac- 
companied with a band of 
{ſoldiers and officers, came 


to apprehend him, and | 


the falſe traytor, accord- 
ing to an agreement, be- 
tween himſelf and thoſe 
he brought, ran up to our 


Lon, and kiſſed him; 
thereby directing them who 


they ſhould ſeize; upon 


which Chrift was almoft 
immediately forſaken by 
all his followers, and left 
to the mercileſs fury, of 
an enraged multitude. 


2. Peter denies Chr:ſt. 
4. The cruel treatment he meets 


5. They crucify him. 
Loxy's hands, hurried him 


ving bound our 3 out of the 
garden; 
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which purpoſe, they had 
procured a number of falſe 
witneſſes ; but they preva- 
ricated ſo notoriouſly in 
what they altedged againſt 


garden; and as ſoon as 
they came over to the city 
of Jeruſalem, brought him 
to the palace of the then 
high-prieſt, called Caia- 
phas; where ſeveral of the 


principal elders were ſit- 


ting in council, and Peter 
went into the palace after 
our Lord, (but at ſome 
diſtance) being willing to 
ſee the iſſue. of ſo ſtrange 


an event; and being en- 


| tered into the great hall, 


he ſat down to warm him- 
ſelf at the fire, among the 
officers and ſervants. 

The high-prieft and his 
confederates, as we may 
imagine, were not unpre- 
pared for Chriſt's arrival; 


and accordingly, though 


ſo late at night, ſuch was 
their thirſt for his blood, 
that they began to try him, 
the very moment they got 
him in their power; for 


Ne 
a 
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him, and diſagreed ſo 
ſhamefully with one a- 
nother, that even thoſe 
judges, corrupt as they 
were, could not, have the 
face to condemn any one 
on their evidence: they 
were obliged therefore, to 
have recourſe to Chrift, 
and try whether they could 
not bring him to condemn 
himſelf; then the high- 
prieſt ſtanding up, adjured 
him by the living God, to 
tell auhether he «was the 
Meſſiaab, the Son of Gcd. 
Our Lorp knew well e- 
nough, what would be the 
conſequence of his giving 
a direct anſwer to that 
queſtion, and the high- 
prieſt's deſign in putting it 

3 to 
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to him; but as he ſuffered 
himſelf to be brought there 
with no other intent, than 
that he might fall a ſacri- 
fice, he gave them all the 
ſatis faction they could wiſh, 
by immediately anſwering 
in the affirmative, hat be 
vas: but with all that, 
though he was then before 
them as a criminal, they 


ſhoald hereafter, 5eho/d him 


fitting on the right hand of 


Power, and coming in the 
clouds of Heaven The 
high-prieft upon this fell 
into a violent paſſion, cal- 
led him a blaſphemer, and 
ſaid, there was no oc- 
caſion for any thing farther 
againſt him ; what he had 
now ſaid, was enough to 
juſtify their paſſing ſentence 
of death; and all the reft 
of the council agreeing, 
the people who ftood 
round, immediately began 


| 
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to treat him in the moſt ig. 

nominious and barbarous 
manner: ſpitting in his 
face, ſtriking and making 
game of him ; all which 
he bore without ſo much 
as returning the ſmalleſt 
reproach ; he knew he ap- 
peared in our ſtead; we 
were guilty, and for our 
{ins he ſuffered. 

2. But let us ſee what 
Peter was doing, while his 
maſter was thus ſuffering 
for the fins of all mankind, 
You may remember, that 
on his confidence, in pro- 
teſting his fidelity to Chriſt, 
our Lord reproved, and 
told him, that ere the cock 
crew twice, he ſhould de- 
ny him thrice. 

Now one of the maid- 
ſervants belonging to the 
high prieſt's family, com- 
ing into the hall and ſeeing 


Peter, taxed him with being 
c one 
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one of Chriſt's diſciples: 
but he firmly denied it; 
and to another, who met 
him without in the porch, 
ſhortly after, even affirmed 
with an oath\ that he knew 
nothing of Jeſus. Nay at 
laſt, when a third perſon, 
(one who had actually, 


not only ſeen him in the 


garden with Chrift, but e- 


ven had received a hurt 


from him, in attempting 
to lay hold on his maſter) 
affirmed poſitively that he 
remembered his face, and 
he was certainly one of 
Chriſt's followers ; he cur- 
ſed and ſwore, that he was 
an entire ſtranger to him, 
upon which the cock crew; 


and Peter immediately cal- | 


ling to mind the word of 
our Logp, went out and 
wept bitterly, for having 
been ſo wicked and ſo 
weak, -as to deny his beſt 
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and only friend, his king 
and his Gos, in his ad- 
verſity. | 

3: The chief prieſts and 
elders, though they were 
ſole judges in religious 
matters, had little or no 
authority in ſecular affairs, 
that being lodged intirely 


in the hands of a governor, 


ſent by the Roman emperor 
to Judea. The man who 
bore this office at the time 
of our Loxry's .ſuffering, 
was Pontius Pilate, and to 
him was Jeſus ſent, as foon 


as it was light in the morn- 


ing, in order that the ſen- 
tence already paſſed upon 
him, might be ratified, 
and put into execution. 
Now it being a holy 
ſeaſon at Jeruſalem, when 
thoſe people who brought 
Jeſus came to P:/ate's pa- 
lace, they refuſed to go 
where he 


N 4 uſually 
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uſually paſſed ſentence of 
death upon criminals, coun- 
ting it a defilement ; the 
governor therefore came 
out to them, and ſeeing 
_ Chriſt bound and led like 
a malefactor, he demanded 
what crime he had com- 
mitted; upon which they 
alledged againſt him, his 
aſſuming the title of king, 
as an injury done to the 
majeſty of Cæſar. How- 
ever, Pilate could not be 
brought to condemn him, 
there being in fact no 
proof at all againſt him; 
and hearing that Herod 
was at that time in Jeraſa- 
lem, ( Herod Antipas, who 
had put John the Baptiſi to 
death) he ſent Chriſt to 
him, as it were in compli- 
ment. But Herod being 
much diſappointed, our 
Saviour not condeſcending 


to gratify his curioſity 
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either by word or action, 
returned him back, after 
having treated him igno- 
miniouſly, and dreſſed him 
in an antick garment. 
This ſerved to convince 
Pilate yet more of his in- 
nocence, and being very 
unwilling to condemn him, 
and it being a cuſtom al- 
ways to releaſe one male. 
factor or other, at the pre- 
ſent feaſt, Pilate went out 
to the Jews, who now 
grew very clamorous for 
our Saviour's death, and 


told them, that as he could 


ſee nothing worthy of pu- 
niſnment in the juſt perſon 
whom they had brought 


before him, he would if | 


they pleaſed, releafe him 
in compliance with the 
uſual cuſtom. But this 
offer they rejected, calling 
out to have Jeſus cruei- 
fed, and one Barablas a 

murderer 
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murderer and a robber ſet | of that excellent man; ther 


free. Upon which, Pilate 
retarning into the hall 
where he had left our 
bleſſed and ſpotleſs Log, 
he was extremely perplexed 
and troubled, making no 
doubt that Chriſt was an 


| extraordinary perſon; and 


theſe perplexities were ſtill 
farther increaſed, by a 
meſſage which he juſt then 
received from his wife, 
pon no account to be ac- 
ceſſary ta the aeath of 
that juſt man: ſhe having 
Juffered many things in a 
dream, becauſe of him. 
But the Jeaus ſtill perſiſt- 
ing in their diabolical re- 
ſolution to proſecute the 
eternal Gop to the croſs, 
Pilate took water, and 


waſhing his hands before 
the multitude, defired them 
all to bear witneſs, that he 
was innocent of the blood 


anſevered all the people, and 


aid, His blood be upon us, 


and upon our children. 
Which curſe has ſtuck to 
them in a very extraor- 
dinary and viſible manner 
even to this day. 

4. The Jews were now 
appealed, and exulted, poor 
unhappy creatures, in their 
own miſery; for Barabbas 
the murderer, the robber, 
and the ſeditious villain, 
was delivered from his 
chains; and Jeſus, the Lord 
of life; the hope of ſal- 
vation, the all merciful and 
omnipotent Lortp, was 
condemned to an ignomi- 
nious and painful death; 
nor did they think that 
ſufficient, they muſt add 
contempt to his other ſuf- 
ferings; and after having 
whipt him till his ſacred 
fleſh was all over wounds, 

and 
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and paſhes, every one of 
which ſent forth a ſtream 
of blood, they in mockery 
put a purple robe upon 
him, the enſign of royalty, 
and crowning him with 
_ thorns, and putting a reed 
in his hand by way of a 
icepter, they ſaluted him 
in derifion, King of the 
Fews: then they ſpit upon 
him, and ſtruck him upon 
the head with the reed, ſo 
that the ſharp thoras pier- 


ced him to the very bone, | 


and covered his face with 
a ſtream of blood. While 
this Lamb of Gop (in the 
words of the prophet) was 
dumb like a fheep before his 
Hearers, and though he 
might have ſtruck all his 
perſecutors dead, with a 
word, opened not his 
mouth, Oh my dear chil- 


dren! conſider what you 


now read, and ſure it muſt 


| 
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touch your tender hearts; 
imagine but your bleſſed 
Saviour, in this condition, 
and all for your ſakes; 
and ſure it muſt make you 
weep, and reſolve, by lead- 
ing a good life, in ſome 
meaſure to reward him for 
all thoſe pains and indig- 
ties: but the greateſt of 
all, is yet to come; for the 
wicked and abominable 
Jeaus now prepared to 
crucify him. 

5. There was a place 
near the city of Jeruſalem, 
called Go/gotha, or the 
place of a ſcull ; to this 
they dragged him, amidit 
a noiſy multitude ; many 
of whom wept, but more 
reviled him; among our 
Saviour's friends, that at- 
tended upon this melan- 
choly occaſion, were his 
bleſſed mother the Virgin 
Mary, another Mary, the 

wife 
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wife of one Cleophas, Mary 
Magdalene, and ohn the 
beloved diſciple of our 
Lorp. Theſe never left 
him 'till he expired, and 
the Jeaus meeting one Si- 
mon of rene in their 
way, obliged him to bear 
the croſs to the place of 
execution; the weight of 
it being ſo great, that Chriſt 
ſunk under it. 

Crucifixion was not only 


N 


the moſt ſcandalous, but 


the moſt painful death that 


could poſſibly be inflicted 
upon any one; nor wil 
you wonder at this, when 
you hear the manner of 
it. The figure of a croſs 
you have often ſeen: it 
was a ſtrait piece of wood, 
of a conſiderable length, 
with another piece of wood 
which run athwart, pretty 
near the top of it; on this 


the perſon to ſuffer, 1 
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laid ſtark naked, and his 
feet with two large nails 
having been fixed to the 
trunk part, his hands were 
afterwards extended, and 
nailed at the two extremi- 
ties of the upper piece of 
wood, and thus the poor 
wretch was raiſed upon it, 
in inexpreſſible torment ; 
a mark for every one's ob- 
ſervation, and ſach was 
the puniſhment with which 
the Jeaus thought proper 
to reward the Saviour of 


the world, for the offer of 


eternal life which he made 
them. = 
The Jews had alread 
preferred a murderer and 
a robber before Jeſus, and 
at his execution according 
to the words of an ancient 
prophecy concerning him, 
they numbered him with the 


tranſoreſſors. St Matthew 
informs us, that our Loap 
Was 
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was crucified between two 
thieves ; but when he was 


hung upon the croſs, there 


was an accuſation placed 
over his head by the 
command of P:/ate, and 
in the governor's own hand 
writing, the words of which 
were, THis 1s JEsUs THE 
Kix or THE Ixus. 
proceeding very diſagree- 
able to thoſe people, who 
cavilled at the terms, ſay- 
ing, that it ſhould have 
been, <vho /aid he was king 
"ef the Jews, However, 
Pilate would make no al- 
teration in it for them. 

Is it not enough to make 
the heart of any one break 
with forrow, to think of 
what horrid torments Chriſt 
muſt have undergone, du 
Ting this dreadful interval 
and how cruel and hard 
hearted muſt theſe monſters 
have been, who had the 


* 
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wickedneſs to condemn 
him to them; and not 
condemn him only, but 
while he was ſuffering, to 
look on him, to wag 
their heads, laugh, and 
make a joke, defiring 17 
he was the Son of God, that 
he would come down from 
the croſs. Nay one of the 
very thieves that were cru- 
cited with him, his very 
fellow-ſufferer reviled and 
abuſed him ; but the other, 
Gon was pleaſed to: viſit 
with his grace, even in 
that very moment of his 
ſhame and agony, and 
letting the light of his Di- 
vine mercy in upon his 
ſoul, he acknowledged 
Chriſt to be the Son of 
God, and humbly beſought 
him to remember him when 
he came to his kingdom; 
to which Chriſt ever ready 
to accept the penitent, an- 

ſwered 
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ſwered with a promiſe of his 
favour ; but well might he 
do that, when he even 
prayed for his very execu- 
tioners ; and while they 
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were aggravating his miſ- 
ſery, by every means they 
could think of, cried out, 
Father, fergive them, for 
they know not what they do. 


CHAPTER I© 
1. The miracles attending Chriſt's death. 2. His burial, 3. His re- 


ſurrection. 
into Heawen, 


1. URING the life 

of our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
he performed ſuch miracles 
in order to ſupport his 
character of the Son of 
Gov, as muſt have fixed 
the belief of any people, 
Jeſs blind, deaf, and ſtub- 
born, than the children of 
Jfracl. But he was deter- 
mined to give one laſt 
trial more, before he left 
them for ever. Accord- 
ingly he was no ſooner 
kung on the croſs in the 


| painful manner already re- 


4. His appearance to his apſtles, 


5. His aſcenſion 


lated, than a total dark- 
neſs inſtantly overſpread 


the whole land of TFadea, 


which laſted (during the re- 
mainder part of his ſuffer- 
ings) upwards of three 
hours: yet the Jews ſtill 
remained in their former 
infidelity ; nay, they rather 
grew worſe and worſe; and 
near the cloſe of our Lord's 
pangs, when he was thir- 
ſy, and called for drink, 
in a wanton barbarity, 
they dipt a ſpunge in vine- 
gar, and fixing it on a 


reed, put it up to his 


mouth, 
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lice was prevented, for the 
diſmal tragedy being now 
at an end ; and every pro- 
phecy relating to the Me/- 
frah fulfilled, even to the 
minuteſt particular, in the 
perſon of onr Saviour, 
inſtead of taſting their 
odious draught, he turned 
his head from it, and cry- 


ing with a loud voice, 27 zs 
 Fniſhed, died that inſtant. 


But obſerve what followed, 
the breath was no ſoonerout 
of his body, than nature 
was convulſed, as if ſhe 
herſelf had ſuffered : there 
was the moſt ſhocking and 
dreadful earthquake that 
ever was ; rocks were reft 
in pieces; and in order to 
ſtamp a particular mark of 
horror on the Fews, the 
inward wall of the temple 
of Feruſalem, was ſpylit 
from the top to the bot- 
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mouth ; but here their ma- | 


* to be broken, 
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tom. Nay, the very graves 
were opened, and ſeveral 


ſaints and prophets, who 


had long lain buried in the 
earth, appeared to many 
in the ſtreets. And this 
indeed, had the natural ef- 


fect upon a few, who | 


ſtanding round the croſs, 
and ſeeing all theſe prodi- 
gies about, with the ſacred 
martyr upon it: lifted up 
their eyes to heaven, and 
declared of a truth, that 
Jeſus was the Son of Gop. 

2. The day after this 
tranſaction, was the Fewy- 
is ſabbath, on the eve of 


which, it was unlawful for 


them to ſuffer any ſuch 
ſpectacles as crucified male- 


factors to be expoſed ; the 


chief prieſts therefore came 
to Pilate, who in com- 
pliance with their requeſt, 
ordered the legs of the 


? 
. 


and 


broke not his legs, becauſe 


nA W e 


and their bodies taken 
down; and in this there is 
ſomething remarkable, for 
the death of the croſs was 
very lingering, and indeed 
the thieves who were hung | 
up at the ſame time with 


our Saviour, were yet as | 


much alive as ever. It 
was to diſpatch them there- 
fore, that the additional 
puniſhment of breaking 
their legs was added ; but 
when the executioners came 


to our bleſſed Lord, they 


to their great ſurprize, they 
found him dead already; 
which had not his life or 
death been abſolutely de- 
pendent on himſelf, it was 
next to an impoſſibility, 
he ſhould have been. How- 
ever, a centurion ran his 
ſpear into our Loxp's ſide, 


after which, his body was 


2 


| 


precious ſpices, and wrap- 


laid it in a new ſepulchre, 


——- 


| given Out that he ſhould 


| and afterwards give out, 


begged of the Roman go- [ 


* 
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vernor, by Jeſeph of Ari- 
matbea; a rich man, who 
embalming it with many 


ping it up in fine linen cloth, 


which he had in a neigh- 
bouring garden, and where 
never man had been laid. 

3. Now the Jeaus, whoſe 
envy even death could not 
conquer, ſeeing this, came 
alſo to the Roman gover- 
nor, and telling him that 
the deceiver, (ſo they called 
our bleſſed Lord God) had 


riſe from the dead on the 
third day. Now ſaid they, 
we deſire that you will 
order a guard to watch his 

grave till that time be paſt, 
and not only ſo, but let 
us put a ſeal upon it; leaſt 
his diſciples coming ſhould 
Real him away in the night, 


that 


192 
that he was riſen from the 
dead; and the ſecond error 
be worſe than the firſt. To 
all this Pilate conſented ; 
but on the firſt day cf the 
week, that is the day af- 
ter the Jewih ſabbath, 
when very early in the 
morning, even before it 
was yet day, Mary Mag- 
dalene, with another fe- 
male diſciple of our Lord's, 
came to the ſepulchre, in 
order to indulge their me- 
lancholy : there was a vio- 
lent earthquake, for juſt 
at the ſame time, an angel 


of Go deſcended from 


heaven; and having rolled 
back the ſtone — the 
mouth of the cave, ſat 
upon it: he appeared like 


a blaze of fire, and the 


watch were 1o terrified, 


that they loſt all ſenſe and | 


The angel then | doubt or .controverſy, a- 


motion. 
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told them, he knew whom 


2 


they ſought, Jeſus who 
was crucified, but he was 


not there, but riſen. from 


the dead. Now the guards 


had by this time ſufficiently 


recovered. themſelves, to 
leave their poit, and run- 
ning to the city, they told 
the chief prieſts all that 
had happened. Upon 
which the council gave 
them a large ſum of money, 
and defiring them to tell 
the people, that while they 
ſlept, his diſciples had fto- 
len Chriſt away; this whole 
matter was huſhed, ſo as 
to make that falſe report 


paſs current among the 


Zews for many years after, 


But the evidence of Chriſt's 


ſpoke to the women,, and } { 


reſl urrection, was a matter 
of too much importance; 


not to be put beyond all 


mong lis diſciples, Who 
were 


were afterwards to bear 
teſtimony of it. | 

- 5. Chriſt ſhewed himſelf 
not once, but ſeveral times 
to his friends and diſciples, 
after his reſurrection from 
the dead, and firſt to Mary 
Magdalene; which St John 
gives us an account of, as 
follows, that being come 
to the ſepulchre, as I have 
already related to you, and 
finding the body of Chriſt 
gone from the place where 
ſhe had ſeen it laid; after 
bewailing the loſs, ſhe 
.turned herſelf back and 
ſaw Jeſus ſtanding by her; 
but ſhe taking him for the 
gardener, . (for ſhe knew 
ham not at firſt) began im- 
mediately to make enqui- 
ries for the corps of her 
deceaſed Lord; upon Which 
Jeſus ſaid unto her, Maxy ! 
upon that her eyes were 
imme * ely o en d, but 
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he would not ſuffer her to 
touch him, becauſe, as h 
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ſaid, he had not yet aſcended 
to the Father. This Mary 
told. his diſciples, but they 
would not give her credit. 
The ſame ok there- 
fore, when a number were 
gathered together, and all 
the doors cloſe ſhut for fear 
of the Jeaus, Chriſt came in 
among them, ſhewed them 
the marks in his hands 
and feet, ſtaid ſome time 
with them, and then de- 
parted. But there was 
ſtill one of his principal 
diſciples to be convinced, 


Thomas ſirnamed Dimas, Ml 
g by at the 
time of our Saviour's ap- 


who not bein 


pearance, thought it was 
a thing ſo contrary to pro- 
bability, that he would 
not believe without the 


evidence of his own ſenſes, 


and this he had. For 
O | eight 


B food upon the ſhore near 
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eight days after, when all 
me diſciples were again aſ- 
ſembled, and Thomas a- 
mong the reſt, Chriſt came 
in the ſame manner as for- 


8 


merly, and ſhewing him- 


Telf to Thomas, who in- 
ſtantly acknowledged and 
adored him, he rebuked 
his want of faith, ſaying, 


Blaſſed were they that had | 


not ſeen, and yet believed. 
6. Our Saviour ſhewed 
Himſelf a third time to his 
diſciples, at the the ſea of 
F#erias; and at this place 
He thought fit to manifeſt 


| Himſelf firſt by a miracle. | 
They had been fiſhing all 


= Night, but caught nothing; 
and in the morning Chriſt 


"them, and enquiring after 
their ſucceſs, he deſired 
that they would caſt their 
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net on the right ſide, and 
they ſhould find ſome. | 


4 


comes in glory to Jet 
| | 0 


CAP. IX.) 


And even as he told} | 
them, they incloſed ſuch ag © 
multitude, that they eould 
hardly draw their net to E 
land. Upon this Peter] © 
immediately knew it muff 

be their maſter, and gird- j 
ing his coat about him, he 4 
ſwam to ſhore. Here 8 
Chriſt dined with his diſ 8 
ciples, and this was the 
laſt time of his honouring] ft 
them with his preſence th 
upon earth: for after ha ?* 
ving recommended th % 


care of preaching the gol} 
pel, to them in à ven 
particular manner; an 
promiſed them the gift q; 
the Holy Ghoft, he w: 
received by a bright cloud 
and taken bodily up int 
heaven before their eye 
where he 1s to remain, 
the right hand of Goff  . 
*cill at the laſt day, I 8. 


1 CHAP. X. 
both the quick and the 
dead 

And according to the 
promiſe of our Lob, at 


(the ſame with our Whit- 


apoſtles were gathered to- 
| er, they received the 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Which was\beſtowed upon 


anne them in Sviokgne tempeſt 
fect 3 roſe all of \g adden, 
er hal if it would the 
| thi houſs i in which they were 
A gol 1 to the 5 


F the Evangeliſts, or 
1. as I-have already ex- 
25 plained the word, thoſe of 


27 our SAVIOUR'S 4 fler, ho 
f writ his life in the GOSPEL, 
Fd St Maytag is the firſt : | 


the next feaſt of Pentecoſt, 


ſuntide) while the twelve 
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5 H APTER Xx: 
St Matthew the Evangeliſt. 


| his ſirname was Leui, 26d df 1 1 
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and the ſame time the 
room was filled with cloven 
tongues, as they appeared, 
of fire, which ſat upon 
each. Now the apoſtles 
were all mean and illiterate 
men; but aſter this they 
immediately began to ſpeak 
in all languages, to the 

wonder and amazement of 
every body; ſo that the 
fame of this tranſaction KM 
went through all the coun- 
try, and many thouſands 
became profeſſors of the 

Chriſtian faith. 


his profeſſion of all others, \ 2 
the moſt infamous 

the Jews, he being a 95 
lican, or one of thoſe He- 


brews who undertook the 
LW» * office 


a 


S. Mark the 


AINT Mark was a 

Few, of the tribe of 
Levi; he was not one of | 
the twelve apoſtles, but con- 
verted probably by St Peter, 
to whom he was a conſtant 
companion in all his travels, | 
ſupplying the place of a 
ſclibe and interpreter. It 


2 


| And going farther weſt to- 
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office of tax gatherer to the thens, Ethiopia is general 
Neman empercr. St Mat- ly aſſigned as the province ; 
' thew was ſitting at the re- of his apoffolical miniſtry, 1 
ceipt of cuſtom, when our | where by his excellent doc- WM 
Lord thought proper to | trine, and the miracles he f 
call him, and immediately | performed, he triumphed it 
getting up, he left t e place greatly over ignorance and c 
and followed him. After | idolatry: in this country it 
Chriſt's aſcenſion, this a- it is moſt probable he ſufſ- -; 
poſtle, for the firſt eight fered martyrdom, but by 1 
years, preached up and ! what kind of death is al- d 
"down Fudza ; and when he | together uncertain, = Mit 
betook himſelf to the Hea- | | 1 
| ce 
r TER KI. | at 


Evangeliſh. 


was by this apoſtle that he 
was ſent into Egypt, where 
he fixed his reſidence in the 
city of Alexandria and pla- 
ces adjacent; the ſucceſs of 
his labours was ſo great, 
that he converted numbers 
both of men and women. 


wards 


and binding his feet with 
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wards Lybia, notwithſtand- | cords, dragged him thro the 
ing the barbarity of the in- | ftreets, and thruſt him into 
habitants, he planted the pn: Where in the night 

Goſpel among them, and | he was comforted with a 

firmly fixed their belief of | divine viſion. Next day 
it. However, after this | the enraged peoplerenewed 
coming back to Alexandria, | the tragedy, and uſed him 
it was there he ſuffered mar · in the ſame barbarous man- 


uk- | tyrdom. For the Egyptian | ner, dragging him through. 


id laters, thinking St Mar#'s | the ſtreets by the feet, till 
doctrine a diſhonour to their | all the fleſh being raked off, 


N darling idol, they broke thro* | and his blood run out, his 
the aſſembly where he was | ſpirits. failed, and he ex- 


pired. 


celebrating divine ſervice, 


{ 


CHAPT E-MS-XII.; 
-.- Ok Luke the Evangeliſt, _ 5 


HE place of St Luke's | He was a fhy/ician, and fa- 
nativity was Antioch, | mous allo for painting. 
the metropolis of that rich | However, he no more than 
and beautiful country Syria. | St Mark was of the number 


of Jeſus, were firſt honored | rally ſu>poſed converted by. 
St Paul, to whom he was 


In which city the diſciples | of apoſtles, being as is gene - 


with the name of Chriſtians. 
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an inſeparable companion, 
and fellow-labourer in the 
miniſtry of the Goſpel. 
However, ſome ſay he 
parted with St Paul at Rome, 
and returning back into his 
own country travelled into 
Eg ypt, and took upon him- 
ſelf the biſhoprick of The- 


bais, a city there. Tho” 


it is moſt probable, that he 
never quitted St Pau/ 'till 
the death of that apo/?/e. 
As to the time and manner 
of this evangeliſt's death, 
accounts are very various. 
Some affirming him to die 
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in Egypt, others in Greece; 
ſome in Bithynia, others at 


die a natural, others a vio- 


the latter ſay, that being 
preaching in Greece, the 


him, and, for want of acroſs, 
hung him upon an olive- 
tree, in the eighty fourth 
year of his age. His body 


tinople, whither it was re- 


Conflantine the emperor, 
or his ſon Conſtantius. 


CHATTER ME 
82 Sele the Puangelift 


'viour's apoſtles, of 
whoſe life and actions we 
can draw any knowledge 


from the Holy Scriptures, | 


HE next of our Sa- is St 7 


| ohn. Our Saviour's 
beloved diſciple, who of 
all the reſt ſeems to have 
been moſt ſtrongly at- 


ſon, 


Cap, XIII. 


Epheſus ; ſome make him 


lent death. Among which 


infidels made head againſt 


now lies buried in Conſſan- 


moved by the command of 


tached to his ſacred per- 


N 


n 
8 es 'S, 
2 
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of his miniſtry, nor left 
him even when the world 


forſook him at the time of 


his cruel paſſion; boldly 
owning him in the face of 
all the Jeaus, and taking 
his bleſſed mother home 


to his houſe, where after 
the crucifixion of Chriſt, 
{> ſhe lived to the hour of 


her death. The Virgin 


Mary, indeed, was as it 


were a legacy bequeathed 
by our Loxb, to St John. 


When on the croſs, turn- 
ing to her, he deſired her 


to behold her ſon, meaning 
that apoſtle ; and when we 
confider the mild and an- 
gelick diſpoſition of St 
Jabn, our Saviour's di- 
ſtinction of him is the leſs 
to be wondered at. 

After his reſurrection, 
Chriſt upon telling St Pe- 


— 


1 
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bon, having attended bim 
cConſtantly during the time 


ter what ſhould befal bim. 


in the courſe of his preach- 
ing the 


oſpel, with his 
manner of martyrdom, that 
apoſtle, enquired what 
ſhould be the fate of St 


U 


Jobn, to which our Loxp 
anſwered, what is that 


to thee, What if I have a 
mind that he ſhould tarry 


Jill J come: now from a 


wrong underſtanding of 
this expreſſion, ſeveral ima- 
gined, that St John was 
never to die at all How- 
ever, though we have not 
any warrant from ſcrip- 
ture to ſay what became 
of him; as the Evangeliſt 
is very conciſe with regard 
to each of Chriſt's mini- 
ſters after his death ; yet 
from his hiſtory there 1s 
no doubt, that after ha- 
ving lived to ſee the de- 
ſtruction of Jeruſalem, he 
died at the city of Epheſus, 

O04 neas 
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— 
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near à hundred years old, 


being the only one of his 


fellow-labourers, who died 


a natural death; nor in- 
deed, could he have eſ- 
caped martyrdom, had it 
not been by the particu- 


lar and moſt aftoniſhing 


interpoſition of providence, 


for he had once at Rome, 
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by the command of that 
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abominable emperor, Ne- 
ro, been thrown into a2 
chaldron full of boiling 
oil. But came opt of it 
again unhurt, even as She- 


d ach, Meſhach, and Abed- 


nego, eſcaped from Nebu- 
chaanezzar's burning fiery 
furnace. 5 


CH AFPfrER M. 
St PETER. 


HE Holy Jeſus be- 


ing gone to heaven, 
the apoſtles began to act ac- 
cording to the power and 
commiſſion which they had 


received from him; among 


the numbers of thoſe a- 
bout which the ſcripture 
hath been moſt explicit, I 
ſhall treat ſeperately, and 
firſt of St Peter. After the 
deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt, 


| we find him in the boldeſt 


and nobleſt manner, de- 


fending the doctrine of his 


eternal maſter, againſt the 
falſeneſs and infidelity of 
the Jews. Nor did he fail 
to give them a proof of that 
power, which lodged in 
Chriſt and he transferred to 
thoſe that believed in him; 
for going with St John 


ſhortly after to evening 


Y pray cr, 


Mm O i 


2 
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prayer, he ſaw a poor crip- 


ple, who tho' above forty 
vears old, had been from 
his birth lying at the 
beautiful gate of the tem- 
ple, aſking an alms. Pe- 
ter earneſtly looking upon 
him, told him that he had 
no money to give him, but 
of ſuch as he had he ſhould 
partake ; when lifting him 
up by the hand, he com- 
manded him in rs de of 
Jeſus, Fo riſe up and walk ; 
the words were no ſooner 
ſpoken, than the thing was 
done; but tho' Peter took 
occaſion from thence to 
convince many people of 
the divinity of that Jeſus, 
they had ſo lately cruci- 
fhed ; yet he and John in 
curred the cenſure of the 
Fewiſh council by it, and 
were ſtrictly forbid exer- 
eiſing their apoſtolick func- 
non any more. 


| 
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You have already had, 
in the courſe of this hiſto- 
ry, more than one example 
of the puniſhment which 
conftantly waits upon the 
covetous and lying: but 
none can be more dread- 
ful, than what befel Ana- 
nias and Sapphira, who 
were among the multitude 
of thoſe that profeſſed the 
chriſtian faith; and it being 
agreed that they ſhould 
have every thing in com- 
mon, all the converts who 
had eſtates or houſes ſold 
them, and brought the mo- 
ney to the apoſtles, to be laid 
out for the general good. 
The falſe Ananias, how- 
ever, and his wicked 
wife, though they affected 
the good name, which 
would attend ſuch a chari- 
table action; ſecreted part 
of the money which they 
had received fortheir wo 5 

an 
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and aggravated their crime 
by denying it. But the 
lye was hardly out of their 
vile mouths, when they 
were both ſtruck dead, 
and fell at St Peter's feet ; 
filling all that ſaw them 


with horror and amaze- 


ment : and being a proper 


reproof to hypocriſy, ſtin- 


gineſs, lying, and worldli- 
mindedneſs of all ſorts. 

St Peter after this, went 
about performing ſeveral 
miracles, ſuch as railing 
the dead, curing the fick, 
healing the lame and blind, 
and diſpoſſeſſing devils. But 


no paſſage of his miniſtry 


15 more eminent, than that 
one, of his being thrown 


into priſon by Herod A. 


grippa, from whence he 
was delivered by an angel, 
who deſcending from hea- 
ven in the night, opened 
the priſon doors, and find- 


* 
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ing Peter aſleep (for ſuch 
is the bleſſing of a good 
conſcience, that even tho? 
the apoſtle lay upon the 
cold ſtones, he was faſt 
aſleep) raiſed him, knocked 
off his chains, bad him gird 
on his garments, and fol- 
low him. He did ſoa, ® 
and having paſt through 
all the gates, which un- 


locked of themſelves, as 


they approached, till, to 
the great joy and wonder 
of all his friends, he got 


ſafe into Mary's houſe, and |» 


from thence withdrew to a 
place of leſs danger. 

St Peter's ſucceeding la- 
bours were for a long 
time confined to ſuch mat- 
ter only, as more imme- 
diately related to the re- 
gulation of the Chriſtian 
Church; in which thro' 
the natural preverſeneſs of 
humanity, even in theſe 

early 


a an „ a „ - ar Hy oa + + ee tt 64) c 
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ready riſen ſome hereſies 
and diſſenſions, till coming 
to Rome, he diſtinguiſhed 


Z himſelf and the ſuperiori- 
ty of his power and doc- 


trine, in a notable diſpu- 
tation with Simon Magus 
a ſorcerer, whoſe impol- 
tures had deceived thewhole 
city; but Peter not only 
ſoon convinced them of 
their error, but puniſhed 


the villain by a ſudden 
and publick death. Now 
as we cannot gather any 
thing farther of this apoſtle - 
from the ſcripture I ſhall 
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here cloſe my account of 


him, only informing you, 
that in the end, he ſeal- 


ed the firſt teſtimony to 


the truth of the Goſpel 
which he preached, with 
his blood. For he was 
crucified at Rome, but be- 
cauſe he thought it was too 
great an honour to ſuffer 
the ſame death which his 
Gop had before undergone, 
he, by his own requeſt, was 
hung on the croſs with his 


head downwards, and fo 


changed this corrupt world, 
for the pure and eternal 
kingdom of heaven. 


! CHAP: 


T Paul, a Few by 
x I birth, and by name 
alſo Saul, was one of the 
moſt violent enemies to 


priſoning and abuſing the 
diſciples of our Loxy, 
Wherever he found them ; 


n2y, 
actually one of vhoſe, who 


the firſt Chriſtian martyr, 

St Stephen. However, this 
man was ſet apart by 
Chriſt, for a choſen veſſel 
to bear Gop's name be- 
fore the heathens, and 
kings, and the children of 
Jrael. Now his conver- 
ſion was after this manner; 
while he was on his jour- 


tus from Jeruſdiem, where 
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the Chriſtian faith; im- 


he had been once' 


was aiding at the death of 


ney to the citv of Dama/- | 
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he went with full power, 
from the high-prieſt and 
Zexviſh council, to act a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians; and 
on a ſudden, there ſhone 
round him a light from 
heaven, above the bright- 
neſs of the ſun; whereat 
being greatly amazed, he 
and his companions fell to 
the ground, and a voice 
was heard ſaying, Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt thou 
mne. The voice then told 
Saul, that it came from 
Jeſus, whom he perſecuted, 
and deſired him to go to 
Damaſcus, and there he 
ſhould learn what was ne- 
ceſſary to be done by him. 
Saul upon riſing from 
the ground, found himſelf 
blind, and ſo he 

or 
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for three days, *till being 
healed by Ananias, a diſ- 
ciple of our Lory's, then 
at Damaſcus; who had 
been warned by a viſion, 
for that purpoſe: Paul 


filly convinced of the di- | 


vinity of Jeſus Chrift, be 
gan to preach that goſpel, 


which he had before ſo 


often reviled and perſe- 
cuted, and with ſuch ſuc- 
ceſs, that no oppoſers could 
ſtand againſt the force of 
his arguments. St Pau/ 
being at Paphos, and fully 
endued with the gift of the 
Holy Ghoſt, there met 
with Ehmas the ſorcerer; 
whom he ftruck with blind- 
neſs in the preſence of 
Sergius Paulus the gover- 


nor. After which, Paul 
PR Chriſt at Antioch, 

ut was forced to leave 
that place, by the wicked 
contrivance of his Jewiſh 
countrymen. 


_ 
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Paul, after this, in the 
name of the Lord, cauſed 
a ſpirit of divination to de- 
part from a damſel poſſeſ- 
ſed with it, whoſe maſters 
being uſed to make gain 
by her means, were ſo en- 
raged at it, that they pro- 
cured Paul and Silas to be 
beaten with many ſtripes, 
and thrown into priſon. At 
midnight, the jaylor hay» 
ing been alarmed with a 
great noiſe, and an earth - 
quake, which had burſt 
open the priſon- doors, ima- 
gined all his priſoners had 
eſcaped, and was going to 
make himſelf away: but 
Paul, calling out to him, 
aſſured him, they were all 
there, and ſo prevented his 
deſign. Whereupon the 
jaylor was converted to 
the faith of Chriſt, and he 
and all his family were 
baptized, and Paul re- 
ceived 
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ceived great kindneſs from 
him, and was ſoon deli- 
vered from his confinement 
with honour. 

After performing many 
miracles, and proſely ting 
great numbers to the Chri- 
ſtian religion, he was at 
laſt apprehended at Jeru- 
alem by the Jews, and 
would have been put to 
death, had it not been for 
the chief captain of the 
Romans in that city, who, 
finding the Jeꝛus implaca- 
bly bent to deſtroy him, 
ſent him under a guard to 
Cæſarea, the reſidence of 
Felix, and- chief Roman g0- 
vernor of Judea; who find- 
ing the Jews unable to 
prove any thing worthy 
of death againſt him, uſed 
him with lenity ; and af- 
ter certain days ſent for 
Him, his wife Druſilla, a 


— 


The Childrens Bible. CH AP. XV. 


| Feweſs, being preſent, and 
heard him concerning the 
faith in Chriſt ; and as he 
reaſoned of righteouſneſs, 
temperance, and judgment 
to come, Felix trembled, 


for this time; when I have 
a convenient ſcaſon, I will 
fend for thee. But after 
two years, Portius Feſtus 
ſucceeded Felix; and Fe- 
lix, willing to ſhew the 
Jews a pleaſure, left Paul 
bound. | | 
This great apoſtle had 
at laſt no other way left to 
eſcape the malice of the 
Jeaus, but by appealing to 
Cæſar himſelf: and being 
put in a ſhip, in order to 
be ſent to Rome, they were 
overtaken by a violent 


run the greateſt hazard, 


and anſwered, Go thy way | 


ſtorm, in which, having 


they were caſt in ſafety on. 
Do | the 
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the iſland of Melita, now 
called Malta. The people 
of the iſland ſhewed them 
great kindneſs in their diſ- 
treſs, and made them a fire 
to warm them ; but when 
St Paul had gathered a 
bundle of ſticks, and laid 
them on the fire, a viper 
came out of the heat, and 
faſtened on his hand, which 
made the company con- 
clude him to be an ill man; 


and that, tho' he eſcaped 
the ſhipwreck, vengeance 


ſuffer'd him not to live: 


but when they ſaw him 


Make off the viper into the 
fire, without receiving any 
harm, they changed their 


minds, and ſaid, he was a 


god. And he continued 


there three months, curing 


the ſick, and healing all 
manner of diſeaſes. 
„Indeed St Paul, of all 


* — — — —— 


* 


— — 


| raiſed againſt the Chri- 
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the apoſtles, appears to 
have been moſt indefati- 
gable in the great work he 
had undertaken, travelling 
from Eaſt to Weſt all 
the world over, ſuffering 
ſevere ſcourgings, and im- 
priſonment: nay, he was 
brought often to the very - 
brink of death, both by 
ſea and land. Yet he was 
not diſcouraged, but ra- 
ther grew bolder and ſtron- 
ger in the faith of Chriſt, 


| per/evering in the good fights} 


till he had finiſhed Bh 
courſe. . 

He, like the other a- 
poſtles, performed many 
miracles in confirmation 
of his divine miſſion, and 
at laſt ſuffered martyrdom, 
under Nero at Rome; in 
that general perſecution 


ſtians, under a pretence 


| that 


that they fired the city. 
Some of the antient wri- 
ters affirm, that he incur; 
red the diſpleaſure of that 
barbarous monſter, by join- 
ing with St Peter in the 


others, that by converting 
a favourite concubine of 
 Nero's he drew upon him- 


ſelf his deviliſh fury; be 
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that as it will, he was be- 


year 


deſtruction of $imon Magus; | 


| 


* 
r 
* 
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headed in the ſixty-eighth 
f his age, leaving 
many valuable writings 
behind him, to the church; 
and bearing the title to all 
polterity, of the particu- 
lar apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles ; or thoſe converts to 
the Chriſtian faith, out 0 
the Jeauiſb covenant, _, 
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